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The similarly titled exhibition is curated and organized by J.Young Art USA and Hunan Provincial
Museum and is presented by the Hunan Provincial Museum from December 29, 2015 to February 29,
2016.
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J.Young Art Is an organization that develops art exhibitions, publications and multimedia programs to
promote understanding through art and education.
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Andy Warhol (1928-1987) is one of the most notable American
artists in contemporary time and is often regarded as “the
father of Pop Art”. His passion for art emerged early and he
began drawing in his childhood. After graduating from Carnegie
Institute of Technology with a degree in pictorial design, he
became a successful commercial artist in New York. However, he
was not content with just his job and soon began to challenge
the traditions of art. In his mind, everyone could be an artist

and everything could be the subject of art. He popularized and
commercialized art. He used mass-produced silkscreen paintings
to represent common objects in daily life, as well as celebrities
and common people of the time. These paintings have become the
signature of Warhol’s artwork.

His photography, however, has remained largely unknown. Ever
since he had his first camera at the age of 9, photography has
always been a part of his life. He left over 100,000 black-and-white
and color photos. He used the Polaroid camera to capture candid
moments of people and objects and made some of these photos
the basis for his silkscreen paintings. This exhibition presents

for the first time the photographic works of Warhol together

with those of his longtime friend and collaborator, photographer
Christopher Makos, providing the audience to discover another
aspect of Warhol with Makos' photography. The exhibits also
includes four of Warhol's silkscreen paintings, in order to show the
relationship between his photography and his silkscreen works.

Warhol is still one of the most influential figures in American
ontemporary art. In 2012, the Metropolitan Museum of Art
held the exhibition “Regarding Warhol: Sixty Artists, Fifty
Years”. Structured in five thematic sections: "Daily News: From
Banality to Disaster”, "Portraiture: Celebrity and Power", "Queer
Studies: Shifting Identities”, "Consuming Images: Appropriation,
Abstraction, and Seriality" and "No Boundaries: Business,
Collaboration, and Spectacle”, the exhibition paired Warhol's art
works with the works of sixty other artists, reviewing the history of
American contemporary art and reconfirming Warhol's impact on
America’s contemporary art and popular culture.

Warhol is the product of American culture. As the first to introduce
the “"Warhol and Photography” exhibition in China, the Hunan
Provincial Museum hopes to provide Chinese visitors not only an
occasion to know a “true” Warhol, but also a window to explore
American art and culture.
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He was an American, a Czech-American. He was born in 1928 in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA, to a poor family of miners named
Warhola. He was the youngest in the family. He had blue eyes,
dark brown hair, and grew up to be 5 feet and 11 inches, weighing
between 130 to 140 Ibs. He liked to drink carrot juice. He lived and
worked and died in New York after attending college in Pittsburgh.

He paid great care to how he looked when he grew up. He
constantly changed his looks, dyeing his hair silver and blonde.
He used cosmetics to whiten his face and he even had facial
surgery. He made large amounts of self portraits across different
media; photographs, paintings, and silkscreens. He was a shy boy
and wherever he went, he almost always had company. He never
seemed to like girls and always gravitated towards boys.

He did so many things in art and culture that broke boundaries,
daring to be different. With encouragement from his mother, he
learned to love drawing as a little boy, He attended art schools
and finally became his own artist after a successful career in
advertising. He worked as an illustrator, a movie maker, a writer,
a publisher, a painter, and other creative pursuits. His active mind
and scope of work became a force unto themselves, creating the
“Warhol look”.

He was a special creature of his time, a creature of mass produced
western prosperity, a special creature of the American dream of
freedom and democracy based on a few hundred years of history.
He recognized that equality plays a great role in America. He dared
to turn everyone's daily life into an art that is so easily understood.
He invented techniques to mass produce his artwork to make it
accessible to everyone. He hit the mark with his saying, “everyone
will be world-famous for 15 minutes” and declared Pop Art is for
everyone.

He died at the age of 58 in February 1987. A foundation was
established in his name, The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual
Arts in 1987. And then, The Andy Warhol Museum was established
in 1994 in his birthplace of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. This museum
holds the largest collection of a single artist in the world.

So, who is Andy Warhol? The Andy Warhol Museum identifies him
as a Pop Artist, Social Commentator, Celebrity, Entrepreneur,
and Innovator. It is widely acknowledged that because of him, the
world added "Pop Art" to its vocabulary. He is credited as the
Father of Pop Art, a new school of art born in the 20th century,
offering the world a new way to observe.
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