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+ The Father and His Quarreling Sons

N

L RS FEWRIILFA

A father had a family of sons who were perpetually quarreling among
themselves. When he failed to heal their disputes'™ by his exhortations, he
was determined to give them a practical illustration® of the evil of disunion.
And for this purpose one day he told them to bring him a bundle® of sticks.
When they had done so, he placed the faggot into the hands of each of them
in succession, and ordered them to break it into pieces. They tried with all
their strength, but they were not able to do it.

He next loosed the faggot, took the sticks separately!, one by one, and
again put them into his sons’ hands, upon which they broke them easily. He
then addressed them in these words, “My sons, if you are of one mind, and
unite to assist each other, you will be like this faggot, uninjured by all the
attempts of your enemies; but if you are divided among yourselves, you will

be broken as easily as these sticks.”

—RRXFFNANET  ZEBRFRHEREQNR, hLEZIFNERNMELM
N, RAFULNEER AT RELNOOF. ATREXNMEHN, F—Kthy
I thE—IRAMAER, L MIIERERE, BB RERES—IET
BYF o, BN FEX R, - MRAEFR, BRERERT.

Rt A, —RIRB AN F R, itk —3%, bEZERE N
P T . TRMMEFMRIER: ‘BTN MRERNARBLE K, TAEE, R
MERX AR —HF, REBIRMNBBATY; BNRRMNETHR, RIOBEHX
BEE—R, RE—RT

[1] dispute n. i [3] bundle n. i@, %k
[2] illustration n. #1]4E , 5{.8A [4] separately adv. %%}



« The Ass and His Purchaser'
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I PRITIFPA

A man wanted to buy an ass. He went to the market, and found a likely
one. But he wanted to test him first.

So he took the ass home, and put him into the stable® with the other
asses. The new ass looked around, and immediately went to a place next to
the laziest ass in the stable. When the man saw this, he put a halter on the
ass at once, and gave him back to his owner.

The owner felt quite surprised. He asked the man, “Why are you back
so soon? Have you tested him already?” “I don’t want to test him any
more,” replied the man, “From the companion he chose for himself, | could

see what sort of animal he is.”

—PABETHIH EETLPF, B —LIIRFENP, ERBBELRR
=T
fICPERIR , MAEB BN HEBY 78, ﬁ%%*ﬁ@?iﬁé?f.ﬁﬂﬂ%
EEE—ARFCHBENPFDL, TR, XPHASLLSERAPE LS, &6
ERLTRPHA
RPHAREREE, TREE: “REAXARKERT? RELRFT
LW KER: “FAAFRT , MPrERHARNPERE, RELMEMRR T4
HT."

[1] purchaser n. ¥ % & [2] stable n. & /&
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‘\( A Mouse Trap

A mouse looked through a crack in the wall to see the farmer and his
wife opening a package. What food might it contain? He was curious, He
was aghast'” to discover that it was a mouse trap!

Retreating® to the farmyard, the mouse proclaimed the warning, “There is
a mouse trap in the house! There is a mouse trap in the house!” The chicken
clucked and scratched, raised her head and said, “Mr. Mouse, | can tell you
this is a grave concern to you, but it is of no consequence to me. | cannot be
bothered by it.” The mouse turned to the pig and told him, “There is a mouse
trap in the house!” “I am so sorry, Mr. Mouse,” sympathized the pig, “but there
is nothing | can do about it but pray; be assured that you are in my prayers.”
The mouse turned to the cow, who replied, “Like wow, Mr. Mouse, a mouse
trap! Am | in grave danger? Haha.” With his head down, the mouse was
dejected to face the farmer’s mouse trap alone.

That very night a sound was heard throughout the house, like a sound
of the mouse trap catching its prey. The farmer’s wife rushed to see what
was caught. In the darkness, she did not see that it was a venomous snake
whose tail the trap had caught. The snake bit the farmer’s wife. The farmer
rushed her to the hospital. She returned home with a fever. Hearing that
fresh chicken soup could cure the fever, the farmer took his hatchet® to the
farmyard for the soup’s main ingredient. His wife’ s sickness continued so
that friends and neighbors came to sit with her around the clock. To feed
them, the farmer butchered the pig. The farmer’ s wife did not get well, in
fact, she died, and so many people came to her funeral that the farmer had

the cow slaughtered™ to provide meat for all of them to eat.

[1] aghast adj. *Z.1%#Y,"F K& [3] hatchet n. #2450\ #
[2] retreat v. R, iR 3P [4] slaughter v. & (4 o)
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2 BB A EN XA T HNRE—R R

MAERKE L, BEERTWE, WERRERXBRTHEY. RENETF
HEBELRBFHABRET . RED WRBFERFRET —FIENEE, X
B, BERBHR T h— Mo RREMTILEFETER, BRGFHH—EEHHELR
B, WTiHEAGHELRR, TRRAEEFTRIRFERTEE, BEETF
BRIENAR N, BEMNRERMRRNEBRELR, BT BEFMBN, KX R
TH. BR,EFHRFERNT. FEARSMBAEIL, RRRFXILAET
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e Chopsticks

A woman who had worked all her life to bring about good was granted
one wish: “Before | die, let me visit both hell and heaven.”

Her wish was granted.

She was whisked off to a great banqueting hall. The tables were piled
high with delicious food and drink. Around the tables, sat miserable, starving™
people as wretched? as could be. “Why are they like this?” she asked the
angle who accompanied her. “Look at their arms.” the angel replied. She
looked and saw that attached to the people’ s arms were long chopsticks
secured above the elbows®. Unable to bend their elbows, the people aimed
the chopsticks at the food, but missed every time and sat hungry, frustrated”
and miserable. “Is this indeed hell? Take me away from here!”

She was then whisked off to heaven. Again she found herself in a great
banqueting hall with delicious food piled high on the tables. Around the
tables sat people laughing, contented, and joyful. “No chopsticks here, |
suppose.” she said.

“Oh, yes. There are. Look, just as in hell they are long and attached

above the elbows, but look... here people have learnt to feed one another.”

[1] starve v. #4% [3] elbow n. A
[2] wretched adj. "TH-#9, R¥E#) [4] frustrated adj. % & &Y, # A 8
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