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Zhang Ke Tour of Jiangling, Wuyuan, Jiangxi on April 6, 2008 Photo by Li Honggang

Introduction of the Author: Zhang Ke

Zhang Ke was born in Ningbo, Zhejiang, China, on January 10, 1955, under
the year of the Horse. With a bachelon's degree, he holds the position of Chief
Reporter. Also he is a member of China Photographers Association and director of
China Evening News Photography Society.

Zhang has assumed office as the first photographer when Ningbo Evening
News launched inaugural issue in December, 1994 and been on the career until
now.

In November 1995, Zhang has been named the first "East China Top Ten

News Photographers" by People's Daily; then he has been nominated as China
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Evening News the second Ten Outstanding News photographers in 2003; two
years later, he has been awarded the honorary title of "outstanding Chinese
Artists" by International Chinese Culture and Arts Association.

Through 25 years pursuit of news documentary photography, over ten
theousand pieces of photographic and written works are published in newspapers
at all levels in the country; Also hundreds of photographs (including group
photographs) have won or been published in various domestic photography
contests or exhibitiongs. Some are published abroad.

The achievement has been selected in "Complete Works of Chinese
Photographers", "Entrepreneurs of Contemporary China", "Chinese Century

Experts", "Dictionary of Chinese Artists" and many other large book records.
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Preface

Ongoing efforts to “position” the role and let life sail to the success

— My path of photography

Zhang Ke

| have a close relationship with photography, which has been 25 years since 1986 to 2010. From a hobby to a profession, to be one
of the founders of Ningbo Evening News and to be senior chief photographer in Ningbo... It is something that | do not dare to dream of,
although photography is my love since the adolescence.

In retrospect,it has a decisive relationship with how to correctly adjust “course objectives” in one’s life, avoid weaknesses, pursue

goals insistently and keep “positioning” to let life sail to the success.

I “Positioning” according to one’s expertise and interest

| was “untimely” born on January 10, 1955 when “honorable mothers” were promoted. When | was three years old, my father, a
middle school teacher, was wrongly classified as a “rightist”. When in elementary school, | unfortunately encountered the “Cultural
Revolution” era. Over the years | did not have the opportunity for further study. | learned carpentry at a young age and was known as
“Carpenter Zhang” in the neighborhood. In September, 1979, | replaced my father to become a member of staff in a secondary school.
In the fall of 1982, after several years of self-study and beipg a “free listening student”, | finally became a college student and get a
diploma in Chinese Language and Literature major at the Central Television University. At that time, | was doing administrative work in
a college.

In the spare time, photography almost always accompanied me. In the early eighties of last century, | saved more than 80 yuan to
buy a Seagull 203 camera and also made an amplifier. | mainly took photographs for friends and family. In 1988, | saved enough money
of more than 1,500 yuan to buy a Japanese Chinon camera set, including different lenses. Things getting bigger afterwards, | bought a
skew bridge amplification machine and turned the bathroom of about four to five square meters into a darkroom. | even made solvent
for films and photographs myself. Since then, | used spare time after work to shoot photographs on streets and in parks. Many places
had left my footprints of photography. And in every weekend, | dived into the darkroom to enlarge photographs.

On April 7, 1987, | published my first news photograph, Where is the Paradise for the Eldely, on Ningbo Daily. At that time, | was
not complacent about myself and felt that only by “repositioning” through the combination of “Chinese language , literature major” and
“photography”, can | avoid weaknesses and find a new “course objective” for my life.
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11 “Position” at news documentary photography and form my own style and speciality

How to take the path of photography? This is another very important question of “positioning”.

In the mid-eighties of last century, | took some news documentary photographs that | captured to several senior photographers in
City Photographers Association and hoped they could provide meaningful guidance and help. However, nearly all of them thought the
photographs | took were merely news photographs which had no value. They told me to pay attention to “color and tone effects” and
other artistic aspects, which were essential for photography.

At that time, although a little confused, | still insisted that the essence of photography is documentation and the most important
value is to record the historical process of human society. So | firmly took the path of news documentary photography, which at the time
made me almost a “loner” in the society of photography in Ningbo.

Persistence brings victory. In September 1994, after eight years of persistent efforts, | had over 1,000 pieces of news documentary
photographs and written works published in all levels of competitions, exhibitions, newspapers and magazines. Some works won
awards in competitions of national and provincial levels. My documentary photography works, Stoop on “Little Emperor”, Buddha Bless
Me to Win Points Again and Extra Clerk, received the first and the third Zhejiang Good News Pictures Award in 1990 and 1992. | was
the only winner of Zhejiang Good News Pictures Award in Ningbo at that time. My documentary photograph, New Competition — the
Human Resources Market, was selected in the 17th National Photographic Art Exhibition in 1994 and was the only photographic work
selected into the National Exhibition in Ningbo. Facts had proved that the path of news documentary photography that | took was a
bright one and coincided with the rising wave of “documentary photography” in the national society of photography.

Opportunities favor those who are prepared — Before Ningbo Evening News was founded in September 1994, it recruited editorial
staff and reporters in Ningbo. Through written tests and interviews, | stood out from over 500 applications and became the first main
photographer of Ningbo Evening News. At the time, Yinzhou Daily also gave me an offer ...

Since then, by new “positioning”, to be a journalist and documentary photographer who records social life and human history with a

camera has become my goal and objective.

111 “Position” to be a well-known journalist and documentary photographer

Being a photographer for 16 years, | always insist on being close to reality, life, and the mass. The camera is focused on social life,
reflecting emotions and other aspects of ordinary people. Through the pursuit over a long time, | form an ordinary and simple style.

For 16 years, | have interviewed and reported many important events and news.

However, what | do best and my favorite is to photograph social life. | think "How the Evening News of a city level can compete
in the national press and media?" is still an important “positioning” problem! How to make news photos of Ningbo Evening News to
shine in the country and to win? How to be a famous journalist? Though Evening News at a city level can hardly make any national “big
news”, | can pay attention to “little news” in the life — that is social news. Its typical nature and characteristic of the times are regardless
of geographical locations. It is the “positioning” problem that | summarize in the many years of work of photography and also the
breaking point of news photos of Ningbo Evening News to the country.

| promptly conclude an important law, “social news photography can also be the focal point”. It has characteristics of “real, new,
live, deep, interesting, odd” and so on. In order to further restore its “true nature”, one must use capture as the main photographic



method. | summarize six important aspects in the creation: One, to capture a sudden image; Two, to be good at discovering; Three, to
dare to take risks; Four, to capture “small images” in major activities; Five, to establish a broad network of contacts; Six, to strengthen
the awareness of planning.

In order to further improve the work and social news photography coverage, | studied the major of law part-time for three years on
the basis of old major, Chinese, and get a Bachelor Degree.

With the emphasis on both theory and practice, | shot a lot of news documentary works of social life, including many winnings in
national, provincial and municipal good news awards; The thesis Social News Photos Can Also Play a Leading Role, Legal Issues
Relating to Reports of Photography Interview, was published on the national newspapers: China Press and Publication News, China
News, respectively; Thesis Legal Issues Relating to Reports of Photography Interview won the first prize in 2003 China Evening News
Best Paper Competition.

Several dozens of social welfare activities and reports planned independently by me, such as To Help the Children of Migrant
Workers Realize Their Dreams * Arts Education Series (2007), Construction of 100 Citizen Book Houses (2008) and 1000 Digital Book
Stores (2010) by Ningbo Evening News and Ningbo University Zone Library, Free Training and Certification of Nursing Workers Filling
the Gaps in Zhejiang (2009), were all very successful. Some have become “brand name” social welfare activities and reports of Ningbo
Daily Newspaper Group and Ningbo Evening News.

They are the building blocks for Ningbo Evening News, which starts on New Year's Day of 1995 and is making more than 300,000
copies per day today — the most in circulation of a daily newspaper in Ningbo; At the same time, they help writing beautiful cards of “the
national civilized city, city of love, city has the most happiness” for Ningbo.

Therefore, | also have become a high profile reporter among the media and readers in Ningbo and have some influence among
photographers in eastern China and the National Evening News.

However, honorable titles are not as good as compliments from the readers. | value “people’s journalist”, “journalist of citizens” and
other reputations more during my long term “close to people, close to life” news photography reports.

By 25 years of pursuit in news documentary photography, | have come to realize that “photography” can teach you how to be a “big
man”, how to interact with the society, how to innovate and how to develop with the time!

Since starting learning photography at a young age, | have bought a lot of books about photography theory and photographic
work. There are scenery pieces by Adams and news photography by Bresson. But | think the theory and works of the world's great
photographers seem to be too far away from us. How badly | want a book about Chinese news photography theory and works to study
and imitate.

Based on the idea at that time, | have selected a small portion of my photographic works, most of which have been published or
have won in competitions, in my 25 years of creation experience for photography lovers and readers to share. | only hope the book can
inspire and help the readers. Please correct me on any inadequacy. | thank all the people who have helped me grow up and publish
this photography collection!

August 28, 2010 at Ningbo, Zhejiang, China
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Chapter | Black and White Documentary

Photography is a comprehensive art. Photography (art) is usually divided into three categories internationally: Documentary Photography, Art
Photography, Applied Photography. Documentary Photography includes news photography; Art Photography generally refers to the narrow sense
of "art" photography; Applied Photography also includes advertising photography and commecial photography. In fact, there are many cross-cutting
fields in these three categories. If a news documentary photography has a strong artistic value, it is also a piece of art photography. It can be used for
advertising. It can also be an example of applied photography.

| think the essence of Photography is its documentary attribute. Its most important value is to record the historical process of human society or
the natural phenomena that relate to the survival of human beings. Documentary photography is the most important category in photography. It is the
essential difference between photography and painting. Although the commercial values of the current photographs are far less than those of paintings,
the social values of documentary photography can't be caught up.

| think the narrower scope of documentary photography is social documentary photography. Its ideological content is often higher than its artistic
counterpart. The general form comes from the content. It emphasizes photographic techniques and the typical moment for capture. The authenticity is
the life of documentary photography. Therefore, in the selection of photographic equipment, 135 SLR cameras and 24-70mm lenses are often used to
meet the most important and fundamental requirements of documentary photography: rapid response, true visual effects without distortion (similar to the
human eyes). The objects of the documentary photography are mainly figures, events and scenes of life. So middle ground composition is often used
to highlight the main characters and account for the background. Aperture priority mode with F5.6-F11, 1/125 -1/500 second shutter speed is often used
to capture. Themes can be readily captured with carried equipment. As a news report, it is generally accompanied by a hundred words including "five
elements": description of the time, place, characters, events and causes (results).

Documentary photography is born at the birth of photography and has 172 years of history. It is known for black and white photographs and
often uses a more profound thought and theme to move the viewers. However, with the rise of color photography and the era of digital photography,
documentary photography shows a colorful world. But those old black and white photographs seem warm, nostalgic, deep and has a heavy sense of
history. Therefore, the values of black and white documentary photography have a more important manifestation.

Studying photography also needs to start from the root. So it is good to learn some black and white photography. Understand some original
photographic terminology and get some experiences from the camera perspective effect, the image quality of shooting to films developing, from basic
principles to artistic technigues, such as terms of "focal length of a lense, aperture and depth of field, thickness of films, sizes of pixels, sizes contrast,
accurate exposure, focus point, composition and lighting, color and tone". Grasping all these basics means mastering the basic skills of photography.
There are three so called contests in photography: One, a contest of equipment; Two, a contest of techniques; Three, a contest of the mind. It shows the

importantance of skills in photography.
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Where is the Paradise for the Elderly?

1987 South Jiefang Road, Ningbo
One day in early April, a lot of old people were

playing cards at the timber storage yard near the
handicraft factory at South Jiefang Road, Ningbo.

| passed by this place quite often and always saw a
bunch of old people playing cards here regardless of the
season. At that time, | just started learning photography
by myself and always carried cameras. | wanted to
take photos and publish them. When passing that "old
people's paradise" again that day, | suddenly thought
where the paradise is for the elderly in our city?

Isn't it a social problem that needs to be taken care
of? So | took a group of photos with the standard lense
of my Chinon SLR using F5.6 aperture and 1/60 second
shutter speed. Where is the Paradise for the Elderly?
was published on Ningbo Daily on April 7 unexpectedly.
And it was my first published news photo, a maiden
work. Later | was told that the maiden work set the
keynote and the style of a photographer. This was true
for me. | was obssessed and firmly took the professional
photography career for general news thereafter.
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New Competition — the Human Resources Market
1993 Ningbo Youth Palace

On May 26, 1993, the first Zhejiang Province Development Zone and Free
Trade Zone Job Fair was held in the hall of Ningbo Youth Palace. More than
60 companies from these two zones were there to attract those who wished
to start doing business. More than 2,000 people from across the country
enthusiastically participated in this event. Most of them have college degrees.

I quickly captured this moment using a Nikon 24-85 mm lens with F4
aperture, 1/60 second shutter speed and indoor light.

This work was published in Economic Daily and several other national
newspapers. In 1994, it was selected into the 17th National Photographic Art
Exhibition (the only work selected into the exhibition in Ningbo).
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Buddha Bless Me to Win Points Again  Chinese New Year 1990  Matou Village in Fenghua Ningbo
During Chinese New Year, villagers in nearly every household in Matou Village are playing mahjong,
poker and Pai Gow, and gamble sometimes too. These children also make up a table. Some of them
are honor students.
The work was published in Ningbo Daily, China Youth Daily and so on. And it received third prize in
the First Photographic Works for Excellence in Journalism Award in Zhejiang Province.

Note: This work and Stoop on "Little Emperor" on the right were the only two photographic pieces
from Ningbo that won Zhejiang Province Good News Awards for the first time.
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Stoop on "Little Emperor"
November 1989 Xiaogian Lane, Haishu District, Ningbo

At that time | saw a caricature, Chase to Feed, in
a newspaper, reflecting a grandmother chasing her
grandson to feed. In a flash of inspiration, my mother
and nephew became a pair of ready-made models.

| used a Chinon SLR camera, a standard lens
with F5.6 aperture, 1 / 125 sec shutter speed,
diagonal composition, side backlighting styling, and
supplementary front flash lighting. A photograph
reflecting hot topic of the "one-child little emperor" was
produced.

At that time, Ningbo Daily, Shanghai Wenhui Daily
and a number of other newspapers published this work.

Zhejiang Photographic Report also made a
presentation of the work. The work won third prize in the
First Zhejiang Outstanding News Photos Contest and
won the honorable reward in Reform on the Road, the
National Photograph Competition, sponsored by Chinese
Photography in 1990.
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