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A Year of Brilliant Blossoming

Stanley Yen / translated by Teresa Meng

For Paul Chiang, as an artist, 2014 has been a year of

brilliant blossoming.

On December 20 this year, the Taitung Art Museum will have
the honor of hosting Chiang's first public exhibition of his
paintings. More importantly this year, Chiang selected some of
his best works and composed them into two collections: "PAUL
CHIANG" and "PAUL CHIANG: WORKS ON PAPER,
SCULPTURE AND LAND ART". These two collections
include fine examples of his oil paintings, sculptures, drawings,
and land art, representing the most complete display of his

life's works.

If Chiang's biography depicts chapter after chapter of
emotional stories and journeys of the heart, then these two
collections portray the sweet harvest of the painstakingly
cultivated fruits. Every painting, every piece of work, directly

reflects the artist's inner perception at the time.

In the early days, Paul Chiang chose to paint without any
natural light, manifesting in his works in a thick tone of
grayish black, expressing the spirit confined within him. After
returning to his hometown, Taipei, Paul's works expressed a

strong sense of nostalgia. So it was most unexpected that in his

later years, after the serendipity of life took him to Taitung, the
natural beauty surrounding him warmed his heart and opened
up his vision. I personally witnessed Paul's transition from the
days of painting "with all the windows closed” to being in the
light "with all the windows open"; nowadays his work is simply

brimming with vibrant colors and gentle light.

These works document every step on the road leading to the
pinnacle of Paul's artistic achievement. His piety and devotion
to art has never wavered. Now in his 70's, every morning Paul
enters his studio with one cup of tea and two bananas. Many a
time I have seen him walking out from his studio after a day's
work, his clothes and shoes splattered with paint of various
colors. He may look somewhat tired, but his face beams with
a sense of satisfaction and radiance. That sense of fulfillment,
a contentment and joy attainable only from artistic creation, is

his most wonderful blessing.

The residences, houses, studios, or gardens of the world's
famous artists, writers, composers, and dancers have often
become a pilgrimage sites which attract countless people
to reminisce, enjoy and explore. These places gradually
establish themselves as cultural legends, and act as centers for

contemplation and cultivation of the mind. Now, Chiang's
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studio has already become the new cultural landmark of
Taitung. The publication of the two previously mentioned
collections now provide a glimpse of that world, and a shortcut

for visitors to appreciate the life work of a prominent artist.

Taitung is truly fortunate to become the beloved home and
creative font of a master artist. For Taitung's grand natural
beauty and vigorous indigenous culture to be able to attract
a renowned artist like Paul Chiang to take up residence is
nothing less than a testament to the delightful confluence of

natural culture and modern art.

So for Taitung, 2014 has been nothing less than a year of

brilliant blossoming as well!
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