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Unit One

Text

Who Uses English?

There are two important meanings of the word “English”
which we often confuse. The two meanings in question can be il-
lustrated by the following statements:

A:He is English.
B:.He speaks English.
Now of course we say “If A, then B,” and this will not be de-
nied. Indeed, it will still be true if we replace “English” in A and
B by other words that can refer both to nationality and to lan-
guage. “If he is French, he speaks French,” and we may go on
doing this in trun with “German,” “Swedish,” “Spanish,” and
many others. But this is not always true, and an attempt to con-
tinue with the experiment will soon help us to recognize the iden-
tification of nation and language, which causes a good deal of
trouble in the world. One comes up against examples like these
If he is Swiss, he speaks
If he is Belgian, he speaks

So far as English is concerned, the truth of “If A, then B”
simply points out the fact that in England everybody speaks Eng-
lish. But for English people the truth of “If A, then B” is unfor-
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tunate because they tend to identify the name of the language
with the name of one of the peoples using it and often to think of
English as the private property of the English. In other words,
there is a danger in switching the argument to “If B, then A.”
The desire to use language as a sign of national identity (“If
B, then A”) is a very natural one, and as a result language has
played a large part in national movements. People have often felt
the need to use their own language to show that they are differ-
ent from others. This was true when the United States split off
from Britain. At that time some partriots even suggested that
the American should adopt Hebrew or Greek! In the end, as ev-
eryone knows, the two countries adopted the practical solution
of carrying on with the same language they had used before. For
200 years Britain and the United States have shown the world
that political independence and national identity can be complete
without losing all the mutual advantages of a common language.
In other words, language is not necessarily the private pro
perty of those who use it, just as French is not the private prop-
erty of French people, nor English of English people. English is
spoken as.a first language in the United States, in Australia, in
New Zealand, in most of Canada, in certain nations of Africa,
and in other areas of the world. It is unreasonable to regard any
language as the possession of a particular nation, and with no
language is it more unreasonable than with English. This is not
to say that English is used by a greater number of speakers than
any other language, for it is easily outnumbered in this respect
by Chinese. But it is the most international of languages. A Dane
and a Dutch person meeting in Rome will almost automatically

find themselves speaking to each other in English. The pilots of
2



a Russian plane approaching Cairo will use English to ask for
landing instructions. Malaysian lecturers use English when ad-
dressing their Malaysian students in Kuala Lumpur. To people
in Africa, Asia, and South America, English is an important
foreign language to master, not merely because it is the language
of Britain or the United States, but because it provides ready ac-
cess to world scholarship and world trade. It is understood more
widely than any other language.

It’ s true, then, that a great many people— and a great
many peoples — are involved in the use of English. Millions of
men and women in four continents have English as their first lan-
guage, and millions in every part of the world use it as their sec-
ond or foreign language. This gives us some idea of the impor-
tance of English, and it shows both the United States and Britain
that the language is not the possession of these two nations
alone. It is also the property of the Canadian and the Indian, the

Australian and the Nigerian. It belongs to all those who use it.

1. confuse /kan’fjuiz/ v. B, F5H

2. illustrate /'ilastreit/ v.to show the meaning of sth. by giving relat-
ed examples 1 BF , 3£ 45l

. statement /’ steitmoant/ n. BEiR , 75 B

.deny /di’ nai/ v. refuse to accept(as true, as a fact) ik

. attempt /o' tempt/ v. 2R, , K&

. identification /ai,dentifi’ keifan/ n. Z[&] , iR 5l

.unfortunate /an’ fo:tfanit/ a. Z:I‘I’%l% i, AER

.tend /tend/ v. # [ ; Bk}

. property /' propati/ n. W 7"

.switch /swit[/ v. to change #£{ft,77 iz

O W X N Y s W
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11. argument /' a:gjument/ n. i€ ;&

12. identity /ai’ dentiti/ n. [@] —(#£) ; —&

13. split /split/ (split, split) v. to divide into separate parts 33,4} &

14. patriot /’ peitriot/ n. ZEH#

15. adopt /o' dopt/ v. ¥ RBL; L 3E

16. solution /sa’ lju:fan/ n.an act or way of finding an answer to a diffi-
culty or problem &5 (Fp3E)

17. mutual /' mju:tjual/ a. 3LEH , B

18. regard /ri’ ga:d/ v. to consider 244E,iAN

19. possession /pa’ ze[an/ n. i BY , W™=

20 . outnumber /aut’ namba/ v. be greater in number than ZE#(& L

L .

21. automatically /o:ta’ meetikali/ ad. B Zh , Jo B i

22. approach /o' praut[/ v. to come near or nearer (to) [ §EIT

23. merely /' miali/ ad. only, simply {{{X

24. access /' =kses/ n. B (BN BTN 8B B

25. scholarship /' skolafip/ n. ZARBE £ M ; KE &

26. continent /' konti’ nent/ n. X, M

W 0 N S G W N

—
N = O

.in question IE#REH

. refer to I§M R K

.in turn 3 3K ; #KIK

.a great deal KEH,iFE

.come up against REF] (B M. KX 5) ; RI
.so (as) far as *+ be concerned BT 5
. point out &1 ; 5 BA

.identify «--with # %R/ F; ANk —H

. think of *+as {B-:iA N

. split off from M ---433; -3 B

.in the end BJ5 ;& F

.ask for B ; ] &
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10.
11.
12.

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

.a great many % £;i%%

. Swedish /' swiidif/n. BE3LiE a. Fi (NIB)H

. Spanish /' speenif/zn. FBEF1& a. WL (A GBI

. Swiss /swiss/n. it A a. B (ANH

. Belgian /' beldzan/». LB A a. EEFEF (A BY

Hebrew /' hizbru:/n. Z A% (A IE)

.New Zealand /nju:’ zi:lond/n. P8 2%

.Dane /dein/n. F+%& A

. Dutch/datf/n. Fi2ZiE; 2 N a. = (AN BB

. Cairo /' kaierou/n. J¥ & GR R & #8)

Malaysian /ma’leifon/z. RFEA a. BILFER(AN)H
Kuala Lumpur /' kwa:la’ lumpua/ n. 7 B3 (5 79 . & &)
/nai’ dzierien/n. JE& H ML A a. JB H R CA)H)

Nigerian

. Choose the best answer for each of the following:
. All of the following is true except that
A)If he is German, he speaks German
B)If he is Swedish, he speaks Swedish
C)If he is Belgian, he speaks Belgian
D)If he is Spanish, he speaks Spanish
. According to the author, the English people are unfortunate in a sense
that
A)their language is studied by other nations
B)the English language will cause the confusion of their national identity
C)English is the first language of many people

D)the English language is not as good as it used to be

. According to the text, which of the following statement is false?

A)Language is often regarded as a sign of national identity.



B)Language is the only sign of political independence.
C)National movement may occur as a result of a language problem.
D)Each nation tends to show that she is different through language.
. It is most unreasonable to consider English the private property of Eng-
lish people because
A)it is spoken by the majority of people in the world
B)it is a foreign language to many people
C)it is understood by everyone
D)none of the above
. The fact that the Americans still use English shows that
A)the Americans do not have their own language
B)the British still insist that the Americans use English
C)national identity can not be achieved without a native language
D)the use of English can be of benefit to the Americans
.From the text we learn that English is used
A)for world trade. B)for international navigation.
C)for the medium of instruction. D)for all of the above.
. The main idea of the text is that .
A)the word English has two meanings
B)people should learn as much English as possible
C)language is the private property of certain countries
D)English belongs to all those who use it

. English is the first language of all the following countries except

A)the United States and Britain.
B)Australia and New Zealand
C)certain nations of Africa.
D)Canada and Malaysia.
. The expression “a great many peoples” refers to
A)both men and women.
B)people of different age.
C)people of different nations.

6
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N Y Gl e

D)a great number of people.

The word “possession” in the last paragraph a means .
A)personal belongings

B)private property

C)individual ownership

D)cultural product

. Answer the following questions .

. What. are the two important meanings of the word “English” that are of-

ten confused?

. What other examples does the author give of the words that refer to both

nationality and language?

. What nationalities does the author mention that cannot be identified with

a single language? Why can’t they?

. What does the author mean by “the most international of languages”?
.Is French the private property of the French People? Why?

. What language has a greater number of speakers than English?

. What is the difference, then, in the way English and Chinese are used

around the world?

. People around the world learn English “not merely because it is the lan-

guage of Britain or the United States. ” What is the the more important

reason for learning English, according to the author?

. What is first language, second language and a foreign language?
10.

According to the author, what is the relationship between language and

political independence?



Exercises

word or phrase in Column A.
A
1.in turn
2. cause a great deal of trouble
3. come up against examples like
these
4. identify
5.the private property of .
6. play a large part in national
movements
7. split off from Britain
8. carry on with the same language
9. this is not to say that ***

10. provide ready access to

K . Choose the definition from Column B that best matches each underlined

a. meet

b. a lot of

c.one after another

d. have much influence on

e. separate

f. this does not mean that---

g. something that belongs to one

person or one group

h. continue to use
i. consider as being the same

j. open doors to

N . Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the

forms if necessary:

as a result confuse

in the end involve  just as

deny in other words

refer to  so far as tend to

1.1 soon found that the work I was doing had already been done by some-

one else—
2. He
3. He broke his leg.

or three months.

8

» | was wasting my time.
get angry when people disagree with him.

, he will have to be away from school for two



4. The word “Swiss” does not language but nationality, nor the

word “Belgian”.

5. At first he opposed the marriage but he gave his consent.

6. The earth goes around the sun the moon goes around the
earth.

7. The discovery of a law of nature may many experiments and

much analysis and thought.
8. The prisoner the charges against him.
9. The gerund must not be with the present participle.
10. I know, no one there has the slightest intention of doing that.
V. Find in the text the word or expressions which fit the following descrip-
tions.
1. explain and make it clear by using examples
2. be greater in number .
3. coming near to
4. continue to do s
5. manage to understand completely
6. consider
7. mechanically
8. something that puts one in better position .
9. not always
10. turn or shift
VI. Study the phrasal verbs below and then complete the following sentences
with them. Change the form if necessary.

give away—— let other people know
give back—— return
give in—— surrender
give off — send out
give out—— hand out
give up—— stop doing
give onto—— open onto
1. The thief the wallet to its owner when he was caught red-
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