


The Ancient History of Sichuan

This volume contains two categories of books and articles by Professor
Tong Enzheng.

First, it includes articles dedicated to his two mentors: one such arti-
cle is in memory of professor Meng Wentong. Professor Meng Wentong was a
distinguished historian. He had provided invaluable advice to Prof. Tong in
terms of academic analysis and research approaches. The other such article
is a biography of professor Feng Hanji. Professor Feng Hanji was a distin-
guished archaeologist who had studied in the United States in his early
years. As a result, his rationalization and teaching style had been influ-
enced by western culture. Professor Feng Hanji guided Tong Enzheng into
the field of archaeology and exposed him to the western academic research,
which might have motivated him to learn English and to conduct research
abroad for many a time, From these two articles, we can clearly perceive the
roots for all the academic research of Prof. Tong Enzheng.

Second, this volume also includes Prof. Tong Enzheng’s research arti-
cles on the archaeology and history in Sichuan area. They include Jade
Objects from the Guanghan Site, Cist Tombs of the Upper Minjiang Area
and Ethnic Identification of the Slate Tombs in Northwest Sichuan, two
systematic studies of slate tombs discovered in the plateau area of northwest
Sichuan. They also include a detailed study of the transportation and trade
between ancient Sichuan and the outside world, the ethnic composition in
ancient eastern Sichuan, the ethnic identification of the owner of the slate
tomb in southwest Sichuan and the famous “Bashu” character in ancient
Sichuan.

The Ancient History of Sichuan ( Anctent Ba — Shu) is a systematic
research results during Prof. Tong Enzheng’ s early study of the Sichuan
area. The book, which was written during the Cultural Revolution and pub-
lished immediately after, inevitably carries the signature of that period,
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However, during that period, even among the academic élite, most scholars
stopped their research. In contrast, Prof. Tong Enzheng continued his study
with great courage and determination. Even though some of the academic
viewpoints from The Ancient History of Sichuan were restrained by the spe-
cial circumstance of that period — some of which had been later corrected by
the author, it is still an excellent book to help readers to study and under-
stand ancient Sichuan. In addition, The Ancient History of Sichuan also
provides invaluable information for the study of the academic ideology during
the Cultural Revolution.
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