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&q chimpanzee is watching a swarm of bees
working away at their hive. He wants some
of their honey so is eavesdropping on their

conversation.

you are eating too much honey and not
making enough wax,” scolds the queen bee.
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More bees to fap their Wings
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I apologise, Your Majesty,” responds one of
the worker bees. “We are doing the best we \
can to squeeze out flakes of wax to make
the honeycomb.”

“ We also need more bees to flap their wings
to keep the temperature at exactly 35
degrees Celsius,” insists the queen. “This is
the only way we can keep the wax firm but
still workable enough to build the hive.” |
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“%o let’s get more bees into the hive,
The more the merrier!”

fhe chimpanzee peeks inside and sees
perfectly formed, six-sided clusters of little
windows. The bees do not like his intrusion,
so he quickly moves away, before he gets
stung.

‘fhe walls of every cell must meet at exactly
120 degrees so that we can build this wall of
K hexagons,” shouts a worker bee.
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“Sand we must save on materials!” says
another. “Never make the wall thicker than a
hair’s width.”

“If we build the hive properly, the nectar
we collected will never drip out and we can
have enough to feed all our babies,” says the
worker.
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“rfhat’s why we tilt the cells of our honeycomb ‘
so that the stored honey will not drip out.”

“We can keep more honey in our hive when \
we only use six-sided windows. It would never
work if we were to have triangular or
square-shaped windows.”

e,

. ;.-

12



Tilt 0ur hon e,
11 o( ;..)(Eﬁ/\ C OD)\[)

13



