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Shunde, a land of plenty fostering remarkable talents and affluent residents, has won the name of “robust county
in Lingnan” since ancient history. It is an abundant place interweaved with rivers, rich and beautiful. During the
organizational history of over 500 years, diligent and intelligent ancestors of Shunde most innovatively experiment
with well-known Lingnan watery place eco-agricultural models such as mulberry-dike fish ponds, sugarcane-dike
fish ponds, banana-dike fish ponds and others in long recuperation. The unique ecological environment, along with
human landscapes rich in historical residues, gives birth to a colorful watery place culture. For instance, the furrow
culture featured with ancestral halls, the ecological agricultural culture represented by mulberry-dike fish ponds, the
modern industrial culture characterized with filature industry, and the folk art and culture exemplified by dragon boats,
Cantonese opera and operatic songs. All these heritages, like the gurgling Desheng River, have been exerting lasting
and profound impacts on generations of Shunde p.eople, impelling them to keep pace the times with unyielding spirit,
promoting them to carve out careers and ceaseless self-improvements.

As Shunde locals growing up in this watery place and striving for goals along with Shunde’s reformation and change,
we bear witness to the reform began in the 1980s, when Shunde people went through wind and rain, broke through
rapids and explored minefields. As the vanguard of county economy, Shunde people, by means of their spirit of action
and striving without regrets when faced with adversity, unrelenting innovativeness and boldness, have created in the
historical course of reforming and opening one miracle of modern civilization after another, which have earned them the
name of "awesome Shundenese”.

Also an indigenous Shunde resident, amateur photographer Mr. Yi Ming serves as a civil servant. In his spare time
from job, arising out of affections with his hometown, Mr. Yi Ming is able to capture the simple natural scenery of the
watery place as well as its plain traditional customs and flavors through years of hard work and perseverance. By
means of one precious shot after another, he manages to record and keep the glories of yesterday, receding stories
and fading memories. Residual Flavor of Watery Place by Mr. Yi Ming, through texts and pictures combined poetically
together, gives a wonderful account of the scenery and residual flavor reflecting hundreds of years of historical sediment
of Shunde watery place. Among exquisite pictures and between the lines, we are brought in touch with the strong
hometown flavors and profound feelings about the native land.

Shunde is a place which millions of Shunde people, both at home and away, feel proud of and have deep affections for.
It is a land for reform which nurtures generations of talents and gives rise to ceaseless legends. The unique culture and
spirit of humanity of the watery place are worth lasting promoting and admiring.

For this | have written the preface.

j eng p una/wng

(The author of the preface is the former Party Secretary and Mayor of Shunde)
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Old paths, old banyan, and old temples

Form pieces of old legends.

Tiny bridges, tiny rivers, and tiny cottages
Compose the eternal melody of the watery place.
One small boat

Roams through so many worn dreams.

One million mu pond

Overflows with charming scents of the watery place.

The great river goes to the east,

But not all heroes go with rolling waves.

The vast expanse of misty waters

Prolongs the vanishing prosperousness.

The rhythmic gongs and drums

Performs the sound of prosperous ages.
Strike and venture the midstream,

Where is a totem young for a thousand years.

i A | Walking Through Mist amcd Water 10 > 11

2009 i, WigE h. PR, g
Nnetan, Shimde n 2009 The charmmg T enggian soath beautiiul waterny seenc and selud

vultural toundation






fi&
i

oft
KA
5 |

(mRE}
T
ing

170

It

M4
[wesss

H

Bl

o
>

R
g

B
&
WS-

e
o

Region of Rivers and Lakes in Gaozan

Fresh wind is blowing after the rain ,

Entering the peasant family unperturbed,;

Old steet stands by the river,

The grey tiles reflect the red ocher wall;

Stone arch with quiet alley,

The ancient banyan tree circles the string window;
The long years are far away,

Here is the fish township.
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Xingtan. Shunde from 2005 10 2009, In Gaozan Village. a typical watery place, the arigmal living style deseribed as “sceing

the water as soon as one opens the door and stepping on a boat as soon as one starts to walk™ is still preserved.
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