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Vilma likes travelling by bus better than by airplane for
four reasons. ‘ First, it costs less. ® She can ride by bus
from New York to Chicago for § 20.® Yet, the air fare be-

tween the two cities is $ 78. ¥ Second, travellmg by bus
i mwvﬂ"

gives her a closer look at the citi  co n she
cqum t from a plane. i ple, she enjoys driving
throug &e big cities of Phﬂadelphla, Pittsburgh, and Fort
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Wayne. ® Third, Vilma finds that the passengers on the bus
are often closer to her own age. " So, they are easy to talk
with on the shared travel adventure. ® In contrast, many
airline passengers are buisnessmen who keep busy with their
"~ work while flying. ®’Fourth, riding ‘a bus allows Vilma to
explore any stop aloﬁj’gi’%%vay;i‘m For instance, once she

got off the bus at a small town in Indiana and spent the
Mﬁ 'ﬂ'ithxa gn'ffnend 41 Then, the next day she took an-
* other bus to Chicago. “? For these reasons, Vilma usually
prefers buses instead of planes unless she has to get some-

where in a hurry. ¢%
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(4 2] The American Ideal of a Great Leader

1. Of all figures from America’s past, Abraham Lincoln
is dearest to the hearts of the American people. In fact, the
admiration they have for him borders on worship. Writers
note that the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D. C. is not
unlike the temples that ancient Greeks built in honor of their
gods, and that annual ceremonies of celebrating Lincoln’s
birthday in schools and public places have sometimes had
characteristics of religious services ({¥=,). Certainly Lincoln
is America’s ideal of a great leader. He had many of the
qualities of leadership that Americans admire.

2. First of all, Lincoln’s career fits a popular American
belief that every child can dream of becommg President..
: ne who, with
neither money nor family mﬂuﬁcéwf(lghts hls or her way to
the top. Lincoln was born of poor parents. His mother died
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when he was young. He had little opportunity for school-
ing, His early study was done alone at night by the light of a
Mlaoe. He did hard manual labor through the day—split-
ting rails for fences, taking care of livestock (%), work-
ing on a riverboat or in a store. But as he grew older he
studied law in his spare time and became a lawyer. He was a
good speaker and student of political philosophy. His ability
finally made a name for him and eventually he became Presi-
* dent of the United States.

3. Lincoln is also admired because of his leadership dur-
ing the difficult period of the Civil :War. He dared to do
what he thought was right at a time when his beliefs were
unpopular with many people. He, in a sense, represents the
spirit of union among the states. Before the Civil War, the
economy of the South depended on an agricultural system
which made use of slave labor. When reformers(Z{# %) in
the northern states put pressure on Congress not to permit
slavery in western territories that later became states, some
of the southern states wanted to secede, or withdraw, from
the United States. They argued that the question of slavery
a matter for the individual states to decide rather than °

ral government, and they did not want to accept its
o T msnonal government said that no state had the
adiethe Civil War was the result. If the

' is now the United Statgl



worked hard to preserve the union, and the northern states
were victorious.

4. Furthermore, Lincoln had many personal qualities
that made him dear to the hearts of his countrymen. He -had
infinite patience and tolerance for these who disagreed with
him. As President, he appointed men to high government
positions' whom he considered most capiblMugh
some of them openly scorned him. He was genefo\ﬁw

treatment of southern leaders. When the war was over, he
showed the South no hatred. Since generosity toward a de-
feated opponent is admired by Americans, Lincoln fitted the
national ideal of what is right.

5. Shortly after the Civil War ended, Lincoln was shot
while attending a play in a Washington theater. He died
within a few hours. The uncontrolled emotional reaction of
the nation to his death was almost unbelievable and demon-
strated the deep esteem () in which he was held. News-
papers were edged (JlI31) with black; religious leaders gave
praise of Lincoln instead of their prepared sermons (i3 ).
His funeral procession in Washington was miles long.
Lincoln’s body was taken by train back to his former home
in Springfield, Tllinois, but in all the major cities through
which the train passed, the coffin W was ' paraded
through streets lined with somﬁf thousands. In the small
towns through which the train passed, bells rang in honor
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of the dead President. Citizens lit torches along the railroad
track to show their last respects.
uf;tdﬁ ‘The circumstances of his death set Lincoln apart from
“other American leaders. Had Lincoln lived, it might well be
that his postwar policies wq;nld have brought criticisms upon
him that would have )mntphed his popularity. Instead, an
assassin’s, hyugm in the minds of Americans any faults
@adcmphasxzed his virtues.
L ﬁﬁ)’(ﬁ_ﬁ}ﬁ_kﬁﬁﬁ FBRERSE B _ZHBEN
IEX ’%ﬁaﬁﬁiﬁo
IEENF-ANBALXHEE:. AEREBAR N
09 DM o BIB9SO AR A R A RS — )
REE, BRI T 8. KARR T IOH B S8k o9 908 5 5
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B HBREN—ANHEERT EE, S_BEIAK
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An assassin’s bullet erased in the minds of Americans
whe had and emphasized his yirtues.
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