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The history of Chinese gardens dated back
to the Shang and Zhou dynasties over 3,000
years ago. Since then, Chinese gardens have
gradually developed a unique national style
and established a new school in the world of
landscape gardening art.
Entirely different from European
gardens — rational and regular in artistic
style, the biggest feature of Chinese
gardens is that it combines natural
scenery with miniature gardens,
which is smartly reflected in its
spatial layout, and the application
of landscape gardening techniques
such as borrowed scenery,
oppositive scenery, enframed

scenery and obstructive scenery.
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Following the principle that the works of men
should match that of heaven, the terrain and
landform of a garden is just slightly changed
and improved, which highly satisfies people’ s
desire to be close to nature. Every single
hill, stream, flower, grass, building, pavilion,
bridge and pogoda is smartly planned and
arranged by the designer, forming many
remarkably impressive pictures and images.
To help readers further understand Chinese
gardens, this book intends to give a systematic but
understandable introduction to Chinese gardens
from aspects of types, landscape gardening and
the architecture of gardens, and provide exquisite
photographs and hand-painted pictures. It is
hoped that readers can comprehend the profound

traditional Chinese culture when appreciating the

beauty of Chinese gardens.
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Gardens in China
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Although there are numerous and various gardens in China, basically,
they can be classified into four categories: royal gardens, private

gardens, natural landscape gardens and religious fete sacvifice

gardens.
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> Royal Gardens

Royal gardens are gardens exclusive
to ancient emperors and royal families.
Most of them are of large scales and
complete layouts, which cover a vast
expanse of land and are well functioned.
Buildings in the garden are similar to
royal palaces, which are brilliant and
gorgeous. Generally, the layout of the
garden emphasizes landscape gardening
techniques like rules, balance and
symmetry, so as to showcase the royal
dignity and authority.

The earliest royal garden appeared
before the Qin Dynasty (211 B.C.-206
B.C.). At the early stage, royal gardens
were called Yuanyou in Chinese, which
were generally imperial hunting parks
with natural landscapes instead of
buildings. Animals were kept in the
gardens for emperors’ hunting tour.

Royal gardens built in the Tang and Song
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Palinspastic map of Jianzhang Palace of the
Western Han Dynasty (260 B.C.-25A.D.)

Jianzhang Palace was a royal garden built by Liu
Che, Emperor Wu of the Western Han Dynasty, in
the first year of Taichu (104 B.C.). In the northwest
of Jianzhang Palace, there was a big pool named
Taiye Lake (Lake of Grand Liquid). The area of
Taiye Lake emphasized gardens. In the lake there
were three islands which symbolized the three
legendary mountains where the immortals lived:
Yingzhou, Penglai and Fangzhang

dynasties were mainly located in Chang’
an, Luoyang, Dongjing (present Kaifeng
City) and Lin’ an. Royal gardens in
this period were of large numbers and
scales, which manifested the spirit of
a great nation. Existing royal gardens
are mainly located in Beijing and Hebei

Province, and most of them were

built during the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644) and the Qing
Dynasty(1644-1911).
Royal gardens can be
classified into Danei
royal gardens, Ligong
royal gardens and
Xinggong royal gardens.
Danei royal gardens were
generally built inside the
capital, next to the palace, like
a courtyard in a private house;
Ligong royal gardens, mostly built
in the beautiful and tranquil countryside
outside the imperial palace in the capital,
were the place where emperors usually
lived and worked. And Xinggong royal
gardens were built for the short-term tour

and stays of emperors.

FEZREE

euUIY) Ul SU3pIED




FEEE

uapies asauly) ay |

ZERRE
CZUAREEAPERTSRENER. ZWEAFL. FEUAERL; AEES
FEEUSERE. FRUHBEE. 7EUBAE. ARE. BEEREEABERER.
‘ZIHRE" R TERRRE, MERTEERY, KRXRETFEERERZARNBEE,
RN, BEEEER L, 2HBEOZLEXETEHEEBE, XEEKEA
TWkE. RAWKE, hEXALUBE, E8-+22, FOER. ASBEEKRE
1856~1860F I KIS h iR F P IR

The Three Hills and Five Gardens

The Three Hills and Five Gardens refer to all the royal gardens of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).
The Three Hills are the Longevity Hill, the Fragrant Hill and the Yuquan Hill (Jade Spring Hill). The
Five Gardens include five large-size royal gardens: Jingyi Garden on the Fragrant Hill, Jingming
Garden on the Yuquan Hill, Qingyi Garden (Garden of Clear Ripples) on the Longevity Hill,
Yuanming Garden (the Old Summer Palace) and Changchun Garden. The Three Hills and Five
Gardens were first established in the Kangxi period (1662-1722) and flourished during the Qianlong
period (1736-1796), representing the essence of the Chinese imperial landscape gardening art.
During its prime time, there were over 90 royal gardens located from Haidian Town to the Fragrant
Hill. These gardens magnificently stretch more than 20 /i (over 6 miles), among which were artificial
landscape gardens, natural landscape gardens and natural hill gardens. However, most of them were
burned to the ground during the Second Opium War (1856-1860).
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Part of The Three Hills and Five Gardens (The Qing Dynasty 1644-1911)
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Danei Royal Garden - the Imperial
Garden in the Forbidden City

Danei Royal Gardens are the extension
of the imperial palace. Generally they
have distinct axes on the layout, and the
buildings are in symmetry. Today, the
Imperial Garden, Cining Palace Garden
and Jianfu Palace Garden in Beijing
Forbidden City were Danei Royal
Gardens that are still well-preserved.
The Imperial Garden is at the
northern most end of the central axis
of the Forbidden City and at the rear
of Kunning Palace (Palace of Earthly
Tranquility). First built in 1420, it was
called Palace Courtyard in the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644), and the Imperial
Garden in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).
The Imperial Garden covers
approximately 11,000 square meters,
stretching 80 meters from north to south
and around 140 meters from east to west.
More than 20 buildings in the garden take
Qin’an Hall as the center and the layout
is symmetrical but not rigid, loose but
not disordered. The whole garden looks
elegant and well-ordered. More than
100 old trees exist in every corner of the
garden. Decorated with hills and rocks,

these green pine trees, cypress trees and
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Yangxing Zhai (Studio of Mental
Cultivation)

Yangxing Zhai is located at the southwest
corner of the Imperial Garden. It is a two-storey

study where emperors of the Qing Dynasty
(1644-1911) studied and relaxed themselves.
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Qiangiu Pavilion

The Qiangiu Pavilion is a square pavilion with
three rooms and four columns. On the top there
are two layers of eaves with the top one round
and the other square. The whole pavilion is

luxuriously decorated and appears to be full of
vitality.
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Penjing (Bonsai) —Sea Cucumbers Stones
The Penjing of Sea Cucumbers Stones is
nearly 80 cm long, over 60cm high. The overall

shape looks like many sea cucumbers huddling
together, which is very vivid.
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Jiangxue Xuan (Hall of Pink Snow):

Jiangxue Xuan is located at the southeast corner

of the Imperial Garden, faced with Yangxing

Studio in the Northwest. It is in a convex shape,

echoing with the concave shape of Yangxing
Studio.
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Sketch map of the
Imperial Garden in the
Forbidden City
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Penjing (Bonsai) —-Wood Alexandrite
The Penjing Wood alexandrite is placed in front
of Jiangxue Hall. Though a piece of stone, the

130cm high penjing looks like a piece of rotten
wood which is slender and amazing.

bamboos form an evergreen landscape.
There are two pavilions on each side
of the Qin’an Hall: Fubi Pavilion and
Chengrui Pavilion in the northern part,
and Wanchun Pavilion and Qiangqiu
Pavilion in the southern part. These
pavilions are in a delicate and beautiful
style, which enrich the beauty of the
Imperial Garden.

Near the north wall of the Palace is
the Duixiu Hill (Gathering Beauty Hill),
a little artificial mountain with Taihu
stones. The small mountain is very steep,
and the way that the stones pile is very
novel. Yujing Pavilion sits on top of the
mountain and the emperor and his wife
would climb up to the pavilion on the
Double Ninth Festival. Rare stones and
tall trees can be seen everywhere in the
garden: old cypress trees and wisteria
of several thousand of years make the
garden full of enjoyment. Paths in the
garden were well paved with pebbles of
different colors, and composed more than
900 different pictures such as pictures of
human figures, flowers, scenery, dramas
and stories, etc. Walking along the paths,
one can enjoy all the beauty around and

feel inexhaustibly delighted.
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A bird’s-eye view of the Summer Palace

Ligong Royal Garden — The Summer

Palace

Compared with the inner court, the
Ligong Royal Garden is much larger
in size. It was often built in the scenic
outskirts of Beijing. The Summer Palace,
located in the northwest of Beijing, is
the largest existing and best-preserved
Ligong Royal Garden so far.

The Summer Palace is 15km away
from the downtown of Beijing, and
covers an expanse of 293 hectares. It was
begun in 1750 (the 15th Reign
Year of Emperor Qianlong)
and completed 15 years later.
Originally it was named Qingyi
Garden (Garden of Clear
Ripples). In 1860 (the 10th Reign
Year of Emperor Xianfeng of the
Qing Dynasty), it was burned to
the ground by the joint Anglo-
French forces. In the year of
1888, Empress Dowager Cixi
appropriated 30 million taels of
silver into the reconstruction of
the garden and renamed it the
Summer Palace.

The Summer Palace
manifests extraordinary landscape

gardening techniques. Natural
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Pagoda of the Fragrance of Buddha
(Foxiang Ge)

Pagoda of the Fragrance of Buddha , a

magnificent religious pagoda, is the center of the
overall layout of the Summer Palace.

landscapes were smartly adopted in the
construction of the garden. The garden
reflects natural interest and highly
represents the magnificent and impressive
manner of Chinese royal gardens. The
Summer Palace combines the luxury of
royal gardens and the delicacy of private
gardens, showing them in one single
garden: It takes Kunming Lake and the
Longevity Hill as the basic framework
and the beauty of Hangzhou West Lake
as a reference, combining the landscape
gardening techniques of private gardens
in the southern areas. Today, the Summer
Palace is one of the largest and the most
intact royal gardens preserved in China.
The Summer Palace landscapes can
be divided into three regions: political
activity area (represented by Renshou
Hall), living area (represented by Leshou
Hall, Yulan Hall and Yiyun House), scenic
spots (represented by the Longevity
Hill and Kunming Lake). Among them,
scenic spots can be subdivided into
three areas: the front range of Longevity
Hill, Kunming Lake, and the back of
Longevity Hill and the back of Kunming
Lake. The front range of Longevity Hill
originally was named Wengshan (Jar
Hill), Jinshan (Gold Hill). The south

slope which is close to the Kunming



