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Abstract

“Chinese discourse knowledge construction” is a bottleneck that
needs to be broken through in the field of writing instruction of
Chinese as a second language(CFL). It is a hot research topic, yet a
difficult one as well. The precedent researches are somewhat discrete
and isolated, and many of the research contents need to be deepened.
Drawn from systemic functional linguistics and constructivism
learning theory, this book is centered on “discourse knowledge” and
systematically developed by analyzing its theoretical background,
demarcation of the concept, learners’ errors, textbook compilation
and content permeation, as well as teaching models. It aims to make
breakthroughs in aspects of improving instruction quality and
learners’ writing skills at discourse level. There are nine chapters in
the book, which are as follows.

Chapter 1: Introduction

This chapter provides an overview and critique of previous
research and points out the necessity of research in this book. It then
describes the research idea and framework of the book.

Chapter 2: Theoretical background of “Discourse knowledge”

By synthesizing the core concepts of systemic functional
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linguistics and constructivism learning theory, this book proposes
the concepts of “constructivism writing instruction” and “discourse
knowledge”. Writing is seen as a learning method, a process of
coding and meaning construction. “Discourse knowledge” consists of
genre, register, language functions, and discourse construction
process, which correspond to meaning construction, structure
layout, coding, and text writing process respectively.

Chapter 3: Demarcation of “Discourse knowledge”

This chapter discusses the denotation and connotation of
“discourse knowledge” as well as its construction mechanism.
Knowledge of discourse content includes discourse theme,
communication intent, event and mode. Knowledge of discourse
structure includes genre structure, layout sequence, Qi Cheng Zhuan
He and paragraph functions. Knowledge of discourse language
includes thematic structure, and grammatical and lexical cohesion,
sentence cohesion and rhetorical cohesion. Knowledge of discourse
construction enables the integration of language and content through
“knowledge framework”.

Chapter 4: Investigation of errors in “Discourse knowledge”

Based on HSK dynamic composition corpus, this book
investigates commonalities and differences between errors in
narrative and expository essays written by learners. By identifying
causes of errors, this book makes suggestions on teaching. Discourse
error is an important factor of determining the quality of essays.
Findings show that errors in expository essays are obviously higher
than those in narrative essays, and implicit cohesion errors influence
explicit cohesion errors among overseas students.

Chapter 5—6; Compilation and permeation of “ Discourse
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knowledge”

Based on an overview of compilation of textbooks on CFL
writing, and guided by the constructivism writing instruction, this
book proposes that textbook compilation needs to incorporate
learning stages according to the sequence of discourse themes,
discourse genre, and discourse language. Compilation of discourse
language knowledge is centered on meanings, with an emphasis on
the relationship between text and context. Methods such as problem
solving, scenario modeling, inspirational collaboration, sample essay
outlining, and feedback demonstration can be used to construct
texts. The permeation model comprises four steps of sample
analysis, error correction, further explanation, and targeted
training.

Chapter 7—8: Teaching models of “Discourse knowledge”

This chapter studies the teaching models of * discourse
knowledge” from aspects of theoretical foundation, teaching goals,
writing topics, writing scenarios as well as design, assessment,
implementation conditions and procedures of writing tasks, along
with textbook compilation and empirical studies. It aims to establish
a constructivism writing teaching model that is guided by content
immersion, driven by tasks, and integrated with multimedia
platforms.

Chapter 9; Conclusion

This chapter summarizes the main points and major
contributions of the book. This research mainly solves the problems
of teaching discourse content, integration of coding and content
systems, compilation and permeation of discourse knowledge, and

teaching models. Nevertheless, this study is still limited in empirical
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studies of writing instruction, Further studies will focus on
acquisition and learning strategies.

Appendices include an overview of research on CFL discourse
teaching and glossary of terms.

Key words: Discourse knowledge; Constructivism writing instruction;
Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language Investigation of errors;

Compilation and permeation; Teaching model
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