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Preface

No doubt, the creation of historic event subject painting is much more difficult in academic aspect,
since the creation of historic event subject painting is a total censorship to the comprehensive quality and
cultivation of artist. The historic event paintings are easy to be criticized, the cultivation and skills of artist
are developed in the harsh criticism. How difficult it is to be an artist of creation of the historic event subject
painting! Therefore, I am satisfied with having made a little achievement!

It has been always the dream that to make achievement in creation of historic event subject painting
in my school age. After many years hard work, have made a certain achievements in this area. Not only
have I gotten the chance to practise and train, enlighten my eyesight and widen my view through the fierce
competition on art creation project of national significant historic event subject, but also have learned lots
of qualities and skills from predecessors and colleagues, left a footprint on the highest platform of artistic
creation of China! A fantastic dream was achieved gradually into a colorful reality...

Today, national art creation project of significant historic event subject which learns historical
phenomenon of rejuvenation of art in Italia, France, Russia and America and other countries with vitally
powerful culture as source and it is a quite unprecedented measure of significantly cultural buildup that is
matched to the powerfully national culture of present China. To select the most excellent artists sponsored
by nation, to create a proud artistic milestone for nation and nationality.

The historic event painting is the portrait of nation and nationality, is also the portrayal of artist’s
character. It is indispensable to show the national heroism, these works contain rich content, cheer up the
spirit of nationality and enhance the historical memory of nationality. At present, American museums are
still searching for the classical works that reflect the significant historic event on American history, bringing
them return to America and telling their descendants about the ancestors” footprints. My work “The Hump
Pilot” was collected in American museum is evidence.

Rich and colorful Chinese history provides the unlimited creative resources for creation of historic event
artist. The vitally powerful economy is a prerequisite for the vitally powerful culture. The large creation
cannot be born through lack of taking part in and sponsoring by government and related organizations,
works like these ordered by government must possess guaranteed necessities for creating, attaching related
rules for collecting artists and collecting works, if related criteria access to be possessed, top quality and
valuable works will come into being sooner or later. In art history, lots of classical historic event subject
paintings were given birth to and reserved under similar conditions. Developing, cultivating and leading
excellent artist is not a piece of cake, the artists must suffer from loneliness and painstaking training, so
that could create the top quality works. Unstable mood and being eager for instant success and quick profits
should lead to the failure on the way towards success, that is said: “Haste does not bring success”, and
should go far towards the opposite. The road of creation for historic event subject artist has always been
hard and cannot turn back, it is along this road, we can see boundlessly rosy clouds and get pleasure, and
the hardship associates with the honor.

In recent years, I am planning to write and publish this book, seeking a chance to achieve it. At the
moment of the sea of books, my book was born at last. I wonder what of this book will bring you? All of
these are out of my expectation. It takes years of hard work to cultivate ability of thinking and drawing, I
have suffered from loneliness and painstaking training in silence, about them you can read some segments
in the book, the road of art is actually filled with frustration and difficulties, after many years hard work, it
proved that I stick to my hope and scholarship no matter how little they may be, words and pictures inside
this book recorded the truth—what you pay is much more than what you gain.

Bringing me into full play in creating of figure portrait, landscape, illustration, story picture and so on for
years, but I would like to devote myself much more to create large historic event subject painting. In the
book, only are there four paintings of a number of historic event subject works [ created being showed as
symbol.

I have to thank you for your attention and reading this book, I am very grateful to ladies, gentlemen,
friends belong to various circles and collection agencies for your help and support for years!

e S

Middle Fall of 2010, Kunming
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Zhao Lizhong
Artistic Curriculum Vitae (1999~2009)

0 In 1999, gained special order from national Ministry of Culture to create the historic event project large oil painting “Black Day<1887+
Signed ‘Sino-Portugal Friendship Treaty about Having Trade Relations’ . The work was brought to show in “China Artistic Great
Achievements Exhibition” and was awarded the government prize—the silver prize by national Ministry of Culture

o In 2000, was invited by government of Macao Special Administrative Region, was collected by national Ministry of Culture to take part in
the opening ceremony of “China Artistic Great Achievements Exhibition™ in Macao as a member of Chinese famous artists delegation. The
delegation was made up Li Yuanchao—the vice minister of national Ministry of Culture as the head of the delegation, Wu Guanzhong—
famous artist, Jin Shangyi—the president of the Central Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA), Xia Shuoqi—famous art critic and other Chinese
famous artists and Mr. He Houhua, the official of Macao Special Administrative Region—to take part in together the opening ceremony of
“China Artistic Great Achievements Exhibition™ held in Macao

0 The historic event project large oil painting “Black Day +1887¢ signed *Sino-Portugal Friendship Treaty about Having Trade Relations’ ™ was
collected by Macao Museum

o In 2001, historic event large oil painting “Sunrise in the East 1949.10.1 Tian An Men” was showed on the Yunnan Provincial Art Works
Exhibition

o In 2002, was invited by Russian International Culture Exchange Foundation, was collected to join the religious and cultural delegation to
investigate the religion and cultural art heritage preservation in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, and was interviewed by the ambassador of
China in Russia, and discussed with him about some related subjects

0 In 2003, created the large oil painting “Gorgeous Three Parallel Rivers™ for the foreign affairs meeting hall of new building of Yunnan
Provincial Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)

0 In 2004, was invited by Zhaotong council government to create the historic event subject large oil painting “Zhaxi Meeting”for the order of
Zhaxi Museum, the complete work was collected by Zhaxi Museum

0 In 2005, to create the large range of oil paintings about historic event “Bi Xue Qian Qiu”™—*Fighting on Mt. Songshan ”, “Chinese
Expedition”, “The Hump Pilot” and “The Expedition to Help the Allied Armies in Yenangyaung”, to commemorate the Anti-Japanese War
Victory 60" Anniversary, especially to hold the exhibition, Xinhua News Agency gave an extraordinary report about my own personal
exhibition of the large range of war subject historic oil paintings about “Bi Xue Qian Qiu”—*"Fighting on Mt. Songshan”, “Chinese
Expedition”, “The Hump Pilot™ and “The Expedition to Help the Allied Armies in Yenangyaung”, and aroused the strong reflection among
people. Hundreds of veterans and their families, Chen Xiangmei and Claire Lee Chennault’s descendants paid a visit to see paintings,
Associated Press and L’Agence France-Press, etc also transmitted the news

o In 2005, Hong Kong Phoenix Television Chinese made an interview for me in Kunming in March, and broadcast the program worldwide on
August 9" 2005

0 In 2005, the curator of Louisiana Aviation Military Museum (U.S.A.) Jerry * Smith and American celebrity Linda Noe Laine heard the news
and came to Kunming to collect the painting “The Hump Pilot” (named by American part) in the museum, meanwhile gave a higher praise.
The curator Jerry « Smith said: “It is the first time for Chinese artist’s work to be collected in American Aviation Military Museum, not only
the honor of artist, but also the honor of museum”

0 In 2006, in the New Year’s Eve, Dong Jianhua—the former official of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region came to the meeting hall of
Yunnan Provincial Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) to visit the large oil painting “Gorgeous
Parallel Three Rivers”

o In 2006, gained Yunnan provincial “Four Kinds Excellent Propagandists Project™—The Prize of Yunnan Literature Art Contribution

0 In 2006, to Europe to investigate the culture, art and historical sites in Holland, Germany, France, Italy and other west Europe countries

o In 2006, in America to commemorate “Died Soldiers Day” on May 27", the war history large oil painting “The Hump Pilot” was held
the formal opening ceremony of collection in American Aviation Military Museum. And graved my name, photo, curriculum vitae and
inscription on metal board showing visitors in museum, at the same time, the authorized copies of war history large oil painting “The Hump

Pilot™ was distributed in the museum



o In 2007, was invited to create the large oil painting portrait “Sun Yat-sen in century history” by the Central Committee of the Revolutionary
Committee of the Chinese Kuomintang, Yunnan Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China and Yunnan Provincial Committee
of Revolutionary Committee of Chinese Kuomintang held a solemn departure ceremony in Kunming on October 18", On the October 9",
this painting was presented solemnly to the Central Committee of the Revolutionary Committee of the Chinese Kuomintang, meanwhile held
the collection ceremony on the meeting of “to commemorate Sun Yat-sen was born 140" anniversary” in Beijing

0 In 2007, through strict assessment, National Ministry of Culture declared the initially qualified artists list of “National Significant Historic
Event Creative Projects” in the beginning of October, I got project No.76 that was “International Cooperation in War”, and | was also the
only one artist that came from Yunnan

o0 In February 2007, I was highly commended for significant achievements I had made in past few years by Propaganda Department of Yunnan
Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China, Yunnan Provincial Department of Culture. Yunnan Provincial Administration of
Radio and Television and Yunnan Provincial Federation of Literary and Art Circles

o In March 2007, I was collected in celebrity data of Yunnan Archives Administration

o In April 2007, was invited by People’s Government of Diging Tibetan Ethnic Minority Autonomy Prefecture to create the “1936.5 Zhongdian
Meeting™ historic event large oil painting, and it was collected by Shangri-La Red Army Long March Museum

o In November 2007, National Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Finance declared the formally qualified artists list collected to join
“National Significant Historic Event Art Creative Project”, and showed the details through all kinds of media, I got project No.66 that was
“International Cooperation in War™, I was the only one artist that came from Yunnan. On the same day, I took part in signing ceremony of
“the Responsibility Promise of Authorized Creation™ of national significant historic event art creative project held by Ministry of Culture in
Beijing

o On October 15" 2007, was invited by National Ministry of Culture to attend the opening ceremony at Hong Kong Hall “Century Grand
Achievements—China Painting Art Exhibition” to celebrate Hong Kong regression 10" anniversary and made a speech at the opening
ceremony was as representative of Chinese artists. The work of historic event large oil painting “Sunrise in the East 1949.10.1 Tian An
Men™ that I created was the focus of this grand exhibition, in November of this year, this painting was transferred to Beijing to be showed in
Military Museum of the Chinese People’s Revolution and was collected by the museum

o In October 2007, was invited by national Ministry of Culture and PLA Political Department General to show historic event large oil painting
“1944 Summer Fighting on Mt. Songshan” in Beijing

o On March 8" 2009, was awarded “Excellent Works Prize of Yunnan Provincial Valuable Cultural Project (only two items belong to Yunnan)”
by Yunnan Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China because of oil painting I created “1944 Chinese Expedition”

0 In July 2009, created historic event large oil painting “Creation of Donglu” for the 16" World Congress of the International Union of
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences

O In August 2009, was invited to create a range (7 pieces) of historic event oil paintings about “Zhu De During the Period of Jiangwutang™ for
the Museum of Yunnan Army Jiangwutang for Army college has been founded 100 years

o On September 22" 2009, national Ministry of Culture significant historic event creation project <1944 « Chinese expedition” was completed
after 2 years creating course, was held solemnly opening ceremony in the Chinese Art Gallery in 60" anniversary of foundation of state in
Beijing. On the same day, I was conferred the honorary certificate by Cai Wu—the Minister of Ministry of Culture in Beijing

o In October 2009, was invited by Yunnan Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China and Yunnan Provincial People’s
Government to create two large epically historic event oil paintings “Zheng He Went Abroad to Explore West” and “Zhuang Qiao Marched

into Dian State” in main hall of Haigeng Hall of Yunnan
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