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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: 7he Ficture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Ficture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. 1t is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.

The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Myths. The book is the third in the series The Great
Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We hope that
you like it.

A myth is an ancient story circulating among the people and presenting
supermatural episodes. It submits to a process of oral tradition among people
and reflects the ideals, senses and feelings of humans. Myths can let people
have a better understanding of man, nature and society.

The book selects seventy-six world famous myths, inciuding eighteen
Chinese myths, and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek myths as well as influential early
works such as Babylonian myths, Egyptian myths, Hebrew myths, Indian
myths and so on. Besides, North European myths, American myths,
Australian myths, etc., are also included.

The editor in chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenijing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. And the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The book is written both in Chinese and in English. We have specially
invited the American professors Samuel Nicholson and Ella Nicholson to
be the general editors of the translations. They have worked very seriously
and diligently, and ensured the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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There are many stories circulating in North Europe about the life of Loki,
the God of Fire who had a very evil disposition and was a vicious trickster.

Loki’s first wife was Glut, the Goddess of Flame who bore him two daugh-
ters, Eisa and Einmyria.



(3)IBBERE —AFETRENZ G /REL, WiIET=EMILT  REFFH,
KUEAT /R T B AR R FIFE AR OR o

Loki’s second wife was Angurboda,a giantess, who born him three sons.
They were Fenris, the wolf, Jormungandr, the serpent,and Hel, the Goddess of
Death.
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His third wife was Sigyn who bore him two sons, Narve and Vali.
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Loki as the God of Fire brought great benefit to mankind but as the God of
Evil,caused untold suffering.
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One day,a mean giant engaged a farmer in a chess game. The farmer lost
the game and had to forfeit his son to the giant.
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The giant gave the farmer one day to hide his son. If he could not find the
boy, the giant would permit him to live.
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The farmer asked a favour of Odin who, with his supernatural power,
changed the boy into a grain on an ear of wheat in a field.
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Having not found the boy anywhere in the farmer’s house, the giant ran to
the field with a scythe in hand and began cutting ears of wheat until he found
the one on which the boy incarnate was hidden.
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Odin in heaven saw clearly what had happened. He snatched the grain away
from the giant and changed it into the boy again. Bringing the boy back to the
farmer, Odin admitted his failure.
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However, the giant gave the farmer another day’s grace,so the farmer
turned to Hoenir, Odin’ s brother, for help. Hoenir changed the boy into a feath-
er on the breast of a goose that was swimming in a pool.
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The giant realized what the trick was as soon as he saw the goose and sud-
denly bit off its head.
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Hoenir quickly seized the false feather and turned it back into the boy.

When he returned the boy to the farmer, Hoenir confessed that he was also un-
able to help.
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The giant extended the deadline one more day so the farmer decided to so-
licit Loki’s help. Loki took the boy to the seaside and changed him into a roe in
the body of a salmon.
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Loki,aware of the giant’s prowess, waited by the seaside. In a minute the
giant, as expected, arrived with a fishing pole.
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Soon the giant caught the salmon and cut open its belly in search of the
false roe.



