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Abstract

The year 2015 was characterized by a political turmoil prevailing in the Mid-
dle East and regional pattern continuing to restructure. It was also a time when re-
lations between China and the Middle East witnessed further development follow-
ing the “One Belt and One Road” Initiative. Therefore, the Middle East Devel-
opment Report (2015—2016) chooses the situation in the Middle East in 2015
as well as the relationship between China and the Middle East as the main objects
of analysis. The theme of this volume is “China and the Middle East within the
Framework of the ‘ One Belt and One Road’ Initiative,” while special reports
consist of three parts; “the New Development in the Middle East Situation,”

“Sectarian Issues and Religious Extremism” and “ Chinese Diplomacy in the

Middle East™ .

Session One: China and the Middle Eastwithin the

Framework of the “One Belt and One Road” Initiative

The Middle East is the intersection of the “One Belt and One Road” and a
hub connecting Europe, Asia, and Africa. Among the over 60 countries along
the “One Belt and One Road”, more than a quarter are Middle Eastern coun-
tries. Therefore, promoting the “One Belt and One Road” construction in the
Middle East is crucial to achieve the overall goal of the *One Belt and One
Road” Initiative. In recent years, promotion of the “One Belt and One Road”
Initiative in the Middle East has made significant headway that manifests itself in
three different aspects. First, a clear top — level design has formed and taken up
strategic leading roles. Second, countries in the Middle East have responded en-

thusiastically and participated actively. Finally, various mechanisms have provid-
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ed an important platform for construction of the “One Belt and One Road”.
Needless to say, the biggest challenge to China’s promotion of the “One Belt and
One Road” in the Middle East is security, but China’s ambition will not be
stalled by fear of such risks. Instead, it tailors specific policies according to
countries’ different levels of risk and continues to promote the construction of the
“One Belt and One Road” in the Middle East. Based on the above considera-
tions, this Development Report compilation group organized experts to contribute
nine reports, drawing on specific issues including: Strategic planning of the
“One Belt and One Road” Initiative and new developments in Chinese economic
diplomacy; Strategic docking between China and the Middle Eastern countries
within the framework of the “One Belt and One Road” Initiative; Opportuni-
ties, challenges and countermeasures in China’s promotion of the “One Belt and
One Road” in the Middle East; Opportunities and challenges of production ca-
pacity cooperation between China and the Middle East; The implementation of
China’s Beidou Satellite Navigation System in the Arab world; People —to — peo-
ple contacts in the construction of the “One Belt and One Road” ; Sino — Arab
relations against the background of the “One Belt and One Road” ; Egypt’s eco-
nomic revitalization plan and strategic docking with the “One Belt and One
Road” Initiative; and Sino — Israeli relations against the background of the
“One Belt and One Road” Initiative.

These reports include macro strategic research as well as researches in spe-
cific fields and bilateral relations. They not only aim to analyze major problems
concerning the “One Belt and One Road” Initiative between China and the Mid-
dle East, but the reports also contribute to the understanding of the strategic
planning, current situation and trends, opportunities and challenges, as well as
problems and countermeasures in building the “One Belt and One Road” Initia-

tive between China and the Middle East.

Session Two: The New Development of the Middle East Situation

Turbulence and chaos remained the norm of the Middle East in 2015, the

extent and intensity of which might have even exceeded those in the
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past. However, the Middle East in 2015 also showed signs of mixture of order a-
mid chaos. The Iranian nuclear deal is undoubtedly the biggest highlight of the
changing situation, ushering in a path of political solution to Middle Eastern is-
sues. Transforming Arab states have divided themselves into stabling ones (e. g
Tunisia and Egypt) and those with prolonged unrest (e. g. Yemen and Libya) ,
showing two coexisting trends. ISIS and other extremist groups remained rampant
while the refugee crisis continued to escalate, exerting a strong impact on global
security and global governance, though they also directly promoted the interna-
tional cooperation on terrorism and refugee governance. As old and new tensions
in Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and Israel — Palestine continued, the Syrian crisis took
a turn to the possibility of a political solution at the end of the year. However,
structural contradictions persisted in the Middle East and manifested itself in the
form of US — Russia strategic power game as well as intensified competition for
dominance among regional powers. Therefore, this book includes six sub — reports
analyzing the new development of the Egyptian situation, new changes in the re-
gional pattern of the Middle East, comprehensive assessment of the impact of the
Iranian nuclear deal, assessment of a new round of turmoil in the region, assess-
ment of the G20 summit in Antalya, and Russia’s Middle East Policy. The reports
contribute to deeper understanding of the development trends in transitional
states, reorganization of regional patterns, impact of the Iranian nuclear deal,

and Middle East policies of major powers in and outside the region.

Session Three: Sectarian Issue and the Religious Extremism

In 2015, the geopolitical, ethnic and sectarian rivalry centered on Saudi A-
rabia and Iran, and was increasingly solidified. Over the past few years, Saudi
Arabia and Iran have initiated proxy wars and competition in Bahrain, Syria,
Iraq and Yemen respectively. Beginning in 2016, the breaking off of diplomatic
ties between the two regional powers led to their open confrontation. Their conflict
is not merely sectarian; it is a combination of geopolitical struggle for regional
dominance, Arab — Persian ethnic conflict, and the Sunni — Shiite religious ten-

sion. The competition between Saudi Arabia and Iran will likely show a * new
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norm” consisting of prolonged discord without major wars, and Middle Eastern
states are grouping themselves into the Saudi camp, the Iranian camp, and the
middle ground. Based on such assumptions, this book volume includes two sub
reports: “Multidimensional Perspective on Sectarianism in the Middle East” and
“The Relationship between Iran and Arab Shiites” , attempting to present an ob-
jective view of the essence of sectarian conflict.

In 2015, religious extremism and terrorism continued to spread across the
Middle East. The “Islamic State” , with its many characteristics similar to those
of nation states, has replaced Al — Qaeda as the core of global terrorism. It has
become the main organizer of large — scale terrorist attacks, the producer and
disseminator of extremist and terrorist ideologies, and the target of allegiance a-
mong extremist groups around the world. The fight against the *Islamic State™,
as well as weakening and eradication of religious extremism, is a question of
global governance. As a result, this book has four relevant sub reports: “The
Deformation of ISIS and Terrorism,”  “US — Russia Power Game through the
Fightagainst ISIS,” “The Perceptions of ISIS in the United States and the Middle
Fast” and “The Nature and Internal Structure of Islamic Extremism in Europe”.
These reports assist readers in understanding the nature of extremism with ISIS as

its core as well as the complexity of global combat against ISIS.

Session Four: China’s Middle East Diplomacy

The comprehensive promotion of greal power diplomacy with Chinese charac-
teristics constitutes the focus of China’s diplomacy in 2015. Diplomacy with Chi-
nese characteristics consists of “Six Adherences” ; adhering to the leadership of
the Communist Party of China and socialism with Chinese characteristics, adhe-
ring 1o the independent foreign policy of peace, adhering to the democratization
of international relations, adhering to the win —win cooperation, adhering to the
correct concept of justice and benefit, and adhering to the principle of non —in-
terference in the internal affairs of others. The Middle East is one of the world’s
most complex, most volatile regions that has presented numerous opportunities

and challenges for Chinese diplomacy in recent years. In 2015, China closely ex-
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amined the ground situation in the Middle East, through which its diplomatic
concept, policy and mechanism formed combining Chinese characteristics with
the reality on the ground in the Middle East. In January 2016, the release of
China’s Arab Policy Paper and President Xi Jinping’s visit to Saudi Arabia, E-
gypt, and Iran both signified that its Middle East diplomacy with Chinese charac-
teristics was taking shape. This book volume includes reports such as “the Con-
struction of China’s Middle East Diplomatic Strategy,” “The Mode and attributes
of China’s Participation in the Security Governance in the Middle East,” * Signif-
icance, Current Situation and Policy Implications Regarding the Exchange be-
tween Chinese and Arab Think —tanks” and “the Historical Evolution of the Re-
lationship between China and Gulf States™ . They will help readers fully under-
stand the connotation and essence of China’s Middle East diplomacy with Chinese

characteristics.



