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= k:*/ Objectives

* Understand that proposals should fulfill the persuasive function;

» List the basic questions proposals are expected to answer;

* Understand why different priorities are given to proposals for specific purposes in specific
contexts;

* Identify the basic types of information and basic structural patterns of proposal genres;

* Explain the impact of writer-reader role relations on the choice of strategies in writing
proposals;

» Get acquainted with the problem-solution discourse pattern in research proposals;

* Distinguish technical jargons from general vocabulary;

« Use the linguistic context and your reading strategies to understand the meaning of
technical terms;

* Use language features to make ideas easy to follow;

» Search for research literature relevant to your academic fields;

* Note down the main points and important details when listening to reports, talks,

interviews, and discussions.

Task 1: Share your knowledge of proposal genres by answering the following questions.

1) What kinds of proposals are you familiar with?

2) Who are usually the writers/readers of research/project proposals? Give a few examples.

Writers:

Readers:

3) What is the relation between the writer and the reader of proposals (e.g. in terms of social

status, power, and technical background, etc.) ?
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4) Which of the following is the communicative purpose (macro discourse function) of
research proposals? Do you think all research proposals have similar communicative
purposes?

* Inform?
* Explain?
* Persuade?
* Entertain?
* Instruct?

5) What strategies does the writer usually use to achieve the communicative purpose?

6) What do you think the various types of proposals have in common? In what way do you
think they are different from one another?

Research

proposal
' V ‘ Grant
Research ‘ proposal
= ‘ <[>
' ~ Project
Business ‘.’ proposal

Business

proposal

Some typical proposal genres

Task 2: Identify the structural components of proposals according to the following five

proposal outlines and determine which components are the most important ones.
The most important components:



