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The Ancient Shu Road

He Qingcheng

The ancient Shu Road, also called the Jinniu (“Golden Oxen”) Road, was the major road from
the Ba and Shu (“Shu” refers to Sichuan, and “Ba” refers to Eastern Sichuan / Chongging / Hu-
bei) area to central China in ancient times. Construction can be traced back to the state of Qin in
the Zhou Dynasty (about 337 B.C.), even earlier than the Great Wall.

Chang Qu of the Jin Dynasty (265-420 A.D.), in his history book Huayangguozhi recorded that
during the reign of king Xian of the Zhou Dynasty (1046 - 256 B.C.) Baohan, the vast area in now
south of Shaanxi and Hanzhong, was ruled by king of Shu. Meanwhile, the state of Qin, living
mainly on herding horses in what is now south Gansu, grew stronger and stronger. King Huiwen
of Qin, who was ambitious and covetous of Shu, when he noticed that the 12 Kaiming king of
Shu was lascivious, he promised to give that king of Shu five beautiful girls and a huge stone ox
that could excrete gold. Then the king of Shu ordered five strong men to build the road in or-
der to welcome the wives. Unfortunately, when the road was finished, the Qin sent out an army
to invade by way of this road, and the kingdom of Shu was destroyed. In the Shuzhi section of
Huayangguozhi, it recorded that during the reign of king Shen of Zhou, officials from the state
of Qin such as Zhang Yi, Sima Cuo, Duyu Mo and others invaded Shu state by the way of Jinniu
road (“Golden Oxen Road”) or Shiniu Road (Stone Oxen Road). The Kaiming Dynasty perished
after the reign of 12 kings. So the ancient Shu Road was also called Stone Oxen Road and Gold
Oxen Road. To this day there is a memorial archway near the Shimen Reservoir in Hanzhong, in
southern Shaanxi. Written on it are the characters of “Qin built Shu Road”.

This ancient Gold Oxen Road started from Chengdu in the south, traversing Guanghan, Deyang,
Mianyang, Zitong, through Jianmen Mountain areas, leading out of Sichuan in Guangyuan, runs
along the Bao river in Hanzhong, southern Shaanxi, across the Qinling Mountains, then out of
Xie valley, entering the eight-hundred-li plains of Guanzhong.

It is inevitable for some sections of the ancient road to undergo some changes with the rise and
fall of the dynasties. The two-thousand-kilometer stone oxen road, running from south to north,
zigzagging among the rugged mountains and hills, across rivers and valleys, was really a peril-
ous journey. When the Tang poet Li Bai (701-762 A.D.) saw the dangerous road, he sighed and
proclaimed in a poem that “the road to Shu is hard - even harder than climbing to Heaven!” The



opening of this road had provided for the transportation and trade from south to north, even
though originally it had primarily been for defensive and political purposes, its importance for the
economic development and commercial activities, especially after several large-scale migrations of
population to Shu area since the Qin Dynasty, has been great. Its impacts on Shu history, culture,
farming and customs have been obvious.

Historically, this ancient road has always been a nation-level high way. It was critical for the ad-
ministration of the country, and maintaining unity and harmony among its people. Numerous
and detailed records are found in books.

In 1936, a new road was built connecting Sichuan and Shaanxi provinces. Many sections of the
ancient road ran parallel with the new road, and parts of the ancient road was widened and re-
utilized, but long sections of the road deviated from the new road, rendering such sections of the
ancient road worthless and desolate until now. They have been forgotten by a whole generation.
Lanma Wall (“Horse Retaining Wall”) is one of these sections, for the past seventy or eighty years
it has been forgotten.

A thousand years have passed, but the ancient road is still there, in the midst of heaven and earth.
The history and civilization it carries are profound and deep.

In the early Qing Dynasty, third year of the reign of the Kangxi Emperor(1664 A.D.), Qiao Bo, the
governor of Jian’ge, was a great admirer of his predecessor governor Li Bi of the Ming Dynasty,
Zhengde reign period (1506 - 1522 A.D.), who repaired the Shu Road during his time in office
and replanted some cypress trees alongside the roads. Qiao followed the example of the previous
officials. He reminds people in his poem not to neglect the beautiful view of the section of the.
Three hundred years later, the present Lanma Wall still keeps the stone road as it was first built
in Ming Dynasty with the cypress trees and other geographical features, making it even more
amazing and impressive. Each branch and truck of the trees had recorded what had happened in
the past years.
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Ancient Opera Stage in Jinhua Temple
Location: Tianhui Town, Chengdu City, Sichuan Province

It was rebuilt in the Qing Dynasty (1644 —1911 A. D.). The stage had been a pros-
perous traditional opera center on the ancient Shu Road.
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Site of the Ancient Jinniu Road at Baima Pass

Location: Lutou Mountain, Luocjiang County, Deyang City, Sichuan
Province

There is a shrine built fo commemorate Pang Tong. the strategist in
the Three Kingdoms Period (220 — 280 A. D.). It is said he was killed
by an arrow here, as well as the ancient cypress in the shrine was
planted by Zhang Fei, the great general in the Three Kingdoms.
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Yuni Spring

Location: Xishan Mountain, Mi-
anyang City, Sichuan Province

According to an old legend,
Yunu, a beautiful girl, fell in love
with Yang Xiong, a famous writer
of the Western Han Dynasty (202
B. C. — 25 A. D.), when he was
studying here. After he left for the
capital city, her tears converged
into a spring. On the rock surface,
there are many stone figures of
Buddhism and Daoism carved
during the Sui and Tang Dynasties
(581—618, 618 — 907A. D.).
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Site of Yang Xiong's Study Terrace

Location: Xishan Mountain of Mianyang City, Sichuan Province

In order to commemorate Yang Xiong, Ziyun Pavilion was built
here.
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