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Unit One

The art of growing dwarf trees, or “bonsai” as their Japanese creators call them, is
increasing in popularity in the United States. Growing bonsai can make a fascinating hobby
for anyone who enjoys plants and creating beautiful effects with them; (1) elaborate

equipment is not required to grow these lovely and tiny trees, but time, patience, and a

sense of natural beauty are.

There are four important guidelines (# B) to follow in growing bonsai. First, one
must be careful in choosing the type of tree. Not all species of trees can be made into bonsai,
since the gfowing conditions are unusual. Varieties of pine with small needles and hardwood
trunks are especially suitable.

Second, one must be careful in choosing the size of the container the bonsai will be in.
This is necessary because the major growth of bonsai is kept confined to the tree’s trunk and
leaves, not its root system—a process quite unlike what is done with other plants.

Another thing the bonsai-grower must do is trim (4£3Y) the roots and branches of the
tree periodically. Unless this is done, the plants will not have the proper propoftions and
will lock unnatural. The Japanese ideal for bonsai is to have trees which are just like normal
trees in everything but size.

The last thing one must do is to be careful to keep the miniature (/NRIH)) trees well-
watered. Because bonsai are grown in smaller-than-usual containers, they often need more
water than ordinary houseplants do.

As one can see from the above, the art of bonsai-growing is one which requires a
certain amount of time and effort. The satisfactions that growing bonsai brings can be
great, however. Imagine a stately (% ¥ BY) pine tree, 100 years old, standing two feet
high; imagine having such a tree in your living room and passing it down through several
generations of your family. (2) That is actually what bonsai-growing is all about:

establishing a tradition of beauty which lasts for years and years and is a symbol of the

beauties of the natural world. ) (322 words)

1. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for this passage?
A  “Japanese Art Forms”.
B “Bonsai—A Marriage of Art and Nature”.
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C “The Problems of Growing Bonsai”.
D “Four Ways to Grow Bonsai”.

2. What is the implied meaning of a certain amount of time and effort in lines 20 and 217

A More time and effort than ordinary houseplants do.

B A definite and exact amount of time

and effort.

C More time and effort than most people can expend.

D A constantly changing amount of time and effort.

3. Translate the underlined sentences into Chinese.

D

2)_.

Useful Expreséions

proportion .

a large (small) proportion of the wages
the proportibn of a room

the proportion of births to the population
an athlete of magnificent propbrtioﬁs

a building of grand proportions

a girl of fair physical proportions

combining proportion
constant proportion
cucresponding proportion
direct (inverse/indirect) proportion
due / proper proportion
géometric proportion
harmonic proportion
natural proportion
nutritive proportion
proportion by weight
proportion of mixture

in proportion
in equal proportion
in direct proportion to

in inverse proportion to
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Once you realise that no method of language teaching is going to give you the ability to
speak a foreign tongue to business standards in a few weeks, the selection of a system of
teaching becomes a sin{ple calculation of tite, money and need.

There are three levels of language ability—tourist, social and fluent—and the gaps
between them are huge. Most of us are aware that the schoolboy German that gets us into
hotels and through supermarkets is not sufficient to keep up a pleasant dinner party
converéation. Similarly the ability to join in such a conversation, which is about as much as
most of us could hope to achieve, is a long way from a full intelligent grasp of the language
and its culture.

For a quick introduction to the basis I prefer the cassette/book system. Language books
alone cannot offer the necessary pronunciation skills, skills which you are going to need in
‘order to understand, for example, the train announcements on the Moscow underground.
The cassette, however, has proved a great aid for the language student.

The essential requirement when learning a language, even at that level, remains effort.

(1)The more willingness which the student brings to the task the easier the course will be.

For European languages that effort comes a little easier. The Londoner learning French or
the Parisian learning English can readily find newspapers, radio stations and restaurants
where the language is used and can thus become familiar with that culture before his visit. If
the tongue is to be Tamil or Serbo-Croat the Yask is a little more difficult. With languages
such as French and German it is also possible to listen to, or fecord, the BBC Schools
programmes, which are always helpful.

(2) There is no question, however, that the best teaching, and obviously the most

expensive, is in the classroom, the very best being a one-to-one teaching basis. For this you

will be paying a few hundred pounds per week and it is important to check carefully on the
chosen place of learning. Language teaching attracts some dishonest establishments. Watch
out for the school that promises an ability to “reach the moon” after a couple of hours in the
language lab! (358 words)

1. The main differences between the three types of linguistic knowledge are




2. Why does the author prefer the cassette /book system for a quick introduction?

3. By far the best way of learning a language is

4. Translate the underlined sentences into Chinese.
a

(2>

Useful Expressions,

task =.

basic task

current task

daily maintenance task
developmental task
holiday task

main /major task
practical task
supplementary task
uphill task

an exacting task

a profitless task

a task of great difficulty
too burdensome a task

task of design

to abandon this task

to accomplish /fulfil a task

to assign (set) sb. a task

to be at one’s task

to bend one’s back to the task until one’s dying day
to carry out a task -

to impose a heavy task on sb.

to set about a task

to take /call/bring sb. to task

to take up an urgent task
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What will man be like in the future—in 5,000 or even 50,000 years from now? We can
only make a guess, of course, but we can be sure that he will be different from what he is
today. For man is slowly changing all the time.

Let us take an obvious example. Man, even five hundred years ago, was shorter than
he is today. Now, on average, men are about three inches taller. Five hundred years is a
relatively short period of time, so we may assume that man will continue to grow taller.

Again, in the modern world we use our brains a great deal. Even so, we still make use
of only about 20% of the brain’s capacity. As time goes on, however, we shall have to use
our brains more and more—and eventually we shall need larger ones! (1)This is likely to

bring about a physical change too: the head, in particular the forehead, will grow large.

‘ Nowadays our eyes are in constant use. In fact, we use them so much that very often
they become weaker and we have to wear glasses. But over a very long period of time it is
likely that man’s eyes will grow stronger.

On the other hand, we tend to make less use of our arms and legs. These, as a result,
are likely' to grow weaker. At the same time, however, our fingers will grow more sensitive
because they are used a great deal in modern life.

But what about hair? This will probably disappear from the body altogether in course of
time because it does not serve a useful purpose any longer. In the future, then, both sexes
are likely to be bald!

Perhaps all this gives the impression that future man will not be a very attractive

creature to look at! This may well be true. (2)All the same, in spite of all these changes,

future man will still have a lot in common with us. He will still be a human being, with

thoughts and emotions similar to our own. (344 words)

1. Future man is likely to be different from us in many aspects. What are the differences?

2. What do you think causes the differences besides the natural changes of time?

3. Translate the underlined sentences into Chinese.
1)
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4. Put the following sentences into English.

D44 A X 49 R 8 5 800 X, (on average 1)

)RR 2475 F I KIRNE9M 8E. (make use of FIF)

Useful Expressions

assume v. assumption n.
to assume a leading position
to assume a new name

to assume a new aspect

to assume an air of innocence
to assume great airs

to assume office

to assume responsibility

to assume the reigns of government

measuring-unit assumption

similarity assumption
on the assumption that

Assuming that our request is rejected, what shall -
we do? )
I assumed him (to be) able to analyse the causes of

the failure,

The motion of matter always assumes certain forms.

Our assumption that we would win was wrong.

He passed by with an assumption of indifference.
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A typical example; you buy a pair of shoes in a sale. A week later a strap comes right
away making the shoes unwearable. What should you do?

Although there is no obligation on you to return the goods, it is best to take them back
as soon as you discover the defect. If it is impractical for you to return to the shop at once;
perhaps because you live 2 long way off, or because the goods are bulky (JEXK#), write to
say that you are dissatisfied with the product and ask for collection arrangements to be
madc. Any unexplained or unreasonable delay will weaken your case.

(1)Many people helieve that the initial complaint about faulty goods should be made to

the manufacturer. This is not the casz. Your contract is with the retailer, the party who

sold you the goods, and so it is to him that your complaint should be made.

HOW TO COMPLAIN
Make your complaint to the right person

Tt is always a good idea to ask for the manager in a shop or the departmental manager in
a large store. In asking for a person in authority you also show that you mean business right
from the start. Don’t be fobbed (3 %) off with the common response that the manager is
“in a meeting” or “away”. Insist that someone must have been left in charge and that you’ll
see that person. Failing that, register your complaint with the assistant and make an
appointment to call back and see the manager at a mutually convenient time.
Be polite but firm

When making your complaint it is important that you adopt the right tone. The last
thing you want tc do is antagonise (&%) the person you are dealing with. You should try
to be polite hut firm and to give a generally businesslike impression. Maintain this approach
and avoid having a row.
Know what you want

It is remarkable how many people return faulty products to the scller not having the
faintest idea what they want to happen. Do you want a full refund (28 #), a repair, a
credit note or an exchange? You may not get what you want but you should decide
heforchand.
Take a receipt

(2)Wherever possible try to take your receipt back with the goods. A receipt can prove

that the goods were bought from a particular shop or store. A shop will want to make sure

that the gnods were bought there before considering your complaint. However, you are not
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