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Fleas and Lice

Did you know?

Think about it

Do it yourself!
Academic Knowledge
Emotional Intelligence
The Arts

Systems:
Making the Connections

Capacity to Implement

This fable is inspired by
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_» H fleaand a b

B louse come across each

other in the hair growing on a

) person’s head. They have known

about each other for a long time but
have never met in person.

“(Sood day,” says the flea, breaking the
silence. “I am the father of the flea family.
How do you do?”

‘ Hello, how lovely to meet you! I've
been waiting for this moment,” says
the louse and then she introduces
herself: “I’m the mother of

the lice family.”
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“I’ve been wondering .
when we would meet, as
we both enjoy the same living
space.”

of

“Indeed, especially because we both
love to have a bite of the skin of our
host and, if possible, even a little bit

of his blood!”

19
I’ve always wondered why you
call one louse a louse but
two or more lice?” -
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) “I can’t help
you there, as | have
no clue. What | have been
wondering is how you can jump
so high and so far.”

.

“chtually, we don’t jJump as such.
We have springs in our knees that are
released, like an arrow from a bow.

You could say we are built like a
crossbow.”

“%u are the best jumpers
in the world!”
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Well yes, if N\

people had our jumping
power, they would be able to
leap 90 metres forward. But the
real champion is the froghopper.
That little bug can apply a force of
400 times its body weight, while we
can do only about a 100 times. A
grasshopper can’t even do 10
times.”

(15
rfhat is still very
impressive.” -~
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“rfhank you, but you
know we feed on animals,
whereas the froghopper only eats
plants. That may be the reason for the
difference in force.”

“We prefer to eat blood and skin as
well, but we cannot jump like you do.”

“eNﬂo, perhaps not, but I’'m told that
you were already living on
chimpanzees and gorillas

millions of years ago.”
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