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Going home, this home is the home of Hakka. As a son of Hakka,
like many other clansmen, I have always wanted to go back to have
a careful look at the home where I was raised up and where I took
for granted.
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In my childhood on Chinese New Year's Days, my parents would always ask me to go out of the house in
the early morning. And it seemed to me that the later | came back home the happier they were. It was great
for a kid to have a good time with other kids in the fields rather than stay at home. But why kids are
encouraged to go out on the New Year's Day? Later | learned this is a cultural habit of Hakka for
generations.

Not like city dwellers, Hakka people in a village seldom hold a birthday party. They would hold a birthday
ceremony for a man at his 21" and 61 and for a woman at her 20 and 60 . Birthday ceremonies for 60
and 61 are called "longevity ceremony" while for 20 and 21 called "big birthday", which celebrates a
boy/girl becoming a grown-up. | remember the ceremony for my 21 birthday (in fact | was 20), a real big
occasion. All the elderly in the village, relatives, and neighbors came and several tables lined up in the
courtyard. We were very poor, but everyone was very happy. | did not get any money or gifts except a pair
of pants from my mother and a pair of shoes from my grandma made by herself. | was excited with the
happiness of becoming a grown-up and did not even bother to think about the meanings of these gifts.

Time goes by. | have become a father myself. The memories of these two incidents get clearer and clearer.
Now | know New Year's Day is the beginning of a new year and my parents hoped their kid to go out in the
outside world to earn a big career rather than stay at home. The pair of shoes from my grandma sent out
the same message: you are a grown-up now, go out and earn a career. This is hope. This is tradition.

In Hakka's blood always flows such hope. Is it because the village is too small? farming too tedious? guest-
living frustrated? Or they want their sons to win back the glories of their ancestors?

Whatever the reasonis, such encouragement does create much glory and build up the culture of Hakka.

Going home, this home is the home of Hakka. As a son of Hakka, like many other clansmen, | have always
wanted to go back to have a careful look at the home where | was raised up and where | took for granted.
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Land and Hakka
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Hakka are a major branch of Chinese Han people with their own peculiar dialect, customs, attitudes, and
means of living. In this sense, they can be addressed as Han Hakka People. Just like many other groups
of Han People such as Jiangsu/Zhejiang people, Cantonese, and Southern Fujian people, Hakka have
developed their own distinctive features over the long years. And they are a group with the largest
distribution over the world and the greatest influence among all Chinese Han people.

Unlike the above-mentioned examples, however, Hakka people were not named after the place of their
origin or the place they live in. The ancestors of Hakka people came from the Yellow River area and
Yangtze River area. Through the years, they moved and resettled and moved until resettled over the
mountains between Jiangxi, Fujian, and Guangdong provinces. They mingled with the natives and earlier
comers of Han people and gradually developed into a unique sub-cultural group. Their descendents later
left this area and went to all parts of China and even all over the world. So Hakka is not a geographical
concept confined to a certain region. Word for word translation of Hakka is "guest living".

Regarding the history of Hakka, there is not a set conclusion as to the time of the earliest resettlement
from northern China and the formation of this group. The commonly-accepted saying goes that the
ancestors of Hakka people started to move from middle China to downstream Yangtze River area in
Yongjia Reign of Xi Jin Dynasty (265-316) in a time of social turmoil. They then gradually moved to areas
of today's Jiangxi, Fujian, Guangdong, and Guangxi provinces. Starting from Xi Jin Dynasty down to Qing
Dynasty, the last feudal dynasty in China, there occurred several massive resettlements of Han people
from middle China to the above-mentioned areas, basically following the same route. Some scholars hold
the opinion that Hakka ancestors started resettlement in late Song Dynasty (960-1127). There are many
arguments as to the time of formation of Hakka as a group. But most scholars agree that the mountainous
area between Fujian, Jiangxi, and Guangdong is the origin of Hakka group. Today, Hakka mainly live in
Guangdong, Jiangxi, Guangxi, Fujian, Taiwan, Sichuan, Hunan, Hong Kong, Hainan and southeastern
Asian countries of Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Singapore. It is estimated that the total number of
Hakka people all over the world has exceeded 70 million.
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Every time | go out in the country, | feel so refreshed and comfortable. That beauty, that
tranquility, and that naturalness intoxicate me and help me to escape from the bustles of city life.
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In my memory, home is very very big with lanes reaching all directions. The deepest memory is
with "tianjing" (in-castle garden), with stone-laid walls, brick floor, golden calligraphy on posts,
and orchids in the middle. When it is raining, "tianjing" is the paradise for kids. Besides "tianjing"
| remember the stone gate foundation and that big wooden gate. In my childhood, | dared not to
enter the rear hall, where a big table of worship was placed and there were coffins in the attic.
Then at a time, all these were gone. The rear hall was occupied by cows. So | refused to go
there. Later | got to know that worship tables and coffins were listed as feudal legacy and had to
be removed.

What is always in my mind clearly is my grandma. She lived in that room beside the "tianjing". In
my memory she always sat beside the stove. | could not remember when she passed away. My
mother told me my grandma loved me very much. As | was the only grandson of hers and all my
uncles' children are girls. Grandma gave me a girl's name and went all out to take care of me.
She prayed for me and hoped | could grow healthily as a baby cow.

| often got sick and feared death. | would ask for pills even when | sneezed. When | went to
school, | became brave and strong. The school was located in a big village at the back of the
mountain surrounded with bamboos and trees. The school was very large, with blue brick, black
tile, and three "tianjing"s. In front of it, there was a moon-shaped pond. Beside the pond, there is
a well full of fresh water. | remember going to the well for a drink between classes. Later |
learned that was a family shrine.

| remember on the way to school and on the mountain behind the school, there were many
golden pots in lines. The trees beside the pots were especially flourishing. The kids would turn
to take a quick look at these pots and exchange some words quietly. As our parents told us in
these pots lay the "gold" of our ancestors. Hakka people call the bones of ancestors "gold". In
the old times, Hakka people did not have place of their own and had to move quite frequently.
They took the "gold" of their ancestors with them every time they moved to a new place. And on
big occasions of festivals, weddings, and funerals, Hakka people would hold ceremonies to
worship their ancestors. Hakka people worship many "Bogong"s (gods), such as "Tian'agong"
(god of heaven), "Dibogong" (god of earth), "Zaotoubogong" (god of kitchen), god of tree, god of
river, and god of mountain. | remember when | was a child, my mother would bring me going all
over the places and prayed to gods. | did not understand what she was murmuring about. Later
| learned she was praying for the health and prosperity of my family. | forgot when my mother
stopped praying to these gods and all of us began to sing loyal songs to the portrait of
Chairman Mao before every meal.

| did not study very hard but | felt | was the best student in my class. | was the head of kids in
the upper castle and often led the group to maintain the road to school and set up a simple
bridge across a ditch. When | was in my fifth grade, the principal of my school (I forgot his name)
led me and several other big kids to remove a wall between his room and the classroom, as the
classroom was not big enough to hold all the kids. | remember that those bricks were big and
heavy. | had my first year in junior high in this classroom and on the second year | transferred to
another school.
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