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A Study of the History of Flower Arrangin Abstract

A Study of the History of Flower Arranging
Abstract

Flower arranging, one of the most gracious of Chinese arts, can be traced back
to the Six Dynasties period(220-589), becoming popular in the Tang and Sung
dynasties. Until the Ming dynasty, flower arranging schools were still being estab-
lished in China with offshoots opening in Japan, Korea, and elsewhere. However, in
the Ch’ing dynasty, political and economic failure meant that, the art of flower arrang-
ing declined to such an extent that today, it has become unfamiliar to the Chinese. It
is indeed a pity!

Chinese are well known for the respect they have for nature, they consider that
both man and flora have a soul. The flower is the outward manifestation of the plant’s
beauty. Flower arrangers, cherishing this natural beauty, create artistic works in ac-
cordance with their imagination. From these works, we can see that the idea, the lay-
out, the enjoyment, and the charm of flower arranging are transferred to the flower
arrangements themselves. Flower arranging also reflects the different aesthetic
ideas throughout the time.

In order to present a complete view of the history of the Chinese flower arrang-
ing, the author has tried his best to collect, compare, induce, analyze, and synthesize
historical data. Other than this historical analysis, It is also the author’s intention to ex-
plain the changes of life style leading to the decline of flower arranging in China.

This book contains nine chapters. Chapter one, the introduction, briefly
sketches the special significance of flower arranging to art history. Chapter two is
concerned with the origin of flower arranging, including a description of the attention
the ancient Chinese paid to it. Chapter three to Chapter eight, the most important
part of the book, chronologically compares and analyzes the development of flower
arranging from the Wei-Jin dynasty down to the Ch’ing dynasty. Chapter nine
provides a conclusion. The author hopes that this book will be a source of reference
to future flower arrangers and for the further development of this art form.
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