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Abstract

Liang Qichao’s ideology in his late years is a relatively
independent system, which has its own unique value,
highlighting his culture conservatism tendency. This ideology
was actually very distinctive in the wvarious competing
ideologies in the period before and after the May 4th
Movement of 1919. However, this ideology was concealed.

The culture conservatism tendency is one of important
ideologies in China modern ideological history, which
provides a new approach to preserve the traditional culture
value and to rethink the modernization of China. Influenced
by this tendency, Liang Qichao forms his unique Chinese-
western perspectives-Not fully Chinese nor fully Western.
That is to say, his viewpoint is the perfect combination of the
Chinese culture and Western. As a declaration of his ideology
in his late years, his work Reflection of the European Travel
indicates that though he is a conservative he still
acknowledges the elite part in the western culture. Liang’s
contribution of the culture conservatism ideclogy in his late
years lies in the fact that, from the perspective of the entire
human beings, he can fight against the disadvantages of
scientism and affirms the value of Chinese traditional culture
represented by Confucianism and rethinks the relation
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between China and the world to advocate the combination of
the Chinese culture and the Western.

Liang’s ideology in his late years is an inevitable outcome
of his ideology in his early years. The theory of evolution,
the modern national ideology and new nationalism are the
main three pillars of his ideology in early years, which also
paves the way for his late ideology. He is devoted to
translating and introducing these western theories and
meanwhile, based on Chinese traditional culture he criticizes
these two cultures. Shifting between the two cultures freely
demonstrates his capability and talent.

The formation of Liang’s ideology in his late years is
based on the profound world and Chinese culture background
and also absorbs his individual political background. The
failure of the political movement during the Republic of
China (1912—1949) aroused his cultural awareness. As a
result, he advocates the National Movement and the Human
Freedom, whose source is originated from the western
ideology like irrationalism, anti-scientism, as well as the idea
of western culture declining and oriental culture salvation.
The prevailing of the western ideology before and after the
May 4th Movement of 1919 caused Liang to sense Chinese
culture was endangered and also endowed the rich significance
of his culture conservatism.

Liang’s salient contribution lies in that he enhances the
Chinese traditional culture. In the period before and after the
May 4th Movement of 1919 the mainstream value is the
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radical attack of the traditional culture and the total
acceptance of the western culture, which stimulates Liang’s
interest to reflect the rationalism and provides him a new
perspective to rediscover the modern value of Chinese
traditional culture, such as Confucianism, Taoism, Mohism
and the ideology in the Qing Dynasty. He makes creative
conversion of these traditional ideologies against the
disadvantages of the modern civilization. ?

Protesting the scientism is the main part of Liang’s
ideology in his late years. On one hand, he values the
scientific spirit and methods in the western culture and
therefore, advocates, introduces the western science spirit.
On the other hand, he extensively criticizes the scientism,
analyzing the applicable range and limitation of science and
the cause-effect rule. His ideology defines between science
and outlook, between science and philosophy, turning from
scientism to humanism.

Liang’s ideology is clearly aware of the disadvantages of
the nationalism and positively advocates Chinese traditional
unifying ruling concept so as to form “ cosmopolitanism
nationalism”. In his early years, his concept of the regime
emphasized people’s rights and the sovereign rights while his
concept of national cognition stressed Chinese traditional
idea. These two concepts are independent to each other. It
was not until he compared Chinese and western political
systems in his late years did he maintain the concept that the
nationalism can be promoted to the global sense. He
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discovered the Chinese traditional unifying ruling concept
contained different factors compared with the modern
western ruling concept. Further, this reinforced - his
conviction to protect Chinese traditional culture.

On the domain of literature ideology and literature
research in Liang’s late years, his corn idea is emotion. He
explores literature from the aesthetic point of view. He holds
that arts are the manifestation of emotion and emotion is the
motivation of all human actions. He discussed the relation
between emotion and creation and the emotion and the way
of expressing emotion. Basically, his emotion-oriented
perspective in literature is closely connected with his delight
outlook on life. He regards delight and interest as the basic
value of life that he calls for education of interest. Based on
this literature perspective and outlook on life, Liang reflects
the traditional literature aesthetically. He stresses on the
poets that are suitable to express emotion, making sharp
contrast with the Hu Shi’s literature viewpoint that writing in
the vernacular is stressed.

Liang Qichao’s ideology in his late years pays more
attention to the cultural construction. With an insight of
cosmopolitanism, he senses the disadvantages and limitation
of the western civilization and resorts to Chinese traditional
culture for the power to rejuvenate China. He advocates
making use of the elite of western culture to develop China.
The way of Chinese modernization advocated by Liang is
based on the respect of Chinese tradition and it is only in this
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way that the traditional culture can be in line ‘with the
modernization of China.

Key Words Culture conservatism; Scientism; Nationalism;
Cosmopolitanism; Literature viewpoint
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