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FOREWORD

The name of Soong Ching Ling, or Mme Sun Yat-sen
(1893-1981), is known and cherished not only among the
Chinese people. Many others, all over the world, admire, love
and want to know more about her.

She was born in Shanghai on January 27, 1893 into a
family from Hainan Island in Guangdong province. China
groaned under oppression by the feudal monarchy and of
bullying by the imperialist powers. Though huge and
populous, the country was on the verge of extinction.
Countless heroes rose to fight for national salvation; they
worked in secret to overthrow the Qing (Manchu) dynasty.
Among these revolutionaires Dr. Sun Yat-sen was the
foremost.

When Soong Ching Ling was still a child, Sun Yat-sen
often visited her parents’ home, for her father, Soong Yaoru
(Charles Soong), yearned for independence and prosperity for
China and actively supported the anti-Qing revolution.
In his youth he had worked and been educated in
the United States. After his return to China, he became a
Christian preacher and later an industrialist in Shanghai.
There he made acquaintance of Sun Yat-sen and was soon
eagerly helping him. His house served as a liaison center for
the revolutionaries and the printing press which he owned
turned out revolutionary leaflets for them. Soong Ching
Ling, as a young girl, was influenced by the patriotism of her
father and his friends. She admired Sun Yat-sen and tried to
model her political outlook on his.

In 1908 Soong Ching Ling and her younger sister Soong
Meiling (later to become Mme Chiang Kai-shek) sailed to
the USA for their education. Soong Ching Ling first studied
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English at a private school in New Jersey, then took and
passed the entrance examination at the Wesleyan College for
Women at Macon, Georgia. Studying in the Department of
Literature, Soong Ching Ling impressed her teachers and
schoolmates with her diligence in study, her thoughtfulness
and eloquence. As she grew, so did her patriotism. Her heart
beat in unison with those of her own people across the
Pacific. With deep feeling she once told her schoolmates, “I
simply can’t forget my motherland. A person oblivious to his
or her native land lives without meaning!” When the 1911
Revolution led by Sun Yat-sen succeeded in toppling the
corrupt Qing dynasty, she responded immediately to the
news with an essay for her school paper, in which her joy
overflowed. “"From now on our four hundred million people
will no longer be slaves of the feudal system,” she wrote.
“We've gotten rid of the shackles fastened upon us for four
thousand years. Human freedom and equality will be
restored.” When she received the national flag of the new
Chinese Republic mailed by her father, this usually shy and
retiring girl pulled the dragon banner of the Qing dynasty
from the wall of her room and stamped on it. In its place she
hung the flag of the new Republic of China.

Soong Ching Ling always considered it the duty of
students studying abroad to go home after graduating and
work for their own land. In 1913 she herself did so,
determined to serve her country. Passing through Japan, she
visited her parents, then in Tokyo accompanying Dr. Sun
Yat-sen who had fled to Japan after failing to win a punitive
war against Yuan Shikai, the warlord who had usurped
power after the 1911 Revolution. Dr. Sun was working to
reorganize the revolutionary force and prepare new strug-
gles. Soong Ching Ling was greatly impressed and inspired
by his staunch revolutionary spirit and noble character. In
September alone, she went seven times to hear him analyze
China’s domestic situation and revolution, thus deepening
her understanding. Not long afterwards, she became sec-
retary to Dr. Sun.
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