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Text

The Pickle Jar

The narrator’s family was not well-off. Yet ever since he was young, his father
was determined that he would go to college and have a better life. How did the fa-
ther manage to provide the son with a college education? What was it about the

ickle jar' that left the narrator and his wife so moved?
p ]

As far back as I can remember. the large pickle jar sat on
the floor beside the dresser” in my parents’ bedroom.

When he got ready for bed., Dad would empty his pockets
and toss’ his coins into the jar. As a small boy I was always fas-
cinated* at the sounds the coins made as they were dropped into
the jar. They landed with a merry jingle® when the jar was al-
most empty. Then the tones® gradually muted’ to a dull thud® as
the jar was filled. I used to squat’ on the floor in front of the
jar and admire the copper and silver circles that glinted like a
pirate’s'’ treasure when the sun poured through the bedroom
window.

When the jar was filled. Dad would sit at the kitchen table
and roll the coins before taking them to the bank. Taking the

-

| /'pikl 'dza:/ n.
BRIE
iresser /'dresa/ n. ks
ss /tos/ vt. A
nate /'feesmert / vt.
jingle /'damgal / n. T4 #
tone /teon/ n. &, EH

7. mute /mjutt/ vi. B

~thud /ead/ n. €& F
9. squat /'skwnot/ vi.

glint /glnt/ vi. ZH#HK

1. pirate /'patorst/ n. ##&
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coins to the bank was always a big production. Stacked neatly

in a small cardboard box. the coins were placed between Dad
and me on the seat of his old truck. Each and every time, as
we drove to the bank, Dad would look at me hopefully.
“Those coins are going to keep you out of the textile mill*,
son. You're going to do better than me. This old mill town’s
not going to hold you back.”” Also. each and every time. as
at the bank

“These are for

he slid the box of rolled coins across the counter
toward the cashier’, he would grin'® proudly.
my son’s college fund. He'll never work at the mill all his life
like me.”

We would always celebrate'” each deposit by stopping for
an ice cream cone'. 1 always got chocolate. Dad always got

vanilla”. When the clerk at the ice cream parlor handed Dad

his change. he would show me the few coins nestled” in his

palm. “When we get home. we’ll start filling the jar again.”

He always let me drop the first coins into the empty jar.
As they rattled around with a brief, happy jingle, we grinned
at each other. “You'll get to college on pennies. nickels”
dimes and quarters.” he said. “But you’ll get there. I'll see to
that.®”

The years passed. and I finished college and took a job in
another town. Once. while visiting my parents. I used the
phone in their bedroom. and noticed that the pickle jar was
gone. It had served its purpose and had been removed. A
rose in my throat” as I stared at the spot beside the
dresser where the jar had always stood. My dad was a man of
few words, and never lectured me on the values of determina-
tion. perseverance” . and faith. The pickle jar had taught me
all these virtues” far more eloquently than the most flowery
words could have done.

lump*

When I married. I
told my wife Susan
about the significant
part the lowly® pickle
jar had played in my
life as a boy. In my
mind. it defined® more
than anything else,
how much my dad had

‘ YﬂM 'xlm b M\? itk

Do
N

24.

25,

I l‘

. stack

. ice cream cone n.

. vanilla /vo'nila/ n.

. nestle /'nesl/ vt. 4&£ &M%

. nickel /'nikal / n.

i

/steek/ vi. AL

. textile mill /'tekstarl 'mil /

R

4. counter /'kavnta/n.3E&
5. cashier /kee'fta/ n. H4
. grin /grm/ vi.

(grinned.
grinning) %7 %

7. celebrate /'selibrert/ vt.

RAL
I 7
¥

(%\
) B4

. lump /1amp/ n. B3k

. perseverance / pasr'vio-

rons/ n. @ R4
virtue /'vaitju:/ n. £4%.
i&47

lowly /'louli/ a. &i@#4,
T Fusy J

5. define /di'fam/ vt. 38R

R
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loved me. No matter how rough things got at home.” Dad con-
tinued to doggedly”” drop his coins into the jar. Even the sum-
mer when Dad got laid off from the mill, and Mama had to
serve dried beans several times a week, not a single dime was
taken from the jar. To the contrary®, as Dad looked across the
table at me. pouring catsup” over my beans to make them
more palatable”, he became more determined than ever to
make a way out for me. “When you finish college. son.” he
told me. his eyes glistening® , “you’ll never have to eat beans
again unless you want to.”

The first Christmas after our daughter Jessica was born.
we spent the holiday with my parents. After dinner, Mom and
Dad sat next to each other on the sofa, taking turns cuddling®
their first grandchild. Jessica began to whimper® softly and Su-
san took her from Dad’s arms. “She probably needs to be
changed,” she said. carrying the baby into my parents’ bed-
room to diaper™ her.

When Susan came back into the living room, there was a
strange mist® in her eyes.® She handed Jessica back to Dad be-
fore taking my hand and quietly leading me into the room.
“Look,” she said softly, her eyes directing me to a spot on the
floor beside the dresser. To my amazement, there, as if it had
never been removed. stood the old pickle jar, the bottom al-
ready covered with coins.

I walked over to the pickle jar. dug down into my pocket.
and pulled out a fistful of coins. With a gamut® of emotions
choking” me,® I dropped the coins into the jar. I looked up
and saw that Dad, carrying Jessica, had slipped quietly into the
room. Our eyes locked.” and I knew he was feeling the same
emotions I felt. Neither one of us could speak.

3

. doggedly /'dogidli/ ad.

] 3k

to the contrary:

A8 B

9. catsup /'keetsop/ n. &t

palatable /'peelatabl / a.
Yoz 6

31. glisten /'gison/ vi. WA

A5

32. cuddie /'kadl/ vt. $RiE

whimper /'hwimpa/ vi.

u_g] Ui

L. diaper /'daleps/ vi. kA
35. mist /must/ n. % ER

3. gamut /'geemat/ n. A8
. choke /tlovk/ vi. Z &

From Chicken Soup for the Parent’s Soul . Jack Canfield & Mark Victor Hansen.

Health Communications. Inc.. 2000.
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. Comprehension of the text

I. Read the following statements and decide whether they are true (T) or false (F) accord-
ing to the text.

1. The sounds which the coins made as they were dropped into 7
the pickle jar greatly interested the narrator.

2. Before taking them to the bank. the father would ask his son 7
to count the coins.

3. The father was a bit ashamed each time he slid the box of 7
rolled coins across the counter at the bank.

4. After each deposit, the narrator would ask his father to buy 7
him a vanilla ice cream cone.

=
L‘I

L O L L

5. After graduation from college, the narrator worked in anoth-
er town.




The narrator felt that he had learned the values of determina-
tion. perseverance and faith from the pickle jar.

From what his father did. the narrator could feel his great
love for him. A

The narrator and his wife spent the first Christmas after their
marriage with his parents.

. Puzzled by what she saw. the narrator’s wife led him into his

parents’ bedroom.

. The narrator dropped a fistful of coins into the jar in return

for his father’s love for him.

. When the narrator was young,

A) he used to toss all the coins he had into a pickle jar

B) he used to like making sounds by dropping coins into a pickle jar
C) his father used to save all the coins he had

D) his father used to give him all the coins he had

By depositing the coins in the bank., the father was determined that
A) he would teach his son the virtue of thrift

B) he would leave as much money as possible to his son

C) his family would be better off in the future

D) his son would go to college and live a better life

. The narrator felt as he stared at the place where the jar had always stood.

A) strange B) puzzled
C) moved D) embarrassed

. It can be inferred from the passage that when the narrator was young,

A) his family was very poor

B) his father was more determined than his mother

C) his mother liked to serve dried beans for the family

D) he did very well in his studies

The narrator was amazed and moved to find that

A) the old pickle jar had never been removed

B) his father had never stopped depositing money

C) the old pickle jar was filled with coins

D) his father had started to save money for his baby daughter

. Taking the coins to the bank was always a big production. Stacked neatly in a small

-



sxtensive Reading (2)

cardboard box. the coins were placed between Dad and me on the seat of his old
truck. (L. 13)

. We would always celebrate each deposit by stopping for an ice cream cone. (L. 25)

As they rattled around with a brief, happy jingle. we grinned at each other.
(L; 31)

A lump rose in my throat as I stared at the spot beside the dresser where the jar had
always stood. (L. 38)

. No matter how rough things got at home., Dad continued to doggedly drop his coins
into the jar. (L. 54)

. When Susan came back into the living room. there was a strange mist in her eyes.
(L. 71)

Learning to use phrases and expressions from the text

1. Fillin the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

squat counter grin cashier stack
merry . virtue textile lump copper

. Two researchers have found that the more people who appear in our dreams the
happier we are on awakening. It’s a case of the more. the

. Jobs such as secretary. financial analyst. bank and accountant usually re-
quire a fair amount of writing.

. Silver is the best-conductor of electricity, following it closely.

. Their main exports are goods. especially silk and cotton.

In modern shopping plazas. customers pay at the cashier’s rather than at the

. The scene in the movie where the two lovers said goodbye really brought a
to my throat.
He down beside the footprints and examined them closely.
In traditional Chinese culture. *modesty” is seen as a ]
. All their goods are specially packaged so that they can be easily.

T

i
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" QUnit One 1. The Piclle Jar VRS

10. The children with pleasure when the old man gave them the sweets.

2. Translate the following sentences into English , using the words given in brackets.

1. FEER TR I AR MBI A AR o Al 30T 2 o0 2255 J124 50 U A 2 9 dmis. (to

the contrary)

2. FEFSeHEBEIE . A AP 20 LSRR B . 1Tk FRARF B 2 L BT R B9 L FE0

V% #% i . (take turns, to one’s amazement)

3. (RAPTRER — & (R 00T R ME R B4 EAERTHMRRI KR, (hold back)

4. AR —IF 5 R LT TR FEE I ZACERB U T % K A9 %% 7 St 428 il 4% 7 A8 At ']
BT RE S AR BMITF 2 AFAFESETFERM T, (keep ... out of, see

to)

5. WZIgU T idFAFJR I T —RK BHEAT. A C4RE T — & ik, (lay off)

o
RE=

o
L=

Questions for consideration

1. How do you finance your college education?
(parents’ support. part-time jobs. scholarship. bank loan)
2. Describe something that your parents have done for you and you still remember clearly.




