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CONTEXT

he Harry Potter books were (ahulously™ successful upon

their publication. Most readers like an unlikely hero, and

Harry, with his broken glasses, skinny frame, and late
learning about the wizard world, is such a hero. He succeeds as a
result of his enthusiasm®, courage, and good friends. These are all
positive traits that any reader can understand and desire. Because
Harry’s relatives undervalue his complex and companionable
personality, we are satisfied when he (riumphs* over people and
creatures more powerful than he. Harry is a quirky, unlikely hero.

J.K. Rowling’s series of adventures touches the common children’s
fantasy that another world coexists with our own. The Harry Potter books
describe us as Muggles, non-magical people who live our entire lives
oblivious to the existence of wizards. The novels allow us to envision a
magical world that we are otherwise unable to see. The attitude of wizards
toward Muggles is usually tolerant and humoring. The book blurs the

*fabulously adp. TFA X, BB 133
renthusiasmn. #os | #H #b
“triumpho. 4T BAL, AT REA)
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boundary between real life and fantasy. Even if there were wizards in our
world, we, as Muggles, wouldn’t know about them.

Rowling’s world offers something to everyone. The novel contains
all the elements of adventure stories, including monsters, magic,
sports, and miracles. But it also resembles a detective story. The mas-
terminds in the books are all clever, and they are never who they
seem. Furthermore, the books familiarize Hogwarts, the magic school
that Harry attends. Children can understand and sympathize with the
environment of Hogwarts. Gradually, all of the extraordinary aspects of
the school become unsurprising, and Hogwarts resembles any child’s
school where all things are connected and everything is contained.
Harry is an ordinary boy who experiences the complexity of growing
up, and yet we are able to see this process against an enchanting and
vivid new background. -

Harry Poiter and the Goblet of Fire expands the magical world
beyond Hogwarts and Britain, through the International competitions
of the Quidditch World Cup and the Triwizard Cup. It also confirms
that, while Harry has held Voldemort temporarily at bay in the
previous books, Voldemort will return again, and the wizard world will
have to reckon with this bleak certainty. Each book in the Harry
Potter series addresses a different social issue. The first book takes a
stand against the pursuit of immortality. The second book speaks
against racism and family privilege. The third book discusses the
injustices of poor legal systems. This book combats enslavement, both

of house-elves and of good wizards.
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PLOT OVERVIEW

he story begins fifty years before the present day, with a

description of how the Riddle family was mysteriously killed

at supper, and their groundsman, Frank Bryce, was suspected
of the crime, then declared innocent. Frank Bryce, now an elderly man,
wakes in the night to see a light in the window of the abandoned Riddle
House. He investigates and overhears Voldemort and Wormtail plotting to
kill a boy named Harry Potter. Voldemort takes note of him and kills him
on the spot. Harry Potter wakes up in the night with a throbbing pain in
the scar Voldemort gave him. He worries that Voldemort is nearby, and he
writes to Sirius Black, his godfather, mentioning the pain in his scar.

The next morning Harry’s Uncle Vernon receives a letter from
the Weasleys asking Harry to join them at the Quidditch Waorld Cup,
and Vernon grudginglv* agrees to let Harry go. The following day, the
Weasleys arrive in the Dursleys’ boarded-up fireplace to pick up
Harry. The Weasley twins “accidentally” leave a trick toffee on the

ground, which Dudley eats, causing his tongue to engorzc” itself. The

*grudagingly adv. B &3k, R R #
*engorge vt. & %M
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Dursieys panic and throw things at Mr. Weasley as the Weasley boys
and Harry exit through the fireplace. Harry arrives at The Burrow, the
Weasley household, and there he meets for the two eldest Weasley
brothers, Bill and Charlie, and there, Mrs. Weasley berates the twins
for making Weasleys’ Wizard Wheezes and giving them to Dudley.

Early the next morning, the Wéasleys, Harry and Hermione head
off to the Quidditch World Cup. They travel by Portkey, a process that
involves using a piece of trash as a touchstone for warping across
space. They use the same Portkey as Cedric Diggory, another Hog-
warts student, and his dad. Together they are carried to the World
Cup campground*. Upon arrival, the Weasleys, Harry and Hermione
head off to pitch their tent. Soon, Ludo Bagman arrives, jubilant* at
the festivities, and makes a wager with the twins on the outcome of
the Cup. Soon afterward, Mr. Crouch arrives, throwing Percy into a
great reverent fuss. Before they leave, they allude to a mysterious
event that will happen at Hogwarts. Harry, Ron, and Hermione buy
souvenirs and troop to the Top Box, where they meet Winky, a
house-elf who is saving a seat for her master. The game begins, after a
show from the respective mascots*, In the end, Ireland wins, but Vik-
tor Krum, the Bulgarian Seeker, catches the Snitch.

The night after the game, a crowd of Death Eaters, followers of
Voldemort who escaped punishment, torture four Muggles by levitating
them in the air. Harry, Hermione and Ron escape by fleeing into the
woods, where Harry discovers that his wand is missing. Moments later

someone fires the Dark Mark (the sign of Voldemort) using his or her

*campground n. ¥ & 3b;% & & A7
“jubilant adj. Ak HF K EFIE
*mascot n. 44 ;434



