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Research on Changzhi’s Civilization

Preface one

mE

Changzhi is located in the south of Shanxi. Its eastern
neighbour is Handan in Hebei Province. In the south lies the
Central Plains and in the north is Taiyuan. It has a long history
and is one of the birthplaces of Chinese civilization.

Changzhi has profound culture. From the 1950s to 1970s,
archaeologists have unearthed the Fenshuiling tombs in the
west of the Yingxiong Street. Figures of horses and carriages
were found in the tombs. It was the beginning of discovery of
figures of horses and soldiers. It attracted many archaeologists

at home and abroad. In the Eastern Zhou Dynasty tombs,
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bronze wares were unearthed. They are the examples of the
bronze wares in the middle of the Spring and Autumn Period
and they have been the samples that archaeologists use to
judge the bronze wares of the same period . The unearthed
bronze plate is unique in shape and shows a feeling of
seriousness. It has been one of the national first—grade
historical relics. The unearthed bronze household container is
decorated with gold flowers and looks beautiful and
imposing. It has been displayed in Paris, New York, Tokyo,
Hongkong and so on and receives praise from the visitors.

There are a number of culture relics in Changzhi, such as
building relics in Zhou, Qin and Han Dynasties in Fushang
Street and workshops relics in Dabei Street, Liufu Tower in
Tianwan Street, coin—making workshop and pottery kiln
relics in Lufang Lane, the steps of principal hall and the
secondary hall and city wall in Ming Dynasty in Fuhou Street.
Shangdang Temple, which is a provincially protected relic,
was the gate of the Lu’ an government office. The Town God’ s
Temple is a nationally protected relic. Studies show that there
were 24 temples in Changzhi in the 1930s and 1940s, such as
Guandi Temple and Confucian Temple. Some old names are
still used nowadays , such as Canfu Street , Fupo Street,
Bingshi Lane, Weishang Lane, Yanwu Lane and so on. It is
necessary to publish a comprehensive book on the history of
Changzhi, which can introduce Changzhi to the people all over
the world.
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I met Guo Xinhu last year. He is a history teacher from
Changzhi No 2 Middle School . He lives near Shangdang
Temple. From the 1980s, he carried out the research on
Shangdang Old City under a hard condition . He has been
assiduously doing careful research and collected many old
building materials, building tools and daily tools. In 2005,
he wrote the History of Shangdang Old City. The origin of
Changzhi city, workshops, tombs, temples, towers, city walls
and lanes are fully introduced to us in this book. Besides, he
deduced the time when Shangdang Old City was built.

As far as the time is concerned, there are different
sayings in different books. The Annotated Classic of
Waterways says Shangdang Province in Qin Dynasty was in
Zhangzi . The Later Han Dynasty says it was in Huguan
(called Changzhi now). Several books say Changzhi was built
in AD 583. The History of Shangdang Old City proves that
Shangdang in Qin Dynasty is today’ s Changzhi.  More
importantly, this book suggests Changzhi was built between
1046 BC and 550 BC. So Changzhi city has a 2500-year
history. As we all know, not more than 20 cities have so long a
history in China. If that Changzhi was built in Zhou Dynasty
is true, the year of building and commemoration day will be
recorded into annals . The History of Changzhi Old City
provides materials for our city applying for national historic
culture city. At the same time, it has an influence on

rebuilding Lu’ an government office, protecting cultural
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heritage, extending travel and developing economics faster.
In The History of Changzhi Old City, dialectical
materialism and historical materialism are fully reflected.
Research, knowledge and interest are connected in this book.
Besides, there are many pictures in it. It is worth reading for

every citizen of Changzhi and everyone who loves Changzhi.

Vice—-secretary of Changzhi Municipal Party Committee

Cao Liaoyuan

hnBbBuay:
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