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Preface

When I first set out to write Educational Psychology: Theory and Practice, 1 had a very
clear purpose in mind. I wanted to give tomorrow’s teachers the intellectual ground-
ing and practical strategies they will need to be effective instructors. Most of the
textbooks published then, I felt, fell into one of two categories: stuffy or lightweight.
The stuffy books were full of research but were ponderously written, losing the flavor
of the classroom and containing few guides to practice. The lightweight texts were
breezy and easy to read but lacked the dilemmas and intellectual issues brought out by
rescarch. They contained suggestions of the “Try this!” variety, without considering
evidence about the effectiveness of those strategies.
My objective was to write a text that

e presents information that is as complete and up to date as the most research-
focused texts but is also readable, practical, and filled with examples and illustra-
tions of key ideas.

* includes suggestions for practice based directly on classroom research (tempered
by common sense) so that I can have confidence that when you try what I suggest,
it will be likely to work.

* helps you transfer what you learn in educational psychology to your own teaching
by making explicit the connection between theory and practice through numer-
ous realistic examples. Even though I have been doing educational research since
the mid-1970s, I find that I never really understand theories or concepts in educa-
tion until someone gives me a compelling classroom example; and I believe that
most of my colleagues (and certainly teacher education students) feel the same
way. As a result, the words for example or similar ones appear hundreds of times
in this text.

© appeals to readers; therefore, I have tried to write in such a way that you will almost
hear students’ voices and smell the lunch cooking in the school cafeteria as you read.

These have been my objectives for the book from the first edition to this, the eighth
edition. With every edition, I have made changes throughout the text, adding new ex-
amples, refining language, and deleting dated or unessential material. I am meticulous
about keeping the text up to date, so this edition has more than 2,000 reference cita-
tions, more than one-third of which are from 2000 or later. Although some readers may
not care much about citations, I want you and your professors to know what research
supports the statements I’ve made and where to find additional information.

The field of educational psychology and the practice of education have changed a
great deal in recent years, and I have tried to reflect these changes in this edition. Only
a few years ago, direct instruction and related teacher effectiveness research were domi-
nantin educational psychology. Then constructivist methods, portfolio and performance
assessments, and other humanistic strategies returned. Now, emphasis on “back to the
basics” is returning, which requires teachers more than ever to plan outcomes and teach
purposefully, qualities that I emphasize in this edition as intentional teaching. In the
first and second editions of this text, I said that we shouldn’t entirely discard discovery
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Concept Map: Text
Organization in Relation
to the Concept of
Educational Psychology

learning and humanistic methods despite the popularity, then, of direct instruction.
In the next editions, I made just the opposite plea: that we shouldn’t completely dis-
card direct instruction despite the popularity of active, student-centered teaching and
constructivist methods of instruction. I continue to advocate a balanced approach to
instruction. No matter what their philosophical orientations, experienced teachers
know that they must be proficient in a wide range of methods and must use them

thoughtfully.

The cighth edition presents new research and practical applications of many topics.
Throughout, this edition reflects the “cognitive revolution” that has transformed edu-
cational psychology and teaching. The accompanying figure presents a concept map
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of the book’s organization.
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Preface xvii

Given the developments in education in recent years, particularly with the intro-
duction of the No Child Left Behind legislature in 2001 and the focus on standards,
no one can deny that teachers matter or that teachers’ behaviors have a profound
impact on student achievement. To make that impact positive, teachers must have
both a deep understanding of the powerful principles of psychology as they apply to
education and a clear sense of how these principles can be applied. The intentional
teacher is one who constantly reflects on his or her practices and makes instructional
decisions based on a clear conception of how these practices affect students. Effective
teaching is neither a bag of tricks nor a set of abstract principles; rather, it is intelligent
application of well-understood principles to address practical needs. I hope this edi-
tion will help you develop the intellectual and practical skills you need to do the most
important job in the world—teaching.

{//FOW THIS BOOK IS ORGANIZED

The chapters in this book address three principal themes: students, teaching, and
learning (see the Concept Map). Each chapter discusses important theories and in-
cludes many examples of how these theories apply to classroom teaching.

This book emphasizes the intelligent use of theory and research to improve in-
struction. The chapters on teaching occupy about one-third of the total pages in
the book, and the other chapters all relate to the meaning of theories and research
practice. Whenever possible, the guides in this book present specific programs and
strategies that have been evaluated and found to be effective, not just suggestions of
things to try.

“NEW AND EXPANDED COVERAGE

Among the many topics that receive new or greater coverage in

this edition are the impact of educational standards on teacher cer- jm«iﬁﬁ"&ﬁﬁ ;;ﬁ{;";,,ffmfxﬁm
tification or licensure (Chapter 1); family involvement (Chapter 4); 'ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁ&”ﬁ%&xﬁ;ﬁﬁiﬁlﬁi
English Language Learners and bilingual education (Chapter 4); S
research on the brain (Chapter 6); No Child Left Behind (Chapter e
9); technology applications (Chapter 9); preventing serious be- E'“:::Mwﬂ
havior problems (Chapter 11); the most recent changes in IDEA f”"’“?“’,,,wuw
(Chapter 12); and accountability aspects of No Child Left Behind e
(Chapter 14). st
'y
[FEATURES

Each chapter of the text opens with a vignette depicting a real-life
situation that educators encounter. Throughout the chapter nar-
rative, I refer to the issues raised in the vignette. In addition, you

have the opportunity to respond to the vignette in several related %
4 . . 12 Teti oo
features, such as the Using Your Experience sections that follow I s iy
z . 5 BLiE . e 308, L. 4 ek ey e
cach vignette. Each of these sections provides critical and creative A
. . . . . .. o e W B
thinking questions and cooperative learning activities that allow ;i:':&;:ﬁ;}m:\wmmmh@wmw
g i o o TR
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you to work with the issues brought up in the vignette, activate
your prior knowledge, and begin thinking about the ideas the
chapter will explore.
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The intentional and Reflective Teacher

One attribute seems to be a characteristic of all outstanding teachers: intentionality,
or the ability to do things for a reason, purposefully. Intentional teachers constantly
think about the outcomes they want for their students and how each decision they
make moves students toward those outcomes. A key feature in each chapter, The
Intentional Teacher is designed to help you develop and apply a set of strategies to
carry out your intentionality. It will help you internalize a set of questions that can
aid you in planning, teaching, and revising your practice in intentional ways. In each
chapter, you will consider answers to the following questions from a new vantage
point grounded in chapter content, and you will find new examples at all grade levels
and in all subject areas to illustrate those answers. The Intentional Teacher focuses
your attention on these questions:

1. What do I expect my students to know and be able to do at the end of this lesson?
How does this contribute to course objectives and to students’ needs to become
capable individuals?

2. What knowledge, skills, needs, and interests do my students have that must be
taken into account in my lesson?

3. What do I know about the content, child development, learning, motivation, and
effective teaching strategies that I can use to accomplish my objectives?

4. What instructional materials, technology, assistance, and other resources are avail-
able to help me accomplish my objectives?

5. How will I plan to assess students’ progress toward my objectives?

6. How will I respond if individual children or the class as a whole are not on track
toward success? What is my backup plan?

The Intentional Teacher will help you combine your increasing knowledge of
principles of educational psychology, your growing experience with learners, and your
creativity to make intentional instructional decisions that will help students become
enthusiastic, effective learners.
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Preface Xix

Teaching Dilemmas To support the focus on inten-
tionality and reflection, this edition introduces new OT e
Teaching Dilemmas: Cases to Consider throughout
the chapters. Each case offers a dialogue or vignette in-
tended to evoke thoughtful discussion and debate on
issues educators constantly face: balancing structure
and freedom, colorblindness and respect for diversity,
high expectations and attainable goals, focusing on tests
versus focusing on children, and many more. Each of
the Teaching Dilemmas ends with Questions for Re-
flection that prompt thoughtful consideration about
the dilemma, asking students to place themselves in the
dilemma and offer possible solutions. No easy answers
are readily available, as there are so few in teaching, but
there is plenty of room for discussion.
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Personal Reflections  Also in line with the emphasis
on reflective, intentional practice, I’ve added a feature
that is intended to bring a bit of myself from behind
the curtain that usually divides author and readers. In
sections called Personal Reflections, I reflect on my
own experiences as a teacher, researcher, and parent to
illuminate various aspects of the text. As a reader, it is
important for you to know that behind each textbook is
an author whose experiences, values, and perspectives
shape the text.

s Cartoons  Also new to this edition, a series of cartoons
created just for this book by my colleague James Bravo
illustrate key concepts in educational psychology. These
are intended to be humorous but also to make you re-
flect. I hope you like them!

3 o e
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Theory into Practice The Theory into Practice
sections in each chapter help you acquire and de-
velop the tools you need to be an effective teacher.
These sections present specific strategies for apply-
ing information to the classroom.

Guided Study Each chapter offers features to
help you regulate your own learning: a Chap-
ter Outline to guide your study objectives;
glossary and cross-reference Connections anno-
tations in the margins; a Chapter Summary to
help you review your reading; and a list of Key
Terms with page references at the end of each
chapter.

Licensure This edition has multiple tools to help you apply your learning to licen-
sure and certification. In each chapter you can both identify and practice the appropri-
ate knowledge and skills you have attained.

CeRTIREARION BsNIER

pe
FWum
ON YEA!

¢ To help you assess your own learning and pre-
pare for licensure exams, Certification Point-
ers identify content likely to be on certification
tests.

¢ A special marginal icon identifies content that
correlates to INTASC standards. These cor-
respond closely to Praxis and many state assess-
ments patterned on Praxis.

e In addition, special Self-Assessment: Practic-
ing for Licensure features at the end of each
chapter are also designed to resemble the types
of questions and content typically encountered
on state certification tests.

Internet Connections  Educational Psychology: Theory and Practice also includes three
special Internet connections that encourage you to go beyond the text to learn all that
you can about educational psychology.

e The first is a new feature called On the Web that appears within the text and
lists useful websites providing further information on topics discussed in each

chapter.
“oNTHEWES
For more on peer tutoring see the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory at
www.nwrel.org.
New mﬁ‘éjj““' ¢ The second is a Themes of the Times connection located on the Companion
nytl r%eg ok Shmes Website (www.ablongman.com/slavin8e) and directly linked to specially selected

New York Times articles that present differing perspectives on contemporary topics

pertinent to educational psychology.



e Finally, in the Key Terms sections at the end
of each chapter, an icon prompts you to use
Research Navigator™. This powerful research
tool allows you to investigate key concepts

ere base

and terms from the book using a collection of i Mo Ty e

aciul moral behavicr

resources available to you online, including
EBSCO’s ContentSelect Academic Journal
Database and The New York Times. Purchase
of this book allows you free access to this ex-
clusive pool of information and data. Your
personal access code and instructions are in-
cluded on the inside cover of this book.

Using Research Navigator

Educational Psychology: Theory and Practice is designed to integrate the content of
the book with the valuable research tool, Research Navigator™, a collection of re-
search databases, instruction, and contemporary publications available to you online
through www.mylabschool.com.

In the Key Terms section at the end of every chapter you’ll see special Research
prompts cueing you to visit the Research Navigator™ website, using the key terms
in each chapter to expand the concepts of the text and to further explore the work
being done in the field of educational psychology. To gain access to Research Navi-
gator™, go to www.mylabschool.com and log in using the access code you’ll find
on the inside front cover of your text. Research Navigator™ learning aids include the
following:

EBSCO’s ContentSelect Academic Journal Database EBSCO’s ContentSelect Aca-
demic Journal Database contains scholarly, peer-reviewed journals. These published
articles provide you with specialized knowledge and information about your research
topic. Academic journal articles adhere to strict scientific guidelines for methodology
and theoretical grounding. The information obtained in these individual articles is
more scientific than information you would find in a popular magazine, in a newspa-
per article, or on a Web page.

The New York Times Search by Subject Archive Because newspapers are issued in
regular installments (for example, daily, weekly, or monthly), they provide contem-
porary information. Information in newspapers may be useful, or even critical, for
finding up-to-date material or information to support specific aspects of your topic.
Research Navigator™ gives you access to a one-year, “search by subject” archive of
articles from one of the world’s leading newspapers—The New York Times.

“Best of the Web” Link Library Link Library, the third database included on Re-
search Navigator™, is a collection of Web links, organized by academic subject and
key terms. Searching on your key terms will provide you a list of five to seven editori-
ally reviewed websites that offer educationally relevant and reliable content. The Web
links in Link Library are monitored and updated each week, reducing your incidence
of finding “dead” links.

In addition, Research Navigator™ includes extensive online content detailing the
steps in the research process, including:
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Preface

o made subects, Stud

(mylabschool

oo e o B



Preface www.ablongman.com/siavinge

e Starting the Research Process

e Finding and Evaluating Sources
e Citing Sources

¢ Internet Research

e Using Your Library

e Starting to Write

Go to www.ablongman.com/aboutrn.com for more information on how to
use Research Navigator™.

ég"i’i}i)EN"? SUPPLEMENTS

& e In MyLabSchool, discover where the classroom comes to life! MyLabSchool is a
CfnylabSChOOI suite of online tools, available at www.mylabschool.com, designed to help your
e — students make a smooth transition from student to teacher. MyLabSchool allows
students to observe real classrooms in action and helps students prepare for getting
a job. With portfolio development assistance, career advice, and Praxis preparation,
your students will leave your course ready for the next step. MyLabSchool includes a
direct connection to Research Navigator™. Access to this valuable supplement is free
with the purchase of a new text. See inside the front cover for your access code!

A new Teaching Dilemma Casebook, packaged free upon instructor request,
provides elementary and secondary case studies that demonstrate common dilem-
mas that arise in today’s classrooms. The Casebook includes four detailed cases
per chapter that are closely integrated with the content and augmented by guiding
questions and sample responses on the text website. Students will read about the
ethical, moral, and political conflicts teachers face on a daily basis and reflect upon
the possible solutions, better preparing them for the split-second decision making
required of them as teachers. This supplement can be packaged with the text at
no additional charge. Contact your representative for details.

Preparing for Licensure Guides help students prepare for special state licensure
tests, such as Praxis, with exercises closely tied into specific content from the
text. Special guides have been prepared for General Certification and Praxis and
four state-specific certification tests: Texas, Florida, New York, and California.This
supplement can be packaged with the text at no additional charge. Contact your
representative for details.

The robust Companion Website (www.ablongman.com/slavin8e) is organized
by chapter and provides a full complement of Study Guide resources including
pre-reading and post-reading study materials; self-check quizzes and practice tests;
special New York Times articles; a complete guide to conducting research on the
Internet; answers to Self-Assessment features; ongoing discussions about possible
solutions to case studies in the book and in the new Teaching Dilemma Casebook;
teaching strategies; lecture notes; Web links; and a correlation chart outlining the
INTASC Principles and NCATE Standards addressed in the text.

AXNSTRUCTOR SUPPLEMENTS

* The Instructor’s Resource Manual with Test Items contains chapter over-
views, annotated lecture outlines, suggested readings and media, answers to the
textbook Self-Assessment features, handout masters, and a complete offering of
assessment items leveled for difficulty.

® The Computerized Test Bank contains a variety of testing items. The printed
Test Bank is also available electronically through our computerized testing system:



TestGen EQ. Instructors can use TestGen EQ to create exams in just minutes
by selecting from the existing database of questions, editing questions, or writ-
ing original questions. Testing items in the test bank include multiple-choice,
true—false, short-answer, conceptual essay, reflective essay, and concept integra-
tion questions. Concept integration items ask students to apply a combination of
concepts and principles to a written teaching scenario.
The Intentional Teacher Video offers vignettes tied to chapter content that
showcase intentional teachers and situations that educators encounter.
The PowerPoint™ Presentation consists of outline slides for use in the class-
room and lecture outlines for faculty. (Available for download from Supplement
Central at http://suppscentral.ablongman.com.) New enrichment lectures in
current areas of interest, such as IDEA 2004 and research on the brain, are also
available.
¢ Allyn and Bacon Transparencies for Educational Psychology IV is an updated
package that includes over 150 full-color acetates.
* “What Every Teacher Should Know About” series contains short booklets that
cover the basic concepts of key topics in Education from Assessment to IDEA and
NCLB. (Speak with your Allyn and Bacon/Longman representative. )
In MyLabSchool, discover where the classroom comes to life! MyLabSchool
is a suite of online tools, available at www.mylabschool.com, designed to help
your students make a smooth transition from student to teacher. MyLabSchool
allows students to observe real classrooms in action and helps students prepare
for getting a job. With portfolio development assistance, career advice, and Praxis
preparation, your students will leave your course ready for the next step. MyLab-
School includes a direct connection to Research Navigator™. Access to this valu-
able supplement is free with the purchase of a new text. See inside the front cover
for your access code!
¢ VideoWorkshop for Educational Psychology is a new way to bring video into
your course for maximized learning! This total teaching and learning system in-
cludes quality video footage on an easy-to-use CD-ROM plus a Student Learning
Guide and an Instructor’s Teaching Guide. The result? A program that brings
textbook concepts to life with ease and that helps your students understand, ana-
lyze, and apply the objectives of the course. VideoWorkshop is available for your
students as a value-pack option with this textbook. (Special package ISBN re-
quired from your representative.)
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