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Ever since Tracey Woodward published his masterpiece
“The Minted Ten Cash Coins of China™ in 1936, it has made
great contributions to the understanding of modern machine-
made Chinese copper coins. Many numismatic literatures
in this area have followed his step even at the beginning of
21st century. These literary works, including forums on the
internet, play important role in the research of this subject.

The struck copper coins were circulated only about half
a century as fractional currency in China. However, it had
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created a legend only those who studied hard in-depth could
enjoy it. Although the output pieces were enormous then,
yet during that turmoil period most of these base-metal coins
were crudely made and overlooked by many collectors. Unlike
silver coins, copper coins were not carefully protected. When
they are appeared, corrosion has made it difficult for people to
recognize the beauty of the details. High grade coins are hard
to find and others either rested in junk boxes or destroyed
during the years. The large variations of different era and
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issuers also confuse beginner collectors like puzzle. All these
create difficulties for the general public to see the true value
of Chinese copper coin.

This book is intended to present the most splendid side of
Chinese copper coins, also provide the basis for rarity and
evaluation of coins included in this book. For enthusiasts
it will be a book of appreciation; for new collectors, it is a
beginner’s guide book. For the convenience of readers, all
fantasy, errors, tokens, unofficial issuer’s and cast coins are
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not included. It’s the author’s anticipation that this book will
stimulate interest in Chinese struck copper coins.
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