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Jq family of brown seaweed floating along the
coast of Zanzibar has a lot to complain about.

“bqs long as people around here fish with
dynamite, they will continue to destroy the
coral,” says one of them.
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“you’re telling me!” says a coral. “| have
been trying to convince these fishermen that
if they blow up all of us, that there will be no

more fish.”

“6Don’t they realise that seaweed and fish
grow best with coral around?”

“Exactly. And those people need food. They
cannot live off brown seaweed alone,” says
the coral.
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“bqnd trying to eat you, Mr Coral, is quite
useless,” says the seaweed. “Anyone trying
to chew on you will break a tooth,” he adds.

“Look, we all have to work together. As long
as we, the coral of the ocean, are around,
there will be fish, and seaweed.”
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“c‘)qnd with you coral all around, we are
protected from the rough seas and being
buffeted around too much. We can grow big
a lot faster then, with all the food already
available in the sea.”

“ﬂow long before you are fully grown?”

“It takes us six weeks to grow from weighing
a hundred grams to a kilogram.”
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( “rfhat means you pick up ten times your

weight in only six weeks! That is really fast.

There is no animal or plant that can match
that.”

tying seaweed twigs onto strings in the water
where we can get loads of food? | think we
grow even faster than bamboo, provided of
course that there is an abundance of food for
us — and that you protect us from the rough
k seas,” says the seaweed.
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J”Cave you seen women planting more of us,
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