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[ts What I Do

A Photographer's Life of Love and War

I Am Not as Worried
About Bullets

I moved to Istanbul the first week of January 2003 with two bags of clothes, my
cameras, and my laptop and was lonely from the moment | arrived. Istanbul was cold
in January; there was a constant gray drizzle outside. | had pictured a biblical Middle
Eastern city, more exofic than Western, with narrow allies and mazelike stone walls.
Istanbul's archi- tectore was modern and industrial, almost cold,

I didn't know how to say hello or thank you, please or good-bye. | ate simit,
sesame-covered loops of bread, for breakfast and lunch, because they were for sale on
every street comer and T was too shy to ask for anything else in Turkish. The television
in my room offered only Turkish channels, and 1 kept turning it on, hoping that all of a
sudden I would understand the soap operas and news broadeasts.

I was biding time before the start of the war. In carly February Colin Powell made his
speech at the United Nations claiming that the United States had proof thar Saddam
Hussein had weapons of mass destruction, and we journalists were just waiting for the
invasion. date. Although the United States” war in Afghanistan seemed a justifiable
response 10 the September 11 attacks, many joumnalists believed that the Bush
administration was fabricating reasons to go to war with Iraq. But we were riding..

Please Tell the Woman We Will Not Hurt Her

By 2004 the streets of Baghdad were more familiar 10 me than those of Tstanbul. § canse
to think of Baghdad as my home. The New York Times house there was two stories,
with four bedrooms upstairs, two down- stairs, and two more in the basement, The
upstairs bedrooms had nice light, and two were connected by an nu(dml! balcony. The
house was large enough to date five foreign corresp including a
bureau chiel, who decided what correspondent wouild cover what stories—three or four
photographers, and a staff of translators and drivers. Unlike US government
employees, who lived behind the checkpoints and blast walls of the infamous Green
Zone, the journalists lived in the city, the Red Zane, among the civilian papulation

Women Are Casualties of Their Birthplace

Even before the experience with Life magazioe, at thirty vears old, | had staried
stepping away from America's War on Terror. That sum- mer of 2004 1 had covered fhe
transfer of power into Iragi hands and had known it was the moment to make the
ransition 1o other types of coverage. I needed to branch out beyond the daily demands
of breakingnews photography. 'had learned how to work quickly and effectively, but it
would afways be difficult to experiment and grow as a photographer when working
under the violent, restrictive conditions of Iraq, [ wanted to see what else 1 could do,
4and for that T needed to try a different region. It was fime to mave on, from Iraq and....
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