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The Art of Illustration @)
Aesthetics of Illustration Images

Abstract

he art of illustration is a two-dimension visual art. It employs different means like painting, photograph, and

graphic to visualize words. In a narrow sense, illustration refers to those visual aids in articles which helps com-

plement written descriptions and visualize the concepts expressed in writing. The purpose of illustration is to
make writings easier to understand and to heighten the content of them. On the other hand, with the wide application of
visual concepts, illustration serves both as pictorial interpretations and examples. The styles of illustration are diverse,
ranging from realistic, abstract, collage, decorative, print to surrealist styles. Its mediums are also wide-ranging, including
oil, acrylic, watercolor, ink, color pencil, crayon, drawing pen, dip pen, mixed media, computer graphics, computer editing,
and 3D animation.

A review of the development of Taiwanese illustration indicates that traditional literary illustration was in fashion
before the 1950s. Under the influences of Miyata Yataro and Tateisi Tetsuomi from Japan, it became popular in Taiwan to
include illustrations in its literary publications, newspapers, and magazines. Taiwanese illustrators then applied a sponta-
neous mode of depiction to display an unrestrained quality of Chinese literators, which reflected the cultural and art
atmosphere of Taiwanese society at that time. In the 1950s and 1960s after the Restoration of Taiwan, woodprint illustra-
tion was the mainstream in Taiwan due to the promotion of Daily News and Literature Monthly.

As the economy took off in the 1970s, Taiwanese illustration proceeded to the era of lithographic printing and photo-
typesetting. The external environment dominated the artistic expressions of illustrators at that time. Those artists who
created with distinct lines and decorative styles were the preference of the time. In the 1980s, Taiwanese illustration
came to the era of color illustration. With the application of computer technology, publishing companies were able to lay
out the space for illustration in advance. Accordingly, it opened up the possibility for illustrators to apply various mediums
for creations. Such a development enhanced the freedom of the artists' creations and broadened the dimensions of illus-
tration art. In the 1990s, the techniques of computer graphics and Internet were even highly developed. Many special
effects of 3D animation such as distortion, paste-and-cut, exaggeration were readily available. lllustrative images and
signs challenged the traditional definition of the art of illustration with new visual combinations. Hence, the styles of illus-
tration became more clearly defined.

Four observations can be derived from the development of Taiwanese visual art by examining its illustration cre-
ations. First, a review of Taiwanese illustration history helps to incorporate its development with that of other artistic
trends. Second, documenting senior illustrators' artistic lives assists in an investigation of illustrative aesthetics. Third, by
illuminating the relationship between literature and illustration, the historical significance of the platform of cultural sys-
tems can be disclosed. Fourth, based on the history of illustration, the characteristics of and research mechanisms on
the other related arts such as comics, animation and key animation can be established.

In sum, the development of Taiwanese illustration art is a unique growing experience of visual culture. Its history
was closely related to the trends of literature, printing techniques and computerized media techniques. It also represents
the richness and vitality of Taiwanese literature and art. Taiwanese illustration artists have been insisting on their individ-
ual artistic ideas and therefore have been able to transcend the limitations of mediums and techniques. They first hand-
painted pictures, then created with the assistance of computer, and finally independently created illustration layout.
Taiwanese illustration art marks the characteristics and art outlook of the time. The art of illustration was an important
index in the development of Taiwanese arts. This volume introduces eight illustrators, including Lay Hsiang, Tsao Chun-

yen, Lin Chung-han, Hsu Hsiu-mei, Liao Fu-pin (Jimmy), Chen Tai-yu, Yu Chuan-hsien (Yu Sha), and Chang Li-yeh.
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