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Geographic Position ( HhIE{IE )
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The People's Republic of China is located in the eastern part of the Asian continent,
on the western Pacific rim. It is a vast land, covering 9.6 million square kilometers. China is
approximately seventeen times the size of France, 1 million square kilometers smaller than all
of Europe, and 600,000 square kilometers smaller than Oceania (Australia, New Zealand, and
the islands of the south and central Pacific). Additional offshore territory, including territorial
waters, special economic areas, and the continental shelf, totals
over 3 million square kilometers, bringing China's overall territory
to almost 13 million square kilometers.

Western China's Himalayan Mountains are often referred
to as the roof of the world. Mount Qomolangma (known to the
West as Mount Everest), over 8,800 meters in height, is the roof’s
highest peak. China stretches from its westernmost point on the
Pamir Plateau to the confluence of the Heilongjiang and Wusuli
Rivers, 5,200 kilometers to the east.

When inhabitants of eastern China are greeting the dawn, people in western China still
face four more hours of darkness. The northernmost point in China is located at the midpoint
of the-Heilongjiang River, north of Mohe in Heilongjiang Province. The southernmost point is
located at Zengmu'ansha in the Nansha Islands, approximately 5,500 kilometers away. When
northern China is still gripped in a world of ice and snow, flowers are already blooming in the
balmy south. The Bohai Sea, Yellow Sea, East China Sea, and South China Sea border China
to the east and south, together forming a vast maritime area. The Yellow Sea, East China Sea,
and South China Sea connect directly with the Pacific Ocean, while the Bohai Sea, embraced
between the two "arms" of the Liaodong and Shandong peninsulas, forms an inland sea. China's
maritime territory includes 5,400 islands, which have a total area of 80,000 square kilometers.
The two largest islands, Taiwan and Hainan, cover 36,000 square kilometers and 34,000 square
kilometers respectively.
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From north to south, China's ocean straits consist of the Bohai, Taiwan, Bashi, and
Qiongzhou Straits. China possesses 20,000 kilometers of land border, plus 18,000 kilometers of
coastline. Setting out from any point on China's border and making a complete circuit back to
the starting point, the distance traveled would be equivalent to circling the globe at the equator.

P sumpmazita

1. AIgEL AEIMIEIL. EEREXEIR

across, border, continent, face (v), landmark, lie, locate, mountain range, situate

iR 5 IR AIE . in, on, between, in the middle of, on the coast of, off the coast of, on
the left, on the right, in front of, behind, near, next to, opposite, above, below, in the south of, to
the east of

2. P east AP, FARTAZENOT
(1) in the east TR 1AEE P AL E RIS, 40 The sun rises in the east
and sets in the west,
(2) on the east FonIL ML T % —FWAEARI I, X BAIT FHFHHXE, Zn China
faces the Pacific on the east,
(3) in\to\on\at the east of
o AEBIEHEZN, EFRRATEBINZRES, H Aisin the east of B,
o ATFBIEHEZAN, BEFEIRATEBAUAR, H Alies to the east of B,
o ASBHEE, BERRAEBHRIZM, HA is on the east of B,
o MRPEAMABEE—NEE, EFBER S, 5EH Ais at the east of B,
4n: There was a big battle at the north of the Liaodong Peninsula. fE10 715
AtA A —HRE.
o WMRFRAMTBREI1002HEAL, BEATLAIRA lies 100km to the east of B, 1
AT PLTHA lies 100km east of B,
(4) BFERHME “fmm” @ Hby, fniEREfkZR: south by east,

BT R E IR £

Ann: Guess! Guess! Guess! What is your | BIR. . R B, RAIREET 47

gift? - - B - o
Lily: It's a book, right? FE. — A&, X2
Ann: Absdlh}eiy ngBr but do yrour know what ‘ R, RLEWH, BROEEHLXEH
kind it is? It's a magazine. L7 REHRE.

| Lily: Oh, my god, it's National Geographic. | | ##j: B, XM, 2 (BR#HE) , HAS
love it so much. Thank you. BT, #H.
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‘ Arm' Before the party begins, yoe can read |

iti in advance

Lily: Fine. It's an oId one. This book is about

| Tibet and it was put out very early

' Ann: Because | know you like to read and

| looking for an old NG.

collect it, so | asked some senior friends
whether someone had National Geographic.

Lily: Who was the owner of this magazine?

Ann: Do you remember the old man we |
both know near the town? The other day | |
went to visit him and mentioned that | was

' Lily: So he gave this one to you. Great. | |

' Ann: OK, since you are so interested in
| China, tell me something about Geographic
Position of China. |
Lily: It is a vast land, covering 9.6 million =

can know more about China.

square kilometers. China is approximately

' seventeen times the size of France, 1 mil-

|

lion square kilometers smaller than all of
Europe. *

Ann: You are amazmg and remember every ‘

number.

! Liiy: Hey: ‘remember I'aquuitfe interested in |

' geographic position, | am just the walking
dictionary.

Ann: OK, OK, somebody is boastlng herself

| 4 ) BELARTAE |

it. If you have any question about China's |

Mﬁ"

*continent n. KBk, Bhth
Africa is a continent.
JE M A K.

*inhabitant n. BER, B{I&

The inhabitants of this island are very friendly.

T B ey ERARRE.
*territory n. §it, FRE, TR
The war was carried into enemy territory.

K& ORI AL,

SRR

| Y. HIE, BRAR ?TEP@??[VA@ <, BB
SRR BB ROREE,

‘ %Mﬁﬁﬁsé? B IR B # 5]

7@;’@}"&%&&;}?&&, BAEERABR,

L. EIRNFLEZET, RITUEEFEE,

FE. T, 20, XEBEXTER
), RERHIRT
EARMERERE, ZRUE, BT
MREET —EEK—SHPAREE (AR
tﬂ.’.ﬁ)o g T

F3. X2iEOR?

R RESELHFRMNBINRHOEHELN
BIEFH? BRBREF U, BRI TIEE

B—KIBH (EFE) .

5. FRAREEAT . AFT, BT
LX%UL§§EP@E/]$FEO iy i

FAE . pEMEE, @RAEG0HFFEHA
B, KR ZEN17E, RLEEDERM/N
_Eﬁspjil_/&%o

ZiR: RRFET, RECEBLZEF,

FIF . DR, 1Efi7 ﬁﬁﬁ’*fﬂﬂ% $fo 40 |

, Howt
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Terrain and Topography ( #bfcih ¥ )

KRE®BFELZ2H, LEAFRT K., LERI L, LA EWIRG 5 R
g, KA LEEARALEALARLEORG2/3, FRAOREI0%S —5. KRiklsh, £
HIr AR R. 2%, B EF4s, WiMEE 5.

WHEBZHEIK, ZZLRBRLAH. F—ANH —RKREBHHINFRSER. T
¥)igR4000K A £, S “HRER | FoARMH —FRSHRE LK. AL K%
Vs KATW . B, ML K, 2E2H 2K, HRAEMR, HIEKAE1,000~2,000KZ
B FZBMAH— 1 TFRERR, L 2hFRLRAKR, KAHEEKES00K
b, FZARHOAR, REAEXMKGGEE A REMPHS, R TREGLEKE
R, €QEHE. RBEOLIH, REHKISFdHG—HS.

China's topography is varied and complicated, with towering mountains, basins of different
sizes, undulating plateaus and hills, and flat and fertile plains.

A bird's eye view of China would indicate that
China's terrain descends in four steps from west to east.

The top of this four-step "staircase" is the Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau. Averaging more than 4,000m above sea
level, it is often called the "roof of the world." Rising
8,848m above sea level is Mt. Qomolangma, the world's
highest peak and the main peak of the Himalayas.

The second step includes the Inner Mongolia,
Loess and Yunnan-Guizhou plateaus, and the Tarim,

Junggar and Sichuan basins, with an average elevation
of between 1,000 m and 2,000 m.

The third step, about 500 - 1,000 m in elevation, begins at a line drawn around the Greater
Hinggan, Taihang, Wushan and Xuefeng mountain ranges and extends eastward to the coast.
Here, from north to south are the Northeast Plain, the North China Plain and the Middle-Lower
Yangtze Plain. Interspersed amongst the plains are hills and foothills.

To the east, the land extends out into the ocean, in a continental shelf, the fourth step of the
staircase. The water here is less than 200 m deep.

China abounds in rivers. More than 1,500 rivers each drain 1,000 sq km or larger areas.
More than 2,700 billion cu.m. of water flow along these rivers, 5.8 percent of the world's total.
Most of the large rivers find their source in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, and as a result China is
rich in waterpower resources, leading the world in hydropower potential, with reserves of 680
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1. MEAEXZIERE

SR plain

{GHb lowland

=i highland

P hill

L mountain

)73 mountain range,
mountain chain

4 range, ridge

1% peak, mount

17 piedmont

= W2 peninsula

B s island

piseh archipelago

il strait

Hb e isthmus

7 Hh, basin

Cathy: What are you doing?

¥

LAl & #  intermontain basin
11 mountain peak

J£2 cliff, scarp
LZ&EER  piedmont plain
=)= plateau

e 2% gorge, canyon

w valley

2. HBEEXBIEEEF

#E—MrkE  the first step
% _Fr#  the second step
¥ =Wt the third step

MR EE], XAR “Haxti "

altitude, height above sea level

MR EE, X T

relative height

FHi /R Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
ZPt@E " Yunnan-Guizhou plateaus

HlE . (REMT4?

Jack: I'm jﬁst |ookingA at thls Vlvnap c;f“China.-
I'm preparing for a geography class.

Ko

Cathy: There are no provinces marked on
the map.

Ploe. HE ERHIRCED,

Jack: No, there aren't. This map just shows
the geographical features. Look at the Hi-
malayan Plateau with the highest peaks in
the world.

ARE. 3, B, XKMELS FHhIERE
ff. REBURE—SEE DR L.

Cathy: It is the highest mountain in China
and in the world. It is just so amazing.

Jack: | find it incredible how millions of years:
of volcanic activity have created mountains

| thousands of meters tall.
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' Cathy Ruvers have created deep valleys
and canyons.

' Jack: Hey, dontyou think the terrain and to- I

| pography of China is very interesting? Look, |

' there are three staircases of its terrain. ;

| Cathy: Yes, | see, the first "staircase" is the | t
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.

Jack: Itis interesting. Look, here is the Mid- |
dle-Lower Yangtze Plain.

. Cathy Yeah, it is all so mterestmg 'l have |
to find more information about it on the In- |
ternet. Or perhaps | should try and attend |

| your geography class.

| Jack: | will warmly welcome you Hey, 1 will |

' have a presentation about it this class. You

| can really come and | will be more confident J

if you are there.

Cathy OK, | will come. Anyway, it is also a
good chance to learn more about China's t

terrain and topography. | won't missit. |

% 5 AN

*fertile adj. B8, XS, ELBH
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BEEZEXNER. DERRZERFR

1 1N B’]ﬂi’,g’}%o

A RERBEROMRE, &, HXERED
R, MRREEENRE, REEMBEEN,

YT FH, REEH, TEER, XTI
— M EBAEES D ERE B ENE,
RTETLEITH,

Fertile lands in some states could be mistaken for lakes.

AN AR R 6 LI T AR DGR HE 44,
*elevation n. Sith; BiR; &S, 55
The third coordinate is elevation.
FZRAARE FHi,
*drain vt. IBX, #ER; fERH; HEK

EEHE

If we re-route the emergency generators, we could drain a stairway.

Yo RS BB R AL BAGE, Tolde T ARG K,

* hydropower n. KA &HEE,

K& TR FAE

KFEZ®B

China has abundant hydropower resources.
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Climate of China ( §f& )

$EERKAETHIE, KFEATEIEERM IR

IEHBEERNMEIE. DRABERMIAE, EAED. =B URME V3
SR % A E R S A # k.

B, TEGOBILMR G TFLENE, BTEFRAERIE, LALHK, BK
V. AEELEREHRLENE, AR —ETAR, ALABRFTERNAE, B
BEM, XERLFR, DhAHERFTERAE, EFEHESH, LEKEY M.

China has a marked continental monsoonal climate characterized by great variety. Northerly
winds prevail in winter, while southerly winds reign in = _ . ... ) ‘
summer. The four seasons are quite distinct. The rainy S oS \\/\ vt
season coincides with the hot season. :

From September to April the following year, the dry
and cold winter monsoons from Siberia and Mongolia
in the north gradually become weak as they reach the
southern part of the country, resulting in cold and dry

winters and great differences in temperature. The cold
summer monsoons last from April to September.

The warm and moist summer monsoons from the oceans bring abundant rainfall and
high temperatures, with little difference in temperature between the south and the north.
China's complex and varied climate results in a great variety of temperature belts, and dry
and moist zones.

In terms of temperature, the nation can be divided from the south to the north into
equatorial, tropical, sub-tropical, warm-temperate, temperate, and cold-temperate zones; in terms
of moisture, it can be divided from southeast to northwest into humid (32 percent of land area),
semi-humid (15 percent), semi-arid (22 percent) and arid zones (31 percent).
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A MRS tropical wet climate
Py RS savanna climate
PAF VDTS tropical desert climate




