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PREFAGE

Road transport is the basis of national economy, and is an important part of
national transportion system as well. Since the Third Session of the Eleventh
Central Committee of the Party, to change the bottleneck restrictions of transport
on national economy and social development as soon as possible, under "reform
and opening to the outside" policy, China began to break the complexion of road
monopoly by the transport departments from opening to the outside, invigorating
transport, advocating excessive operation, encouraging competition, and mobi-
lizing all-dimensional non-governmental sectors to run road transport, therefore,
emancipate and develop road transport productivity.

After nation foundation especially after the "reform and opening to the out-
side", road transport has taken great changes and achieved rapid progress,
which is well-known all over the world. By the end of 2001, the country has pos-
sessed 18.02 million civil automobiles, within which 4.585 million are operational
cargo vehicles, and 1.379 million are passenger vehicles (including taxies); be-
sides,more than 4 million agricultural vehicles and tractors are engaged in road
transport operations. The whole industry owns 14.15 million persons, and com-
pleted a total cargo transport volume of 10.56 billion tons and a cargo turnover
volume of 633.04 billion ton-kms; and a total passenger transport volume of 14.03
billion person-times, and a passenger turnover volume of 720.71 billion per-
son-kms, which occupies 75.4%, 13.3%, 91.4%, and 54.8% in whole compre-
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hensive transport system. Meanwhile, road transport absorbs and allocates a
great lot of city laid-off workers, surplus rural labors, and other people, so that
make relatively contributions on national economy development and social stabili-
ty. With further deepening of transport reform, several problems existent for
many years have been basically solved. By the end of 2001, 99.3% and 91.8% of
the villages and towns in the whole country have been available for regular bus.
And along with the development of freeways, the place which needs a few days to
reach formerly now can be arrived in the same day. Moreover,"one-day econom-
ic circle" has come into being progressively, and road transport is playing a more
and more important role in the whole comprehensive transport system of the
whole country.

However, the road transport industry still cannot meet the demand of national
economic development. It is not only an objective requirement of keeping good
developing situation but also an important guarantee to accelerate our country’s
modernization procedures for quickening road transport development. According
to the connotation of "The Outline of National Economy and Social Development
for the Tenth Five-Year, People’s Republic of China", MOC issued "The QOutline
of Road Transport Industry Development Layout (2001-2010)", delimiting the de-
velopment objectives and tasks in the near future. Confronting the development
aims, we have deeply sensed that there is still a long way for us to go to accom-
plish this arduous and urgent task. We must follow the way of "great-leap-forward
development" according to the guidelines of "high standards, high jumping-off
points, high requirements" strictly.

To realize the set development objectives and missions, under earnest re-
search and dealing with new situations and new problems, we need to intensify
our sense of urgency and responsibility, to grasp the development opportunities
to receive the challenges with our down-to-earth and step-by-step work. The De-
partment of Highways, for the first time, organized to edit "China’s Road Trans-
port Development Report" to meet new requirements upon the road transport ad-
ministrative departments and agencies at all levels under the new situations.
Meanwhile, it is the first time for the government to edit "China’s Road Transport
Development Report"; hence, itis of great importance.

The report systematically introduces the current situation, esp. the road
transport development situation in our country in the year of 2001. It puts forward
work arrangement of the trade administration in the near future after discussing
the existing problems which were under focus and research by our administrative
departments, and plays an important consulting role in decision makings, policy
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establishments of road transport administrative departments and agencies at all
levels.

It is an objective demand to publish trade information periodically, so that to
shift the government functions through information leading the trade development
and carry out administration over the total trade; besides, it is also an attempt to
edit this report to meet total-trade administration demands. | would like to express
my sincere congratulations on the publication of this report, and pay my hearty
thanks to those hard-working comrades engaged in this job. In the end, | hope it
can be written better and better!

RAE:

mzi Y7 {/lf')

Xijie Hu
Vice minister, Ministry of Communications
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