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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES AND CIVILIZATIONS
2 DIVINITY AVENUE
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138
TELEPHONE 617-495-2754
FAX 617-496-6040

15 April 2010

Dear Members of the Committee :

I am very pleased to write on behalf of Dr. Qiu Yuanyuan, who is applying for
funds to assist in the publication of her book, The Establishment, Development,
and Political Functions of Court Rites and Music during the Early Qing {80
BIEARE B E REETIA). This very fine piece of scholarship, which
developed out of Qiu’s doctoral dissertation, represents the first serious attempt to
place Qing court music in its full ritual and political context, and is an important

contribution io the field.

Qiu’s study covers the entire period from before the Qing conquest of 1644
through to the end of the Qianlong reign, that is, the 17" and 18™ centuries. This
broad chronological sweep allows her to irace the development of the types and u-
ses of music employed by the Manchus in different court settings over a very long
period. She finds that music underwent a couple of major transformations during
this time, first become sinified to some degree, and then, notably under the
Qianlong emperor, undergoing a process of manjurification. The arguments here
are supported by Qiu’s detailed analysis of musical form and of instrumentation;
in this, as well as in its examination of concomitant institutional changes, the
manuscript easily surpasses any previous study of this subject in any language.
( The only other substantive study I know of, a set of articles by Ye Xiaoging, fo-
cuses mainly on drama or on the institutionzal framework of the Shengping shu and
Nanfu. ) Apart from the obvious effort Qiu, a historian, has put into familiarizing
herself with the intricacies of musical theory, the other strength of the work is its
reliance on archival materials, particularly materials in the Manchu language.
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