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I have read many books by Chinese and international specialists, and this
handbook on pronunciation and intonation in English, which was written by an
ordinary English teacher, is most surprising. The approach provided in this book

will offer learners the secrets of achieving natural and clear speech.

Linguist in California State University
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Preface

Every language is spoken with particular prosodic patterns, and acquiring
these patterns is perhaps the most challenging aspect of learning the language.
After learning to accurately produce the phonetic segments and phonological
processes that occur in the language, learners still have the difficult job of
recognizing these patterns and the meanings that they signify, and stringing
together the sounds of words and the words of utterances in a manner that conveys
their meaning according to the way the language is spoken. To acquire those
patterns, students need to be exposed to examples of authentic speech so that they
can hear and absorb the intonations of the language so that these patterns form
part of their knowledge of the language, and they need to practice them using their
voices. But practicing the intonations of another language does not involve writing
new skills on a blank slate. Students have already practiced the intonations of
their own language tens of millions of times. Their vocal mechanism is trained to
produce those native sound patterns, and they have become habit. Now they must
overcome the habits of their first language and learn anew to control the delicate
mechanisms that regulate breath, voice pitch, syllable length, and so on.

A linguistic study of prosody may described all available patterns of vowel
length, pitch, syllable stress, and rhythm in a language or may identify those
common among groups of languages. Certainly more advanced learners of a
language would be expected to be able to recognize and produce many of these

prosodic patterns. Our goal with younger and intermediate learners is to begin the
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process of acquiring this element of knowledge of the language by teaching them
to recognize and produce its basic prosodic elements and thus give them a reliable,
practical foundation on which to build, and along with that, a sense of confidence

in their language skills that propels them ahead in their learning.

Linguist in California State University
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