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LOVE FOR NATIVELAND UNDER PAINTBRUSH
—Preface to “Selection of Jia Xinguang's Qil Paintings”

Four year ago. two American woman artists wrote an article to appraise the works of Jia Xinguang. a
young oil painter from Shangdong Province of China. They praised: “As Westervers, we are often told, you can
never understand China! However, through Xinguang’s oil paintings, we have understood quite a lot. Though
his works are of strong nationality, what they have aroused are the common feelings and thoughts of humanity
and the universesss=++"

Anyone who has read his oil paintings will feel that the two American artists are justified to say so. If you
have the opportunity to enter his studio, you will immediately be enveloped by a specific smell of native soil
and superb artist charm, and be led into the fascinating native land of the heart, into an emotional world, far,
deep, quiet and plain.

Xinguang's paintings can be classified into many series, such as DREAM BACK TO HOMELAND.
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE IN HEART and LOVE FOR HOMELAND. The typical of his characteristics is the series
DREAM BACK TO HOMELAND. In this series, with sincere and deep affections, with austere and penetrating
descriptions, the painter made a concentrated expression of what is cold—shouldered by some artists, the
weatherbeaten villages in the rural areas of the North—small alleys, gateways, worn earthen walls of clay
houses, old withered trees, and also a mysterious sooty cat peeping at the doorway occasionally=s+++ every-
thing in the paintings is so quiet, far from the noisy world, so secluded and so beautiful. No appearance of a
human figure, but it can be perceived that the soul of a roamer longing for his homeland has returned to his na-
tive soil in his dreams. It can be sensed that Xinguang’s paintings are full of his strong love for his land. the
scenes in his paintings are not imitations of nature, but extractions from his heart and monologues of the spirit
of the painter. The austere paintings are permeated with painter’s deep love for his native soil.

Art without individuality is doomed to be ephemeral. Absorbing the nutrients of the different schools of
Western oil painting and incorporating the national culture of Chinese tradition, Mr. Xinguang has turned oil
painting into his own language and formed his unique artistic style. His painting do not seek the external ef-
fects and strong contrasts of colors, but in simplicity next to that of sketches demonstrate “heaviness” and
“sincerity”, displaying strong tints of rationality, embodying the cultural psychology, artistic cultivation and
aesthetic selection of the painter, and manifesting his philosophical thinking of life.

Mr. Xinguang has the personality charm to pursue painstakingly in the sanctuary of art and stand aloof
from worldly gains. He holds persestently that the requirements of art are more important than participating in
exhibitions and catering for popular tastes.

However, his independent pursuits with his outstanding talents have won the appreciation of the world.
His paintings have achieved great success “not imagined”even by the painter himself—in April 1991, the Mu-
seum of the Chinese Revolution held an “Exhibition of Xinguang’s Paintings”,the first exhibition of individual
paintings for the oil painting circle of Shandong:; in the same year, his works had a favorable reception at the
“World Exhibition of Oil painting " in London; China Central Television Station, People’s Daily, Literary
Gazette, Chinese Culture and China Youth News successively reported Mr. Xinguang's oil paintings; the state
|leaders and Chinese and foreign celebrities have started to collect his works «ss=«+

BY WANG LUYU, ATCHINA ART ACADEMY, SEP, 20, 1995.
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The Recent Photograph of the Author
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Each stream of our thought represents a stage in our lives. | believe that there
will be a fair and deep evaluation as a summary. Then appears the significance of
this unique thinking. striving., brand and choice. But meanwhile, | will be regretful
for my puerility, limitation and mistake that | ever have had. | even feel my life
couldn’t continue any longer. Perhaps | took the wrong way at the very beginning,
However | have no choice because of the irresistible summon.

From Xin Guang
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The First One of the Dream Back to Homeland Series
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The Second One of the Dream Back to Homeland Series
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The Fourth One of the Dream Back to Homeland Series
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The Fifth One of the Dream Back to Homeland Series
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The Seventh One of the Dream Back to Homeland Series
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