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Rock and Roll

Rock and roll has its origin in three different traditions of music. Perhaps the largest influence on
rock came from the rhythm and blues (R & B) music popular in the southwestern United States during
the 1930s and 1940s. Both the rhythm and singing style of R & B artists can be found in modern rock
music. For example, R & B singers often had to shout over the loud music played by their bands, and
rock singers today still copy this style. Early rock music was also heavily influenced by the gospel and
country music of the 1950s. These elements, along with the typical lyrics focusing on teenage concerns
such as school, parents, cars, and love, all combined to create the music now known as rock and roll.

Rock and roll first became popular in 1954, and the first true superstar of rock and roll was, of
course, Elvis Presley. With his sexy looks and his controversial dancing style, he captured the
imagination and hearts of young people around the world. Although no figures have ever been
published, he was surely the most successful solo artist in history. Over his career from 1956 to 1977, he
had all sold more than 170 major hit singles and more than 80 top-selling albums. According to the
Billboard charts, he remains the most successful male soloist with nine No. 1 singles.

In the early 1960s, rock and roll suffered a brief decline in popularity for two reasons. First, Elvis
Presley went into the army and did not record for a while, and second, record companies began to try
and make rock music more suitable for all music lovers. Record companies tried promoting brand new
artists who did not have the energy and defiance of early rock singers. Not surprisingly, audiences failed
to flock to these artists as they had to Elvis Presley and Chuck Berry. Then, in 1962, the Beatles brought
rock and roll back to life and made it louder and more defiant than before. This band of four young men
from Liverpool, England went on to become the most successful musical group in history. Estimates of
Beatles records and tapes place sales at well over one billion copies worldwide, and all four members of
the band went on to sell millions more records over their solo careers. The Beatles recorded fourteen
No. 1 singles, giving them the most No. 1 singles on the Billboard charts for any group or solo artist.

After the Beatles broke up in 1970, another decline began as rock and roll broke into three popular
styles — country rock, folk (which was quieter with more acoustic guitar), and heavy metal. A new
sound from Jamaica, reggae, also began to appear, and even though musicians liked it, audiences only
bought it from time to time. In the mid-1970s, disco began to sweep the music industry. Seemingly in



reaction to this disco movement, punk rock began in England. Actually, the social, economic, and
racial problems in England at the time gave rise to punk rock, and the music used loud backing music and
violent lyrics.

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, musicians toned down the anger in punk music and developed new
wave music. Record labels found this new music highly marketable, and bands such as Blondie and The
Clash suddenly came into popularity. New creative ideas in music continue to change rock and roll, and

this has given rise recently to such styles as techno, alternative, and grunge rock.

Dictionary >>>

gospel /'gospal/ n. a set of instrument or teachings I, # X

lyrics /'lirtks/ n. the words of a song ¥KiF]

controversial  /kontro'vaifal/  a. likely to cause argument or disagreement 2|45 11

capture /'keept[o/ v. to catch someone i3k, 15 5|

solo /'soulou/ n. a musical composition for one voice or instrument (with or
without accompaniment) Jlg, iz

album /'eelbom/ n. one or more recordings issued together I F4&

decline /di'klain/ v. change toward something smaller or lower [, 75 /0>

flock /flok/ v. to gather or move in large crowds R4

defiant /di'tarent/ a. fearlessly refusing to obey BHi ), A

| Motes >>>

1. R&B: 224 Rhythm & Blues, —ftiffE“ TR LM A Y2 HEH”. "X L, R&B A “BA
MRAT & R”, EIR TR AW Blues 7 5, 2BV H AT SR ABE R RE . Billboard 42 %% R &
R & BAITA BAE S5 T Jazz il Blues Z4b, #1414k R& B, \T . R& B T BIEZ AWM 2. it
RN S SRR N 1T Hip-Hop #1 Rap #/E T- R & B, JE H R BRHEFE AR R & B {47,

2. Elvis Presley: SR/RKYEHT » 3HTH](1935—1977, H3Cai S R £ & 20 42 50 44836 B A K
BT #R WIRIRZ EFRS R R R A Xl T E R 5Tk

3. the Beatles: SEFEZIMABIRANBEL 17, JRgEA 20 A HA WA KRB . #£ 8 FEMatch, MifTAHE
AR T PRI AR FIRAT AR » 1 HoaK e ol 28 T Be A 7 AR TR 35

4. reggac: H SRR, —F T BMRITESR.

5. These elements, along with the typical lyrics focusing on teenage concerns such as school, parents,
cars, and love, all combined to create the music now known as rock and roll.
B4 . X A4H T8 £ 38 £ these elements, 1§ 7& £ combined, known as rock and roll £ music & & B &%,
B RERF, A EARFSFACHFELRE X F AFPERT S OO RDHE, ARABART
REMBRABRR"HEAFFRBA,



6. The Beatles recorded fourteen No. 1 singles, giving them the most No. 1 singles on the Billboard

charts for any group or solo artist.

WRAT: record B & BB R 6l & R ssingle H R B R B AL H#7 s giving BAE S,

FHERRE.

B WAL RARHAGERTA T wE Ll L R —, ZRFRNBA £ BCALEM)F R HATH LA
FEBHLF—REWABEL, ZRRGR S TR BRSSPI RR T RIELALY,

W Post-reading Exercises >>>

1. Reading Comprehension

Directions: Choose the best answer for each item .

1.

Which is the similarity between rock music and R & B music?
A. The rhythm of both is the same.

B. The singers of both shout over the loud music.

C. Both are performed by the same musical instrument.

D. Nothing is same between the two.

. Who was the most successful solo artist in history?

A. Elvis Presley. B. The Beatles.

C. Reggae band. D. Blondie and The Clash.
. Why did rock and roll suffered a decline in popularity in 1960s?

A. Elvis Presley joined the army.

B. Record companies changed the style of rock music a bit.
C. Record companies introduced new singers.

D. All of the above.

What was the influence of the Beatles on rock and roll?

A. The Beatles spread rock and roll to the whole world.

B. The Beatles published the most records.

C. The Beatles were most welcomed by the people.

D. The Beatles helped rock and roll survive its first decline.

. What is the recent situation of rock and roll?

A. It will disappear soon with the rising of other music styles.
B. It remains the same as it was.

C. It is still popular though some changes occur.

D.

It is now more popular than ever.

. Vocabulary and Structure

Section A

Directions: Complete the following sentences with the appropriate words or phrases given in the box.

Change the form if necessary.



transfer disappear roar miss manner

give off have access to pass on for sake of take office
1. He hoped the firm would him to the Paris branch.
2. The beam that is by a laser differs in several ways from the light that comes out of a
flashlight.
3. The local government often says that children should the information superhighway.
4. The rapid development of communications technology is transforming the in which people
communicate across time and space.
5. Gestures are an important means to messages.
6. Never do wrong mongey.
7. The manager urged his staff not to the splendid opportunity.
8. Many a player who had been highly thought of has from the tennis scene.
9. The of airplane engines announced a coming air raid.
10. Mr. Gao as the new manager of the company.
Section B

Directions: Rewrite each sentence with the words or phrases in brackets, keeping the same meaning. The
first part has been written for you.
1. Instead of sitting quietly, these boys were making a lot of noise. (rather than)
These boys
2. The manager showed up just as the clock struck twelve. (until)
Not :
3. What the picture conveys to us is thought-provoking though it is simple. (as)

Simple ,

4. Only by their hard work did these famous football players win our favor and earn our respect.
(without)
Famous football players

5. We can be worthy of the name of a Chinese only in this way. (afford)
Only in this way

Il. Cloze
Directions: There are 20 blanks in the following passage. For each blank there are four choices marked A,
B, Cand D. You should choose the ONE that best fits into the passage .
Music comes in many forms; most countries have a style of theirown. 1 the turn of the century

when jazz was born, America had no prominent 2  of its own.

No one knows exactly when jazz was _ 3 , or by whom.

But it began to be 4 in the early 1900s.Jazz is Americas contribution to _ 5  music.

In contrast to classical music, which 6 formal European traditions, jazz is spontaneous and
freeform.
It bubbles with energy, 7 the moods, interests, and emotions of the people.



In the 1920s jazz
The 10

American Negroes, or blacks, as they are called today, were the jazz

They were brought to Southern States

8 like America, and

forced to work long 14

When a Negro died his friend and relatives

In New Orleans, a band often accompanied the

it does today.

of this music are as interesting as the music 11

12

slaves. They were sold to plantation owners and

15
16

a procession to carry the body to the cemetery.

On the way to the cemetery the band played slow, solemn music suited to the occasion. 17 on

the way home the mood changed.

Spirits lifted. Death had removed one of their 18 ,but the living were glad to be alive.

The band played
tunes _ 20

This music made everyone want to dance. It was an early form of jazz.
o

1. A. By

Z. A. music

3. A. discovered
4. A. noticed

5. A. classical

6. A. forms

7. A. expressing

8. A. appeared

9. A. as

10. A. origins

11. A. concerned
12. A. players

13. A. for

14. A. months

15. A. demonstrated
16. A. demonstration
17. A. Even

18. A. number

19. A. sad

20. A. whistled

. Translation Practice
Section A

19

at the funeral.

B.

o - R

music, improvising(Bl2%3{#) on both the harmony and the melody of the

At

song

acted
found
sacred
follows
explaining
felt

S0
originals
itself
followers
as

weeks
composed
procession
Therefore
members
solemn

sung

CNNNA0NNN0NN0NN00NDN

In

melody
invented
listened
popular
approaches
exposing
seemed
either
discoveries
available
fans

with

hours
hosted
body
Furthermore
body
happy
presented

SUDPUUUDUDUUDUUDDUUD

On

style
designed
heard
light
introduces
illustrating
sounded
neither
resources
oneself
pioneers
by

times
formed
march

But
relations
funeral

showed

Directions: Put the words and phrases in the brackets into English to make the sentences complete .

1.

. John obeyed his wife

2
3. It’s the first time she came to Beijing;
4

. Many of those who violate the laws never think of themselves as lawbreakers,

(AERITRA 258, BH A1E M) . we are all equal.
B & S0
€323 B R - F-F T DR

(EAHRB



LE'DTT)-
5. John is not well-grounded in mathematics, but he (BB THELUEE

HIES) .

Section B

Directions: Translate the following sentences into Chinese .

1. Perhaps the largest influence on rock came from the rhythm and blues (R & B) music popular in the
southwestern United States during the 1930s and 1940s.

2. In the early 1960s, rock and roll suffered a brief decline in popularity for two reasons.

3. This band of four young men from Liverpool, England went on to become the most successful musical

group in history.

4. Actually, the social, economic, and racial problems in England at the time gave rise to punk rock,

and the music used loud backing music and violent lyrics.

5. New creative ideas in music continue to change rock and roll, and this has given rise recently to such

styles as techno, alternative, and grunge rock.

V. Writing
Directions: Write a composition on the topic: Living Alone or Living with Roommates? You should write
at least 120 words following the outline given below in Chinese.
1. BN BRI H AT
2. FH—E AR ERNEHMARE;
3. IRIIEE.

The tango is a dance which originated in Argentina sometime around the last half of the 19th
century. Around 1870, Argentina experienced an economic boom, and this boom was felt especially in
the city of Buenos Aires. Farmers and ranchers, called gauchos in Argentina, came to the city to find
jobs in the slaughterhouses and the meatpacking industry. These jobs did not pay well, and the gauchos
felt lonely and frustrated with their new life in the city. As flood of immigrants mixed together in the




poor parts of the city, the dance known as the tango evolved. Through the dance, these people were
able to show a small portion of their emotional troubles.

In Europe at this time, intense interest in dance from around the world was beginning. This interest
in international dance was especially evident in Paris. Everything from ballet to belly dancing could be
found on the stages of the Paris theaters. Tango dancers from Argentina arrived in Europe on board the
boats carrying beef from Argentina. Tango dancers began to draw the interest of the public as they
performed their passionate dance in the cabarets and cafés. Not everyone liked the new dance. In fact,
it raised a few eyebrows among the more conservative audiences. Many of these people found the tango
a little too shocking and even went so far as to call it pornographic. However, the dance did find enough
supporters so that even the tango’s many critics could not put a stop to the spreading popularity of the dance.

In the early 1900s, dance masters in both Paris and London developed more modest versions of the
tango to teach to their students. These students then carried the tango into the ballrooms of Europe.
Books and manuals on the tango began to appear. A new fashion of dress was designed especially for
dancing the tango at parties. This dress had an opening in the front which allowed both the male and
female tango dancer an easier step. Two forms of the tango emerged at this time — the fluid, stylish
Paris tango and the stiffer, more proper British tango. Neither of these tamed tangos carried the raw
passion of the original Argentine tango.

Soldiers who returned to the United States from World War [ brought the tango to North America.
However, Rudolf Valentino, who danced the tango in the 1921 film The Four Horsemen of the
Apocalypse , was really responsible for spreading the tango across America. The tango danced in the
ballrooms of the United States closely resembled the stiff, proper British tango.

The one man who had the most to do with the tango making it to Japan was Baron Megata Tsunumi.
This Japanese nobleman had been living in Europe when his family recalled him to Tokyo in 1926. When
he returned to Japan, he took with him a handful of tango records and an excellent understanding of the
Paris tango. Baron Tsunumi wasted no time in setting up a dance academy in Tokyo in which he could
teach his wealthy friends the tango and other popular ballroom dances of Europe. Around 1930, British
dance masters began setting up their own dance schools in Kobe, and the British tango soon became the

most popular version of the tango danced in Japan.

B Dictionary >>>

originate /a'ridzmert/ v. to begin Fif, i H

rancher /‘reent fo/ n. a man who owns or works on a farm K (BO)ZHE A, & (B
Lok

gaucho /'gauvtfau/ n. a Southern American cowboy, esp. of the plains of Argentina
PIRER S NGRS )

slaughterhouse /'slotahaus/ n. a building where animals are killed for meat E 3215

frustrate /fras'trert/ v. hinder or prevent &I, BH#%

immigrant /1imigrant/ n. a person who comes to a country where they were not born in



order to settle there B, ff R
v. undergo development or evolution Hf &, 7

evolve /1'volv/

belly /'beli/ n. the region of the body of a vertebrate between the thorax and
the pelvis ++

a. having or expressing strong emotions 1§ K]

passionate  /'psefanat/

" cabaret /'keebaret/ n. a restaurant that presents a performance of popular music and

dancing B 3 (54 KIER BRI RAUE L)

conservative /ken'savativ/ a. resistant to change f#5FH

pornographic /ipoma'greefik/ a. causing to think of sexual subject or causing sexual excitement
B

resemble /r1'zembl/ v. appear like; be similar or bear a likeness to #H{PL, 281

stylish /'statlif/ a. fashionable F1TH), BT E£K

B Notes >>>

. In fact, it raised a few eyebrows among the more conservative audiences.

f#T: raise eyebrow ERE“EAMBEHGIREFMERD",

B EHREEXAL - BRERTFOAATIRT R I,

. However, the dance did find enough supporters so that even the tango’s many critics could not put a

stop to the spreading popularity of the dance.

M7 did X 7% ;s0 that 5| B R —NERREBENA.

BX: A0  BXEREFHTREAGIH  FEHERRVALTEEEAMSREXMGEER.

. However, Rudolf Valentino, who danced the tango in the 1921 film The Four Horsemen of the

Apocalypse , was really responsible for spreading the tango across America.

f¥7. K4 B =& £ Rudolf Valentino, i§ 3% # 4 & was really responsible for spreading the tango
across America, who 3| § 82 —/~3F [k & 4 2 i A 4 , 48 4F £ i& Rudolf Valentino,

B Sk ARG E 12 FHMEGEH(OH LT LB A HARIKSRX A, X T AL EEFEX
RELBETRR.

. The tango danced in the ballrooms of the United States closely resembled the stiff, proper British tango.

847 : danced 233 % 47, 645 £ iF the tango, ] F B 7§ & & resembled,

B £ EGAT EZRGRRAP R 0 BB E XWX FRAM,

B Post-reading Exercises >>>

1. Reading Comprehension
Section A

Directions: Choose the best answer for each item .



1. Who were likely the first dancers of the tango?
A. Rich people who led a leisure life.
B. The poor people who met a lot of troubles in life.
C. The artists of Argentina who were planning a new type of dance.
D. Immigrants who were from other countries.
2. What was the attitude of the European people towards the tango when it went into Europe?
A. People welcomed it well.
B. All the people frowned at it.
C. Many people disliked it.
D. Most people did not care about it.
3. Which was likely the time when the tango first arrived in America?
A. At the very beginning of the 20th century.
B. In the late 19th century.
C. Around 1918.
D. Around 1921.
4. Who were the first people that danced the tango in Asia according to the author?
A. Some rich people in Japan.
B. Some overseas students of Japan.
C. Some noblemen in Japan.
D. Some artists and teachers of Japan.
5. What was the tango like when it was first danced in Jépan?
A. Fluid and stylish.
B. Stiff and proper.
C. Passionate and pornographic.
D. The passage does not mention that.

Section B
Directions: Answer the questions or complete the statements in the fewest words possible .
1. The tango evolved from among the group of Argentina people who hoped to express

2. How many types of tangos did the author mentioned in the passage?

3. What is the basic difference between the Argentine tango and the European tango?

4. In what way did the war help the spreading of the tango?

5. How did the tango entered Europe?

I. Reading in Depth
Directions: Fill in the blanks with the words in the box.



A. yourself B. natural C. changes D. take
E. easy F. likely G. breathe H. stop
1. difficult J. decline K. increases L. stress
M. flow N. sports O. from

Energy levels ebband 1  throughout the day, influenced by everything from your mood to your

body’s circadian rhythms(ZE#37%) — daily 2 in things like heart rate, temperature, and blood

pressure. Here are recommendations of exercising at various times of day.
MORNING: The main difficulty in the morning is dragging 3  out of bed. Once you’ve done
that, however, there’s little else to distract you __4  the business at hand. That may be why people

who work out in the A. M. are more _ 5 to stick with it over time, which means they’re well on their
way to reaping the long term energy boost that being fit brings.
LUNCHTIME: Most people feel an energy 6  between two and three in the afternoon. “It’s not

related to eating; it’s just part of the body’s 7  cycle,” says Thomas Reilly, an exercise physiologist
(4E%¥30 . Exercising in the middle of the day can smooth out the low energy, Reilly says, because it
_ 8 the flow of hormones(fij/X%¢) that push you up for a few hours after a session. But don’t skip
lunch to work out. A light meal an hour before you exercise will give you the energy to get moving.
EVENING: In the late afternoon and early evening, people _9 easier because the lungs’ airways

are more open, our strength peaks since body temperature is higher. But, don’t work out too close to
bed time or the resulting burst of energy may make it 10 to fall asleep.



Marilyn Monroe

Marilyn Monroe is certainly one of the most famous screen actresses of the twentieth century. She
was known by many as the “Blonde Bombshell” and the “Sex Goddess of the Silver Screen”. However, it
may come as a surprise that this famous actress never won any major acting awards throughout her 15-
year career in the movies. She was never even nominated for an Academy Award. Critics may not have
thought highly of this screen legend’s acting ability, but the huge number of fans who flocked to see her
movies propelled her to fame and fortune.

Marilyn Monroe was actually born with the name Norma Jean Mortenson in 1926. While she was
still a teenager, she found a job in a parachute packing factory during World War II , and it was this job
that helped her break into show business. A photographer who wanted to take pictures of women
working to help the war effort published pictures of the young Ms. Mortenson in a magazine, and this
led the young woman into modeling. Ms. Mortenson married a young man named Jim Dougherty when
she was only 16 years old. The marriage only lasted four years.

Hoping to move from modeling into acting, the young woman began trying out for acting jobs with
several movie studios in Hollywood. She finally got a one-year contract with Twentieth Century Fox. A
casting director at the studio suggested that the young actress change her first name to Marilyn. She then
changed her last name to Monroe because she liked the sound of the two names together. Even with her
new contract, Ms. Monroe’s career as an actress did not get off to a flying start. She was given small
parts in several films which did not do very well at the box office, and the studio decided to drop her
contract. With no money and no work, the actress took an offer to let a photographer take pictures of
her without any clothes on for a calendar. She was paid $50 for her work. Later, after she became
famous, this calendar was published again, and it sold over a million copies. The nude photo in the
calendar actually helped to increase Ms. Monroe’s popularity rather than hurt it.

In 1951, Ms. Monroe met a man who worked for an acting agency, and he helped her get a seven-
year contract with Twentieth Century Fox again. The studio began putting the actress in movies playing
a “dumb blonde”, and then she got her first lead role in the movie Niagara in 1953. The movie had only
a so-so story, but it did well at the box office because Ms. Monroe was in it. Over the next few years,

the actress proved that she could sing and dance in her own sexy way in movies like Gentlemen Prefer



