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My hearttelt thanks to the architect who provided the
material, and to all those people whom | spoke with during
the Process of design.
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Exhibition as Urban Laboratory

Book I: Venice Biennale of Architecture 2000

Yung Ho Chang / Atelier Feichang Jianzhu
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It was in the editors’ office of TOTO Shuppan of Japan four years ago
that | heard the name of Yung Ho Chang (Zhang Yonghe) for the first time. -
He was in the book 581 Architects in the world, which the publishing house
just finished. On April 9 of this year, | heard Chang’s name again when
the organizer of Venice Biennale announced the architects invited to the
exhibition in his lecture in Tokyo.

On May 15, | returned to Beijing and, with the help of a friend, | finally got
to meet Chang in his studio at Peking University. He was a slow speaker
and friendly. To my suggestion of pubblishing some of his work in a set of
two books, he responded wholeheartedly. The collaboration between us
then began. It took only four days to get everything together and have
the design finalized. However, in retrospect, the seemingly four short days
constituted a long journey into Chang’s path to the forefront of world
architecture.

As the leading figure of the new generation of architects in China, Yung
Ho Chang went to the United States to further his studies in 1981. After
twenty years of assimilating the architecture of the West, Chang emerged
with a strategy of juxtaposing ideas and expressions of different culture
and is preoccupied with a search for a contemporary Chinese
architecture. His pursuit brought him to the 7" International Exhibition of
Architecture in Venice this year. As an event of the Biennale, which hap-
pens actually every four years, the achitectural exhibition showcases the
architectural talents all over the world. However, to have a young Chi-
nese architect in the show, this is the first time.

—— Zhu E
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La Biennale di Venezia 2000 - 7th International Architecture Exhibition
Theme: Citta - Less Aesthetics More Ethics

The last international architecture exhibition of the second millennium is
directed by Mr. Massimiliano Fuksas and opens on June 18th until 29
October, 2000. The exhibition explores the issues of man and society at
the dawn of the third millennium.

The theme is fundamental to the present debate on the new social and
urban context and architects commitment as intellectuals. Approximately
90 participants have been invited to design and to conceive original ar-
chitectural work and to present their works with installations, models and
videos. Invited participants, including prominent figures, together with a
great number of young architects, artists and photographers, responded
with a conceptual coherence and generosity that prove that the partici-
pants can contribute to a future where the contradictions of our contem-
porary world are viewed with heightened awareness.

The Expo On Line exhibition: www.labiennale.org
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DETAIL

main passage

Plan R. 1:100




