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Varied like wonderful hills within summer clouds

——for scripts of Cao Zhigui
by Zhu Jia

I have been discussing calligraphy with Cao Zhigui for more than 20 years. He is honest,
straightforward and reliable, which impresses me deeply.

Professor Cao — famous calligraghist has been engaged in the art of calligraphy for many
years. His calligraphy is natural and unrestrained, coupling hardness with softness. He always
pays attention to collecting rubbings from ancient stone inscriptions such as those of seal charac-
ter, official script and famous rubbings in Qin, Jin, Tang, Song dynasties, etc, as well as copy-
ing the characters. In order to absorb excellent traditions of calligraphy art, he attaches great
importance to accumulation of rubbings and innovation of characters. A small table of stone in
his court sees his efforts in practising calligraphy at any time. On the other hand, he makes
nothing of hardships by travelling around the country to draw up methods and skills of calligra-
phy from natural phenomena. '

Mr. Cao is good at all the styles of what is the hightest art in the world. Among the styles,
he is most skilled in script, which is natural and smooth, like floating clouds and water. From
his masterpieces such as ’United country shares the moon”’, ’Present to countrymen residing
abroad’, ’Poem of Wang Zhihuan’, ’ Number one garden in countryside’, ’ Visiting frontier
fortress’ , different kinds of skills of using writing brush with varied imposing manners can be
found out. For example, his seal character is full of interest and fascinating, like drawings and
with varied structures. His official script is sturdy, full and round with square and upright struc-
tures. And well knitting and uprightness with power are the characteristics of his regular script.

In general, his characters are even, smooth,powerful and arranged in harmony with well —
knit structures. Particularly, his script that combines spirit with lasting appeal is rated as superb
works of art.

Since 1980s, many clligraphy exhibitions have been held in China and even in Canada. His
works and his speeches are well received by personalities of various circles including famous
painters such as Liu Haishu,Qigong, Qian Songyan,etc. All these show that people are realizing
the importance of his calligraphy in the history of modern calligraphy in China.

He has written many books about calligraphy. For instance, ’ Calligraphy art of Cao
Zhigui’ ,’ Briefing on characteristics of calligraphy’ etc.

He inscribes for lots of scenic spots and historical sites, at the invitation of governments in
charge. And he enjoys a high reputation home and abroad.

At the time of his works” —Cao Zhigui scripts’ publishing, I write this preface named ’ Var-
ied like wonderful hills within summer clouds’.

on Oct. 12, 1993
in Suzhou
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