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I. Choose Your Answers

Listen to the following two long dialogues and then select the best answer among
the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

Dialogue 1
ﬁ) What holiday are they going to spend?
A. Christmas Day. B. New Year’s Day.
C. Mid-autumn Day. D. National Day.

@ What is Richard going to do on the coming holiday?
A. To have a barbecue. B. To finish his report.
C. To take part in a party. D. To have classes.

(3 When will Richard hand in his report?

A. Tomorrow. B. On New Year’s Day.
C. This week. D. Next week.
Dialogue 2
(1 What is Paul busy with?

A. He’d like to organize a Christmas party.

B. He is about to organize a Thanksgiving party.
C. He is about to organize a New Year party.

D. He’d like to organize a Halloween party.



(2) Who are allowed to attend the party?
A. Only the students.
B. Anyone who is interested in the party.
C. Only Paul’s friends.

D. Paul’s classmates and friends.

(3) When and where will the party be held?
A. On Saturday night, at the Students’ Activity Center.
B. On Sunday night, at the Students’ Activity Center.
C. Next weekend, at the Students’ Activity Center.
D. On Saturday night, in the classroom.

@ Words and Expressions

overwork [,auva'wa:k] n. HETAHE; 558
Halloween [haelou'iin] n. ViEik: 104

facility [fa's1lati] g o Wi

vacant ['verkant] adj. R ; 2RI

at some point ‘ E C¥R) R—rZl

II. Confirm Your Judgment
Listen to the passage and then decide whether the following statements are true

(T) orfalse (F) .

( ) 1. April Fools’ Day is a national holiday celebrated every year on the first day
of April.

( ) 2. Popular since the 9th century, April Fools’ Day is well known in Europe and
the United States.

( ) 3. People play practical jokes and tricks on each other on April Fools’ Day.

( ) 4. The Internet and available global news services enable April Fool’s tricks to
catch a wider audience than ever before.

( ) 5. There are only positive views on April Fools.




Holidayand Festrval:

@ Words and Expressions |
practical jokes AR
hoax [hauks] n. K57 EAER; R
prank [preenk] n. TAER, FFIR
schadenfreude ['[a:denfroida] 7. SERIRAR
deceit [dr'si:t] n. s it e
creepy ['kri:p1] adj. Boiil: ] i

II. Fill in Your Answers
Listen to the passage again and then fill in the blanks.

April Fools’ Day is celebrated every year on the first day of April. Popular since the
19th century, the day is nota (1) holiday in any country, but it is well known in
Eufope and the United States. It is celebrated as a day when people play practical jokes and
hoaxes on each other. The jokes and their (2) are known as “April fools” . As
well as people playing pranks on one another on April Fools’ Day, ( 3) practical
jokes have appeared on radio, TV stations, newspapers and web sites. Hoax stories may be
reported by the (4) and other media on this day and explained on (5)
days. With the advent of the Internet and (6 ) global news services, April Fool’s
pranks can catch and (7) a wider audience than ever before. The practice of April
Fool’s pranks and hoaxes is questioned. The positive view is that April Fools can be good
for one’s health because it brings all the benefits of ( 8 ) including stress relief and
reducing (9) on the heart, while the negative view describes April Fools’ hoaxes

»

as “creepy” , “(10) " and “a little bit dirty” , as well as “based on schadenfreude

and deceit” .



I. Express Your Opinion
Read the following information about post-vacation blues and then discuss the

following questions with your partner.

(1) What’s the matter with those people in the following pictures?
(2) Why do most people get holiday blues?

(3) Do you know how to overcome the post-vacation blues?

Post-vacation Blues ( HE&S1E)

A person may suffer from post-vacation blues after returning home or to a normal
routine from a long vacation, especially if it was a pleasurable one. The longer a trip lasts, the
more intense the post-vacation blues may be. This is because after the person returns home,
they realize how boring and unsatisfactory their normal lifestyle routine is when compared
to the activities he or she did while on their holiday or vacation. Post-vacation blues may
result in tiredness, loss of appetite, strong feelings of nostalgia ( #AIHZZ1% ) , and in some
cases, depression. Jet lag ( f#]i2% ) may intensify ( i/ ) the post-vacation blues. Indeed,
for some people, post-vacation blues can result in a feeling that you no longer want to keep
doing the job you have done in the past so that all you can think about is making an enormous
change to your life.

While it may be unpleasant, the post-vacation blues can be overcome with a little



determination and a focus on accepting what the vacation gave you and how valuable your
everyday life is. In general, post-vacation blues wear off ( Z#f{i§i8 ) in a short term, taking
a few days sometimes. Other ways of treating post-vacation blues are for the person to share

their experiences with family and friends, or to look at photos and souvenirs ( Z2/& i ) .

II. Stand Your Ground

The Golden Week is the name given to a semi-annual 7-day national holiday, which
implemented in 2000. In 2006, delegates ( f{3 ) to the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference ( H[E A R EA WM 21 ) brought up proposals to cancel both the National
Day and May Day Golden Weeks, arguing that the holidays have not achieved significant
results in promoting internal consumption ( A4 ) , which was the original intention for these
long holiday weeks. Rather, the delegates said, these Golden Weeks have disrupted ( 3£ )
people’s regular 5-day weekly schedule and are increasingly impeding ( % #% ) commerce
and international trade, as many key government agencies, especially those related to
customs, tax collection, and legal affairs, are shut down for seven days. Now debate on the

following topic: Golden Week Should Be Canceled.

Useful Words and Expressions _ |
favour S PR é
promote fet, #edk; #7+, B i
severe FERIN; TR IR Wik |
decrease Wb, N i




resource WIR; Wh, Wh

stimulate s o, SHE
overcrowding ' o BEHH BT

take regular vacations e GION (1
broaden one’s horizon FrRELER

rich and colorful life FEESEHER
leisure lifestyle HETER IR K
excessive damage LR E
approve of B

argue with it

catering industry Bl

tourism industry i34

scenic spot 591

domestic consumption EHIH
domestic demand E MR

tourist resort Jite i e

' Useful sénfences

(‘D Golden Week stimulates the development of the tourism industry, the catering
industry and other related industries.

@ Golden Week increases the domestic demand and promotes domestic consumption.

@ It develops the economy and creates more jobs.

@ Golden Week creates an opportunity for people to get more time to stay with their
family members, or friends.

® People’s horizons can be broadened by, traveling in Golden Weeks.

@ Significant results had not achieved in promoting domestic consumption over the last
few years.

@ The economic contribution of Golden Week is lower than what many people expected.

@ Tourist resorts came under severe pressure because of the sudden increase of visitors.

(9 The “overcrowding” of the Golden Week decreases the pleasure of the holiday.

@ The crowd does much harm to the environment—different tourism resources are

destroyed, and various pollutions are caused.
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@ I entirely approve of your opinions about that.

@ I don’t think anyone would disagree that the National Day does much harm to the
environment.

@ It’s not likely to happen. On the contrary, people will be wild about having the
Golden Week.

@ Overloaded scenic spots may result in extensive damage to natural environment.

@ I think the National Day Golden Week will increase domestic demond, and promote
domestic consumption.

III. Join Your Group

Task: An Interview

1. Warming Up

People enjoy a variety of leisure activities during the Golden Week.

travel alone 7 B k1T go bungee jumping Btk go camping FB 5
play badminton T3FFEK take a cruise trip #F4HkFT  read widely J 2 1L
catch up on sleep #MFEREAR  go hiking i & travel abroad i [E ik {iF

2. Challenge Yourself

Suppose you are a reporter, you will do a survey on how people plan for their National Day
Golden Week holiday. It is required that a list of questions should be made according to what

you want to know and then record their answers. A conclusion should be made for your survey.

Sample Questions ... T ————————

(1) Do you like to travel alone or with your family? Why?

(2) Do you have a plan to go to the gym?

(3) It’s so hard to get a train ticket during the long holiday, how do you solve this problem?
(4) Which place do you think is the most popular tourist destination this year?

(5) What can we do to reduce travel pollution during Golden Week?



I. Broaden Your Horizon

Phone Etiquette

Phone technology has changed rapidly in recent years, leaving us with a variety of
different methods for making phone calls. Phone calls are important to a healthy social
life and a strong relationship. Some good manners can help you to make effective calls in
expection and avoid confusing, frustrating ( % AJH¥#) ) or even embarrassing situations.
Remembering to use proper telephone etiquette, whether answering the phone or making
phone calls. Following are some helpful hints.

Answering Calls

When answering the phone, you should greet the caller pleasantly and identify yourself.
In a business setting, you should say “Good morning” or “Good afternoon” , then introduce
your company or department and say “Who’s speaking?” On a personal phone, it is necessary
to say “Hello” and give your name. Don’t answer in a brisk ( #2tRf# ) or hurried tone or just
with “Yes” or “Yeah” that leave discourteous ( AFL5if ) impression on people.

Making Calls

When making calls, do identify yourself clearly and ask for the person you’re trying
to reach politely or briefly state your reason for calling. In addition, you should take a few
moments before deciding what you’re going to say. Being clear and concise will save time
and reduce confusion. You may make some small talk, but be sure to cut to the point quickly.

Do speak in a friendly, pleasant voice with moderate volume. Make sure that all your
words are clear when you speak to the caller. Slightly smile while you’re talking. You’d
better speak slowly because the person on the other end of the phone conversation needs to
understand you.

Taking Messages

When taking messages, try to sound friendly and politely, letting the caller know
you’re writing his or her message down and will pass it on to the person he or she’s trying to
reach as soon as possible.Try not to interrupt when the caller is speaking. If you need more

information from the caller, ask for it politely. Don’t be impatient with the caller. Don’t ask



for more information than you need unless the caller wants to give.

Leaving Messages

When leaving messages, do speak clearly and slowly, leaving your name and complete
number both at the beginning and the end of the message and briefly stating what you’re
calling about. Don’t go into too much detail in a message, and don’t assume that the caller
remembers your last name or can get your number from the phone’s display.

Making a Business Call

When working in a business environment, it is important to make and answer
phone calls appropriately. Telephone systems have many different features to handle
calls professionally and effectively, like call holding features, call waiting features,
teleconferencing ( H if & W [ ) features, etc.. It is important that you are able to use the
functions of the telephone correctly and follow organizational procedures so that a positive

image of yourself and the organization is given to callers, customers and colleagues.

lI. Deepen Your Comprehension

1. Conversation Listening

Conversation A
Listen to the conversation between Fiona and James, and then choose the right answer to

the following questions.

(D Why doesn’t James recognize Fiona?
A. Because the woman is Fiona’s sister.
B. Because Fiona has a sore throat.
C. Because James is dialing the wrong number.

D. Because James is playing a joke on Fiona.

(2) Whom does James want to contact with?

A. Fiona. B. Fiona’s mother. C. Fiona’s sister. D. Fiona’s friend.

(@ What’s James’s phone number?
A. 1-8-0-5-4-5-7-6-6-8-8. B. 1-8-0-5-5-5-7-3-3-8-8.
C. 1-8-0-5-5-4-7-6-6-8-8. D. 1-8-0-5-5-5-7-6-6-8-8.



