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FOREWORD

Commercial activities provide a city with the resources for development. Without a wide
variety of investments, we cannot expect to make a profit, let alone foster culture and produce
the likes of this admirable “pearl of the orient”, Hong Kong.

Commercial development leads naturally to the modernisation of urban facilities, which in
turn enables the long-term operation of commercial activities, the two having a symbiotic
relationship. Hong Kong has been pushed onto the road of success by its sophisticated
transport facilities reaching near and far in all directions. The wide range of modes of
transport has helped extend all walks of life to every corner of Hong Kong. And, the rule of
thumb for the consortium’s business operation? The continual replacement of the old with
new modes of transport to attract more passengers, and therefore more profit.

Cross-harbour tunnels and cross-sea bridges have practically made Hong Kong Island,
Kowloon and the New Territories a whole; the Kowloon-Canton Railway has connected
Hong Kong to Mainland China and the International Airport at Chek Lap Kok has taken up
the role of “gateway to the world”. We are grateful for these efficient and unimpeded transport
facilities, in the absence of which Hong Kong could hardly deserve the reputable name of
Asia’s city of life.

Obviously, transport is an important aspect in the study of Hong Kong history. Our museum
is very grateful for the contribution of Mr Cheng Po Hung in this area. With the help of his
invaluable collection of old photographs and other reference material we can retrace Hong
Kong’s steps from strolling along the quiet footpath of the good old days to dashing through
the prosperous avenue of our time.

We never knew the scenery of Hong Kong in the past century could be so wonderful.

Yeung Chun Tong
Director
University Museum and Art Gallery

The University of Hong Kong
17th March 2009
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WOODEN CARTS

In the past century, there have been many kinds of man-powered primitive vehicles used for
transportation in Hong Kong,.

In the early days when Hong Kong was emerging as a port, the single-wheeled cart using man
power was introduced from Mainland China. This kind of cart was used for transporting
goods and livestock. These two-wheeled or four-wheeled wagons were pushed or pulled by
up to ten men. The carts and wagons were not displaced by the advent of motor vehicles
but remained the main means of transportation for goods. Even with the total ban of carts
implemented in 1929 these transportation means were not eliminated. Wooden carts shuttling
along the road was still a common scene.

The Japanese Occupation (1941 - 1945)

During the Japanese occupation, because of the scarcity of motor vehicles and diesel, wooden
carts were heavily relied upon for the transportation of goods. There were a number of
transportation companies using wooden carts, the larger scale ones having in their possession
over 100 carts of various sizes. A large cart could accommodate 2,000 catties of goods or
more.

Wooden carts could also be used as rubbish carts or for the disposal of faeces. A cart could
carry over forty piculs and needed eight or nine men to move it. The carts used as ambulances
were later converted into the so-called yan lik fan bo che (man-powered canvas carts). Besides
transporting the sick and the wounded, these carts were also used for removing corpses.

From the end of World War II to the eighties, wooden carts continued to be frequently seen
on the street. They were eliminated at a much later time.

11
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A cargo wooden cart on Des Voeux Road West near Southerland Street, ¢.1930.

ENHARBETIRRAABRERYARAL  AB/N-AEEF -

Cargo wooden carts on Pedder Street and Des Voeux Road Central, ¢.1900.



AN REEH G T EGRHE BN -AETF -

A single-wheeled cart in the New Territories for carrying pigs to the market, ¢.1900.

FHEPLEITH HBR A= F - BRAAEA - WEFHRAR -
Connaught Road Central near Pedder Street, ¢.1925. On the right is a wooden cart.

13
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SEDAN CHAIRS

Urban and residential areas on Hong Kong Island were opened up along the slopes of Victoria
Peak, and with only a few mountain paths, these areas were linked to the Peak.

The sedan chair and szan dau (mountain chair or mountain pocket) were the main
transportation means in mountainous areas in the early days of Hong Kong colonialism. They
had the contemporary names of gim yue (a sedan chair carried on the shoulder) or /zn yue (a
basket-like sedan chair). Sedan chairs were also classified as the zuk kiu (bamboo sedan) and
the yau yi kiu (oil-coated sedan). The gaai kiu (street sedan) and the gung kiu (public sedan)
were used for public transport. The si ga kiu (private sedan) and the cheong kiu (long sedan)
were for private use.

1859

In 1859, the Hong Kong Government started to make laws for the proper use of sedan
chairs. There were among the rules, expressed regulations relating to tolls and sedan stations.
The sedan chair bearers needed to wear a badge with a sedan graphic engraved on it. On big
occasions such as horse racing days or royal visits, restrictions would be imposed on road
sections for sedans and their stations.

1866

In Bin Chun’s Notes Taken on a Sea Journey (1866), there was a piece of writing about sedan
chairs:

“On the second day of the month, visit to ‘Mr Ma of Hong Kong Military’ (Sir Richard G.
McDonnell, 1814-1881, Governor of Hong Kong); on the third day, invitation to a drink
with Mr Ma, a travel on mountain chair round Tai Ping Shan (Victoria Peak) for 10 miles.”

1912
On the 4¢h July 1912, having just taken office, Sir Francis Henry May, the Governor of Hong

Kong was nearly shot while landing on Blake Pier. He made a narrow escape though. After
that, governors of Hong Kong used motor cars for transport instead.

1922

There could be two, three or four bearers for one sedan chair. An “eight-bearer big sedan”
would be used to serve the Governor and honourable guests visiting Hong Kong. When
Prince Edward VIII of England, who became the Duke of Windsor, came to visit Hong Kong
in 1922, the “eight-bearer big sedan” was sent to pick him up.

The Japanese Occupation (1941 - 1945)

In the 1920s various kinds of cars began to emerge. The sedan chair, which should have been
eliminated, became an important means of transport again during the Japanese occupation
due to a severe lack of motor vehicles and the traffic being constantly held up. The sedan
chair was given another new Japanese name kago (literally translated as driving cage). Further,
the Japanese military authorities wanted to levy water tax and to carry out administrative
measures, so they proposed that a sedan union called the Kago Union be formed. The union

had fifty-five sedan chairs when it was first established.
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