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The Most Profound Fables In The World \IL?

The Salt Merchant And His Ass

A Peddler drove his Ass to the seashore to buy
salt. His road home lay across a stream into which
his Ass, making a false step, fell by accident and
rose up again with his load considerably lighter, as
the water melted the sack. The Peddler retraced his
steps and refilled his panniers with a larger quantity
of salt than before. When he came again to the
stream, the Ass fell down on purpose in the same
spot, and, regaining his feet with the weight of his
load much diminished, brayed triumphantly as if he
had obtained what he desired.

The Peddler saw through his trick and drove
him for the third time to the coast, where he bought
a cargo of sponges instead of salt. The Ass, again

playing the fool, fell down on purpose when he
1 33
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reached the stream, but the sponges became swollen
with water, greatly increasing his load. And thus

his trick recoiled on him, for he now carried on his

back a double burden.
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The Fox Who Had Lost His Tail

A Fox who was caught in a trap escaped, but in
so doing lost his tail. Thereafter, feeling his life a
burden from the shame and ridicule to which he was
exposed, he schemed to convince all the other Foxes
that being tailless was much more attractive, thus
making up for his own deprivation. He assembled a
good many Foxes and publicly advised them to cut
off their tails, saying that they would not only look
much better without them, but that they would get
rid of the weight of the brush, which was a very
great inconvenience.

One of them interrupting him said, “If you had
not yourself lost your tail, my friend, you would not

thus counsel us.”
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The Tortoise And The Eagle

A Tortoise, lazily basking in the sun, com-
plained to the sea— birds of her hard fate, that no
one would teach her to fly.

An Eagle, hovering near, heard her lamenta-
tion and demanded what reward she would give him
if he would take her aloft and float her in the air.

“T will give you,” she said, “all the riches of
the Red Sea. ”

“I will teach you to fly then,” said the Eagle;
and taking her up in his talons he carried her almost
to the clouds suddenly he let her go, and she fell on
a lofty mountain, dashing her shell to pieces. The
Tortoise exclaimed in the moment of death; “I have
deserved my present fate; for what had I to do with
wings and clouds, who can with difficulty move a-

bout on the earth?”
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The Lion In Love

A lion once fell in love with a beautiful girl, so
he went to her parents and asked them to marry her
to him.

The old parents did not know what to say.

They did not like the idea of giving their daugh-
ter to the lion, but they did not want to enrage the
king of beasts.

At last the father said, “We are glad to marry
our daughter to you, but we fear that you might
possibly hurt her. So if you remove your claws and
teeth, we will give her to you.”

The lion loved the girl very much, so he
trimmed his claws and took out his big teeth. When
he came to the parents again, they simply laughed in

his face, and beat him out of their house.
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The Ass And The Grasshopper

An Ass having heard some Grasshoppers chir-
ping, was highly enchanted; and, desiring to pos-
sess the same charms of melody, demanded what
sort of food they lived on to give them such beautiful
voices. They replied, “The dew.” The Ass resolved
that he would live only upon dew, and in a short

time died of hunger.
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The Lion And The Mouse

A Lion was awakened from sleep by a Mouse
running over his face. Rising up angrily, he caught
him and was about to kill him, when the Mouse pit-
eously entreated, saying: “If you would only spare
my life, I would be sure to repay your kindness. ”

The Lion laughed and let him go.

It happened shortly after this that the Lion was
caught by some hunters, who bound him by strong
ropes to the ground. The Mouse, recognizing his
roar, came and gnawed the rope with his teeth and
set him free, exclaiming:

“You ridiculed the idea of my ever being able to
help you, expecting to receive from me any repay-
ment of your favor; now you know that it is possible

for even a Mouse to con benefits on a Lion. ”



?3/ AERRHNGET

The Most Profound Fables In The World

WFF 53R 2 E5E R

WrEET, AREFRMMIRE L. W
RUGER, hTERFEITH, +20EK, WFMEZR,
WHIZE ., ERERREW, HFil. “WRERER -, &K
—EaRELRKBRE.”

WirRELMBET .

AR, WTHRBEERMT har. FRW T8 —4
B, FRABRCMHRE RN L, ERTET
MHES, EXEREAER, BoETHT, Hik:

“RYNERE, AMEEESIRGOMRE, HERN
H, ZRUERENTHEE.”

e

1. piteously FI&H), EBH)
2. ridiculed W%, BF

3. repayment ffif, ££if

4. benefits Fl2§



AARRHGE T ‘\“‘?\\55

The Most Profound Fables In The World D

The Cock And The Jewel

A Cock, scratching for food for himself and his
hens, found a precious stone and exclaimed: “If
your owner had found thee, and not I, he would
have taken thee up, and have set thee in thy first es-
tate; but I have found thee for no purpose. I would
rather have one barleycorn than all the jewels in the

world. ”



