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Preface

This book studies the history of gunpowder and firearm techniques, the one of
ancient China's four great inventions. Such research program started from 1980, the
initial stage concentrated on the history of gunpowder and rocket techniques. Our book
Zhongguo huojian jishu shigao (The history of rocket technique in China) was published
in 1987 as a stage summary. Since then we successively collected materials at home and
abroad, and expanded the scope of research to all other firearms and published some
papers. But during this time there were some other work should be done, so we once
suspended the study in the history of gunpowder and firearms. Recently we have fulfilled
this project at last in 2012. It was kind of the director of Shanghai Far East Publishers
Mr.Xu Zhong-Liang who appointed to put this book to be joint-published by Shanghai
Zhongxi Book Company and Shanghai Far East Publishers, the author felt honored and

pleasant for this.



