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0 Home, Sweet Home

Topic Focus: Just be my guest!

v

V

Situation Focus: at the airport

v

Skill Focus: making comparisons and contrasts

V

Culture Focus: cities and their nicknames
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, West Virginia
Blue Ridge Mountains, Shenandoah River
Life is old there, 2.
Younger than the mountains
Growing 3.

Work in pairs. Listen to the song and fill in the blanks with the
i missing lyrics. Tell your partner how you feel about the song.

Country Roads, take me home, 4.
West Virginia, mountain mama

Take me home, country roads

All my memories 5.

Miner’s lady, stranger to blue water
6. , painted on the sky
Misty taste of moonshine, 7.

Country roads, take me home, to the place I belong

West Virginia, mountain mama

Take me home, country roads

I hear her voice in the morning hours she calls me
8.

And driving down the road I get a feeling
9

Country roads, take me home, to the place I belong

West Virginia, mountain mama
Take me home, country roads

Country roads, take me home, to the place I belong
West Virginia, mountain mama
Take me home, country roads
Take me home now, country roads

Take me home now, country roads
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TOPIC FOCUS: Just be my guest!

- Online ey Watch Oral English for College video course Unit 1,
Learning #® Lecture 2 about how to talk about hometowns, and

-~

do the exercises.

@) Interpreting: Use the sentence patterns to interpret the sentences.
« Somebodygrewupin... L REBHUEL— HER SIS, S
? | ﬁﬁwlﬂﬂﬁ?m%&%éﬁm .

. *» Somebody is native of ...

* Somebody was born and
. bredin...

* Somebody was born and 4. ﬁfﬁ%@%ﬁ‘ff}x ﬂ[@m@mza«zo\“ ‘

raised in ...

@ Rearranging sentences: Reorder the following sentences so that they follow a deductive
order. (Topic — Details — Further Details)

b

. What I don’t like most about the place where I
grew up is the weather.
et ”It’s boﬂmg hot that all T can do in this weather is to
e stay m an atr—condmoned room,
e Sométm.es, the temperature could be over 40
Ll degrees for days on end.
6. It's always so changeable.

Information Tree



® Expression check: Fill in the blanks with the expressions you learned from the lecture.

1. Kunming, the capital city of Yunnan (f149) vernal weather throughout
the year.

2. Hunan province (VA---&#) hot and spicy food.

3. Jingdezhen, my hometown, (L J¥5fa) the fact that it is a
production centre of porcelain, or china as people usually call it.

4, My hometown ({27F) just to the west of Taihang Mountain.

5. The city of Hong Kong (£7 -~ 3%5) as the “Pearl of the Orient”.

  ‘.‘* Meet Glenn, Jiang Tao and Mr. Li and listen to
Learnina B conversation 1: planning our tour for the coming

holiday.

Glenn and Jiang Tao are

students of the University

of Sydney. They are talking

about Jiang Tao’s

hometown in China. M. Li has immigrated to

~ Australia for over 50 years.
He is traveling back to the

 town where he grew up in
China. ‘

Glenn: So, you are Jiang Tao. Nice to see you. My name is
Glenn.
Jiang: Nice to meet you too. Sarah told me about you.

Glenn: She did? I am glad that we are not total strangers. g oo the ice: to make people

You know, I am not really good at breaking who have not met before feel
. © . * - . more relaxed with each other
the ice ~ . The thing is © , my friends and 1 are = @ The thing is: used to introduce

planning a tour to China, to see the giant pandas an explanation or an excuse



Jiang:

Glenn:

Jiang:

Glenn:

Jiang:

Glenn:

Jiang:

Glenn:

Jiang:

Glenn:

Jiang:

in Sichuan. Sarah said you are from there.

Yeah. I was born and raised in a little town there. *

So, tell me about it.

Let me see where to start. My hometown is called
Jiuzhaigou Valley, which is a popular tourist
destination. It's crowned as one of the top five
most scenic towns in China. There, you can feast
your eyes on © landscape totally unspoiled by
human activities, the virgin forests ? , lakes and
waterfalls and wildlife too.

Are there any other animals apart from the giant
pandas? _
Yes, the mountain ranges in my hometown are
home to hundreds of types of species, including
giant pandas and snub-nose monkeys which are
endemic species® . They are native only to® China.
I really can’t wait to go there. It now tops my bucket
list ? . It's so boring living here in Sydney. I don't
have nothing to do except for going to cinemas and
bars. Your place, in contrast, offers a lot more. '

You call life here boring? I really can’t wrap my brain
around it® . Everything here is so vibrant® to me.

It's really because you are a new-comer. After

‘living here for a year, you will find you don’t have

nowhere to go. I long for life in a little town like
that of your folks’. Anyway, is there anything
special you want to tip me off ® too?

Yes, do remember to bring repellent sprays and
stay in a Bed & Breakfast. They are affordable and
comfortable. And also ...

Wait, wait, let me get a pen.

You know what, actually I am going home this
summer vacation. If you are going during the

summer, I'll be glad to show you around.

3]

&

(5]

@l

o
8]

(9]
[10)
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feast one’'s eyes on some-
thing: to enjoy looking at
something like eating a feast
virgin forest: a forest in its
natural state, before it has
been explored or exploited by
man, also known as an old-
growth forest

endemic species: species
that are only found in one
place in the world

be native to: originating,
growing, or produced in
a certain place or region;
indigenous

bucket list: a list of life
goals before one dies

wrap one’s brain around
somgthing: to make sense of
or to understand something
vibrant: being full of life,
energy and enthusiasm

tip somebody off: to give
somebody advice



Glenn: Great! Of course we would like to have you in our @ in one’s company: to stay

Jiang:

company ®.

together with somebody
® bhe one’s guest: to give

Just be my guest ®! someone permission to do

something

language Workshop

Look at the two sentences taken from conversation 1.
I don’t have nothing to do except for going to cinemas and bars.
After living here for a year, you will find you don’t have nowhere to go.

’

In these two examples the word “any” is changed into “no” to
emphasize the negation. Thus, “I don’t want to talk to anybody.” is
changed into “I don’t want to talk to nobody.” Likewise, “ You don't

”

know anything.” could be replaced by “ You don’t know nothing.” Please

note that this should only be used on informal occasions.

@ Making account in designated roles: Give account to conversation 1 in roles designated

to you in the form of a monologue. The following is an example for you.

* Speaking as Jiang Tao:

!

“My name is Jiang Tao. I'm currently a student in the university of Sydney.
My hometown is Jiuzhaigou Valley in China, a popular tourist destination
which boasts unspoiled natural views. There, visitors can feast their eyes on

mountain ranges, virgin forests and wildlife, such as giant panda and snub-

‘nose monkey, which are endemic species. Born and raised in a little town,

| find life here in Sydney very vibrant and attractive. My classmate Sarah
told me that one of her friends, Glenn, is planning to go to my hometown
for a tour this summer. | talked to Glenn and said | would be glad to be his

guide.”
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* Speaking as Glenn:

* Speaking as a third person:

@ Extending the conversation: In conversation 1, Jiang Tao and'Glenn talked about their
feelings of living in a big city compared with living in a small town, but they did not talk

in depth about it. Work in pairs and extend their conversation on that point.

“After living here for a
year, you will find you
don’t have nowhere to go.
I long for life in a little

¥ wrap my brai d

S Everydﬁng here is 50
1 3 s : town like that of your
folks.”

The following opinions are for your reference.

* Closer relau on

33171 NMOJ.

Rich cultural life; concerts, displays, football matches
Great public facilities: road system, transports, parks & museums

Better social services: hospitals, school and public security
Cityscape: modern architecture, statues and night views

33177 ALID



SITUATION FOCUS: at the airport

1, Lecture 1 about starting a conversation with a

stranger, and do the exercise.

Summarizing: Watch the conversation between Amanda and Richard about taboo topics
and fill in the blanks.

When we converse with someone who we have just met or someone who is not so
familiar with us, there are topics which we should know better than to mention. Without
proper knowledge of this, one may easily offend others and thus make the conversation less

pleasant. For example, 1. is usually a risky topic. Also one

should not press people for too much information about 2.

Although you can ask if people are married, 3. is

often considered improper. Similarly, you should not ask a couple without children

4. . Women and old people are likely to mind when

B . 6. are considered as

extremely sensitive topics which should definitely be avoided when talking with strangers

because they may have strong feelings for them.

.

[ f . Offline Bfess Listen to conversation 2: in the departure lounge of
. Learning bs% the airport.

Glenn: Oh, no. Power is low on iny mobile phone. I
thought about charging it last night, but it totally
slipped my mind ® today. I have to find a battery
chérging station somewhere around.

Jiang: OK. :

Glenn: I'll be right back.

© slip one’s mind: to forget
Mr.Li:  Hello, young man. Are you from China? about something



Jiang:

Mr. Li:

Jiang:

Mr. Li:

Jiang:

Mr. Li:

Jiang:

Yes. How do you know, sir?

I saw the Chinese character on your rucksack .
Yeah. It was bought back home in China.

Are you here to study?

Yes. I am at Sydney university. It's my dreamboat ©

university. Why are you in Australia, may l.ask? —

I immigrated here with my parents when [ was
an early teen. I've left my hometown for 50 years.
And now I am traveling back.

Fifty years? That’s a long time. I bet your hometown
is now hardly recognizable to you now.

Yes. Just as you said, things chop and change ©.

My hometown is Shenzhen. While it was a fishing
village in the past, it is now a mega-city ©.

After so many years, why are you traveling back?
Do you still have relatives living there?

Yes. My uncle's fﬁmily and a few of my sworn
friends @ in childhood. We are still in touch. But I
haven't seen them for ages, I still remember them
as what they looked like when they were teenége
boys. It’s hard to imagine them having salt and
pepper hair ° like mine.

It doesn’t matter. Time elapses ©, but something
never changes.

Haha. You have an old head on young shoulders ©,
chap ®.

I came of age ® years ago.

o @ Home, Sweet Home
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@ rucksack: a bag with straps
that go over the shoulders, so
that people can carry things
on their backs

® dreamboat: one that is
highly desirable; especially a
very attractive person.

O chop and change: to keep
changing constantly

® mega-city: a metropolitan
area with a total population

‘in excess of ten million
people

® sworn friend: close friends

@ salt and pepper hair: grey
and white hair in the color of
salt and pepper

® elapse: to pass

© an old head on young
shoulders: a child or young
person who thinks and talks

like an adult
@ chap: a boy or a young man
@ come of age: to reach the

age when you are legally
recognized as an adult



