© a0l - 205
SEXFERERE

Decoding NECCS Exam and Simulation Papers




(2011 ~ 2015)

2 H

. j: j@fg‘%g) JJEE

Ko B VR i
B R (HEiE AR A )
(% 6 IR)

VS R B PR L

2l



NERE

& LT TR SRR ERERR R, B LRGIRERR

& PR E KA TE R BENE R, NS RF LS

&> VRGN & E R A IR R S, E BN R

&> 2 EHANRAE, RILYISE, R R SETEREN

AHBIRAE 2011 ~ 2015 4F 105 B AV FE RFEHBLK 2 BEUEE, FEFEREACH/
B3 RE RS IRIE L 5 AR ST, AR, BT, AR TR EEE AR
oo BEABHMEGA—K, R MP3 AR, AR R E

AR T RAPLE 2 E K FETRTEIE L&,

BB 74 B (CIP) iR

2011 ~ 2015 4= [ K 2f A 3815 75 58 7 Ji EB R A5 4D
AR . B R/ BT R A R . —6 . —MAREE PR
¥ Tolk K2 Y AL, 2016, 1

ISBN 978 — 7 — 5603 — 5774 - 4

[ Oz 1.0 -Oh- [ OKE&EER-
BfE  IV.DOH319.6

R E IR A B CIP B 7 (2015) 56 289986 5

KRUBE ¥ W
RERE KRE K W
HEI+ XK
HAREST MR TR At
0 o MURENTREKKEEMNER 105 #B4 150006
£  E 0451 - 86414749
g HE  http://hitpress. hit. edu. cn
N R BRILAHEITER
FF A 787Tmmx 1092mm 1716 EP3K 20.75 ZF# 517 TF
B R 20104 10 A% LA 2016 4F 1 A%E 6 iR

2016 4F 1 A58 1 IRERRH

S ISBN 978 - 7 - 5603 - 5774 - 4

39.80 JG(MEEA)

[
=

(A B 2 ik (v L5 mp ) 5% , FRAL 7 T VR4 )



FEOREIS

4 K 5 % 3% 35 5% & (National English Contest for College Students, & #&
NECCS) R A K BHM A, IBZFFRRXFIERFRIFEN S PZTFEERKX
FIMEHEFRRARKAEISNARARE— IR FAEBLELSRA TR, &L R
FriA R T RE) AL ER, AU TRFAS S EEELMmIRf R
ARk, 2 ORGSR EGCBEARD - FTHHLBRFRBERFE EXK,
FERIABFFREELT LEERFRRA)ARE, R ZRAITEFRF
EEHM O R EFREER, ARHRTEM—FHEMAE BB T ERXSF
AW FI AL E IMETRMNE A EEL Lol folZe R AKFE, XA L
S M AR TRILE A R R, RAF RS AFRF AL HFY
TETF LB, T TSRO ATRTE,RAGBETEMATERZN X
BEAKRTAEEE K, |

EREINBREFR . FFL —FR _FRA=F%, —F£p
ZHELBAMFTAE, BFEXP—FRELIRE A2 , DA (ABR AET)
FERUMBNMBRIEEERGHL ., ERREABLAFAKN A A E, &
KB R S hadn TSN 51%0 A F LKL E R 1%, —FRFLE S
5%0, —F $ K ZWEH 15%0, =% LK L L E A 30%o0,

ERBEEERFANEELA MR E ARG, IMELZ SR FAHE
BEAE AR AR F AR, GASWEFRGERAXLERL, F
RERFAR I Aok e A ah b EMA LMok &5 5 @4k
BT — i, F 2 ARIE: (DF AT AL B MGG, BT
KA Z BB xT K, XA 2028 D (2010 5-.2012 -.2013 .2014 5 &
2015 F XA B R VA 108 ) ; (2) B2 fEm XA A 54, %3 24 %, Hi
RAXEEL®, OFRER ML, AEHME AL THEREAZLEEH
F¥;)RBFRRAMASE WL T EEHIN, KGP AR A G XE 5,8
BRI EZRNERGH L ER T AR AR, RFEEEEARAGERE, N
FTHEABET EREBXLRGER;(4)% A RGRRA A B BK; (5)4F X
MEER G X FRAE GRS LEMGTEAE, 5,

AWM REAZIFT BileELRAXF AR EZRGARN FETE
Fo i 56 TR, A B AW S RO AL T 2015 F4 F 4= 2015
FEREAM, ZHh, KBEEIHT 2011 F 22015 FEXEFLLRAHEXF 10



ESHREIS

28 X % 4 3% 45 5% & (National English Contest for College Students, & #&
NECCS) R ZH FHdift , W HFFRRFIERFIHRFERAFAZTFIRK
FPIMERFHRABAINGALBARE—RFAEERLORIER, ZER
B THEARFFy L EAMPRFARRIE, 2ARBRFLEBELS
BRARA, T HEDLEBRFEERF, TR BFFREEL LEEHK
FRI) ARYE BB 25 H AT 69 B K F REHM, X R R T AT —FF
EM R TERRFANGE ] Fok i, IME TN E A EES biindfe
ARAKE, FRAREERLE AR ARAERKE, ZAERFE 2
FRF AEHFHELT & Fo R, 53] T 7269k T FdFik,

BASWMEFROEREAEFTN, L XERFBTEAE LSRG AL,
HEAR LML EF T RELRMRT — A 240N E . (1)FELHBRAT A
3| 7 i 22 MR, Y R A A AR AT K, KA 4B R (2010
42012 42013 £ & 2014 XA 4 B & VA 10 ) ;5 (2) 54 22 A ) X 4 A
SH R EAF LS MM ERAN ASHE AALKEARKE
HEA 55 (3) #0iFX A A R AR R 5 (4) % A ) 3K K8 B 4K (5) 4B T
M FE G F A AELFRA ey E, LEMa THEARELF.,

AWM KA EREZERGARFALS, EXRFPAELEEAGKTE, K
ARG AR L A3 mT 2014 FFEA 2014 FRFAM, T, AH
FHT 2010 F £ 2014 FREFLAHMA LG 02 R R ALE, R
B, ABERET AEEE,EEABEYS, BFEAMHLE THAEZE
FHETHmB, BEATH R LA MP3 X LE (2012 F2FFHEF
%), BHEEXRLETAE R, ALAABRFPARBER RGEEES
e A 69 = 30 T At

APHEHARFRERFH—KF THIF,#H 4 XE NECCS # K, %
REERH #EF I, AR SFHFHAAGCRREBALEREZ T,
IR FERTT AASH, AELRITFRRINLEBE K- =
YR, B AL AR ER"PFIRE IGEKLM,

AFBEBRAR, KL KFEAGEEL , WKE] T — 3k F A W18 69 KAT
B, AMNEAALRRG AR E T — AR st 2d TRFAR,
PSR ) F L N G o E -

4 &
2014 11 A



FAREIS

4B K % 4 3% % & (National English Contest for College Students, & #&
NECCS) R ZEK FHAXFNMAE ISZFFRAFINERFHR T RN TG
FERRKFIEHFMRALCBFLSIINAAR - RFAEREEZLSRAE
Fo BERATHAKE(HFFIRAEBETLREEHFZRA)F N4, RAZ I
76 B AP K FRIEHM, A RRIBET—FEM BB TERRFAGT T o
AE,IMETANE AR EESKRF, TRRXAGARETETRILALEM,
SR | B R A B AR

HFER, IR ERFAANEEFERGABE LXAT -2 HHK
Forb TR R, EZ2ARE . (DFZHAZALIAEEZRGTE, THHR
TR F B A AR, XA R ) (2010 F.2012 H.2013 F XA 4 R
BV A 10 #2);(2) ik 2 XA A § A, R B F; (3) & A al R A A
B () VXA R 5 X FHA B meg Y, B EMe T HEAME

AW REARBERGMAFAL , EX R PRELEBEAGKE, K
PEMZIMG AL T 2013 FA4 KA 2013 FRFEAAM, Eb, A H
EHT 2009 FE20BFXEFTLARAEEANG I0EWRPERAA, F
B, ABERET AEENRE, EFEENEE, BFEALAAL B THELR
HT B, AT AR A= MP3 & X 69 A& (2012 F R R TAZRF
%), BHEIMLETATRAL, AEHLBARFAXEER RGEELES
Bt Ay 6 24T A

ABGFEAARFZEERFH —KF THIF,HL%XE NECCSS FiK, %
REEBEE BREF I, AR EFHCHAOSHBAREREZ T,
FOAR FEHTT RESN, AELNE ARINLZERE F—REZGHL
e i

APBERAR, KRG RALEER , WD T — I FAH ML I &E
W, BMAEAEBRRGEABE MT —EAZREG RS, 2d TRKEFAR, 2
S A ERRA R, BOE PRI B,

m &
2013%F 11 R



EIREIS

4B K F % 3% 3% 5 & (National English Contest for College Students, f& #&
NECCS)RZXKFHMN A L BE—HRFARBELRITR, 2H5CL2K
HENPT 14B, MEEXERG D BN FE5G" G REREG, LHAhF5
L EAARMK, ERARG AR EAFAT, REFELLH, 4 H
KFAFZIEFLF(NECCS) LR RAKI ] KEEFIHFZEBERAFRF G —
MNEEZTE,

ABEARRITRA AMAM HEE, ENHKRG AL, HENT
2012 F KA 2012 F R RAM, 0, AP EHT 2008 £ 2 2012 F5EiEE
PAMAELANG I0EM R RTREE, R, KPERBET HEEH, 4
F A BBUR %, PR EA T R XA MP3 # X 84 £ £ (2012 = R 7
HFEFTR), BEXAARL R TAFALERE, U T E @A, BRI HRLRT
AERL , RENLEARFAREER RHRXEESRHGELTH,

ABBEAARFRE—ZRETHIF, HEXEZNECCSE &K, $hES
B EEFIH, AR SEFBCHMANCEBALAPLEZ Y FERGH
A EERITT AR, LB FARINBREER F—REZGAFZHER,

APHEBRAKR, B2 KFEALAEZ, LKI T —REFTAMIYORIEE
W, EMAEAEBRIRG AR E T — A RN Kst, 12 FREAR,
e o, B 2B R Ae R R, BUE PLIRAR OE

wm A
2012 £ 10 A



E2RREIS

4E X % 4 %75 3¢ & (National English Contest for College Students, f& &
NECCS)Z®| B WAL ELZEST 13 B, TRRBL S mREEERK KE
GARRARNBE BEZEALERE, AT TASER EHAEXE, AT
TR L GE £ MmN, ERRGARBF I ARG ENAAT, ERIEHG
FEELBAME, TR, LBXFAEXELZF(NECCS)LE2RABMES K
FIEFIIHFHERBRAFAKFG—ANEZAHFR,

AFEABRITRAALMAM G—RFTE, E£F L RGEXR L 3 m
T 2010 % & 3. 2011 47 3 F= 2011 FRFAM, i, K H &1 T 2007 ~
2011 FEE L L AM A LA 10EWERERAM, R, K3 TH RS
THEEMM BRXEERLGT, SHALMPEBEAARAEAEZGT IR
X Ao MP3 # X 89 k&, BT &£ A M Ao M 40 8 KK, 0k 3 4m fR AT, 3 4
BB TAERL, RAEFORFEE T FH,

APhEAARFEBZ—KRFTTRIF, 3FXENECCS, 25T HFR Y
£ AEBFEFIS, EHBEAPAIR P A E L A4 izt R4
B EERTT RESN, A RS F AR BESR F—R=ZG4EA,

ABEBRAKR, TR TS RKAFRE AR, k3 T # % R A, £RR
RKEZERLGER E BN K BHFTT -k, §TFRFAR, $ PR
Fo B AL T XE R, , Bh BLIR IS OE

wmOE
2011 12 B



B B

4 E kK % & 3% & % & (National English Contest for College Students, ) A&
NECCS) R ZHK FHMAF A2 AE— W X FREESRNIZRED B
FERRFINERFHRIFIEZN LA EFERRFNERFHARLE S, 3R
WAHLECEZERT 12 &,

AXRGARBRFARERTFHLAREG, A XKKXKFAEFIRE
WA R FEIEFIRGREORFL, FERRAERED  AY TFEAES
FAe Y R FEEA MR EARAEE 2O RZFRKFPAEFZBLEZLSEARS,

AEXFAFREBEEZRM EREXHLHAH 150 2 (A & 90 2,
ERAE605), LT HTAHAS. RER2RFSAS05. FEAREEX
FAMEER MR RAARE, IMNELEEZRFANGKEELSERARS A
BT AKTE, FEANREE L AL S RER R LT R LFEH
S F AALREIIRSFFALFERL B IR, TRELED A SHEER K
AR BN K 5 ik, AR A A xS M Ae ik 4 6 sl b B R ARA P A
o, ERNEMKTEZEEALETERARAGES ARt —2X5%y
N Falz o iE B BN GRAM, A mFAAG K 5,

APRENAMABRKRFAREERBEFA(RELTLFA )R —
KA FH. XAEHA 2007 F~20105F BE6g7EAMUR 3 B2, &
it 1I0E8M, BEMHLREZEMT., FESMAFAN AT THREM
oA A BB, MR A A TR %, EE58TN AR THA
8%, ¥R R,

AESAT BRI RAMY HA MP3 #X o5,

BT %A KRFATR, B P RMRRBE RS, $OFMIEE,

W &
2010 £ 12 A



E K

015 FLERFLEHEEETEBEVEEE v (1)
2015 FLEAFERIESEBEREEE e, (16)
2014 ELEAXFERIBEREBEVITZERELE - ooovvrermernennieen (32)
W4 FE2ERFFEIEETEBEREERLE v, (46)
W3 ELE RS HIETEBEVEEL oo (61)
2013 FREASEEHIESEBERABEEL e (75)
W2 ELEARFEHEEEEBEIEELE e, (89)
WRELEAXFERIBEEEBEREESLE o (103)
2011 ELERKFERIEEEBEVIEERE oo (118)
2011 ELEASEREEEBERERE v (132)
b R R R (146)
BREICIRIE D oo vonsnsomannonporsasasssususseunss s savsns nosnssvmare syan vy £hasas saasassevasss (160)
O BT .- v o o i R0 # o mmims st A PR BTG (176)
2015 FEERFAETIETR BRUFEHBERGHIT ooevrreeeees (176)
2015 FEERFAETGETT B RRFFFFBERGHHT --oooveeeeeeeees (187)
2014 FEEERFAEIOETEIR B RKYFERBERGMHHT oo (197)
2014 4E R E K2 FETETE B IUFETBA R GIAT - vvevveveeerenne (209)
2013 FF L ERFAIIETEI BRYIEFTEERGMMHT oo (222)
2013 FEERFATGETIE BRRFEFEERGMHM oo (233)
2012 4E R E KA BEE TSR B AT E R GIYT - oveevrerrene (244)
2012 SFEEKRFEAIGRTEFR B RRFEFEERGMT --oooooveeereeee (255)
2011 FEREREATIETIE B IV FIBER GIT -oovveverererenee (267)
2011 FEEKFAEIGETETE B RRFFEERIMT oo (278)
’Fﬁfﬂ;@‘f 1 %&:%_‘zjﬁﬁﬁ ............................................................... (289)

;F;é{‘*uﬁ_ii o) %Q%l_ﬁﬁgﬁ ............................................................... (301)



2015 4R K22 BB 7 3% B RT3
2015 National English Contest for College Students

(Level B— Preliminary )

(%45 :150 2 BF1E) 120 5-4F)

Part [ Listening Comprehension (30 marks)
Section A (5 marks)

In this section , you will hear five short conversations. FEach conversation will be read only once. At
the end of each conwersation , there will be a fifteen-second pause. During the pause, read the
question and the four choices marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is the best answer. Then
mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre .
1. What kind of program is Doctor Levy describing?

A. Yoga. B. Art. C. Comedy. D. Drama.
2. What is the woman trying to stop the man doing?

A. Smoking in a public area. B. Taking photographs.

C. Entering the building. D. Harassing other visitors.
3. Why is the woman going to attend the class?

A. She can’t think of any excuse for being absent.

B. She is not interested in swimming.

C. She wants to keep up with her classmates.

D. She has been absent for two weeks.
4. What do we learn about the woman?

A. She has never met the man before. B. She knows the man’s father well.

C. She is a distant relative of the man. D. She is one of the man’s students.
5.What does the woman ask her husband to do?

A. Make less noise at night. B. Fit new windows in the room.

C. Stop bothering the students. D. Complain to their neighbors.

Section B (10 marks)

In this section , you will hear two long conversations. Each conversation will be read only once . At
the end of each conversation , there will be a one-minute pause. During the pause, read the
questions and the four choices marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is the best answer. Then
mark the corresponding leiter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre .
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Conversation One
6. When was the International Friendship Club established?

A. Five years ago.  B. Three years ago. C. A month ago. D. Three weeks ago.
7.What does a club member have to pay for?
A. Watching films. B. Newsletter subscriptions.
C. Joining the social programme. D. Special arranged trips.
8. What reward can an active participant get?
A. A special certificate. B. A free newsletter.
C. A recommendation letter. D. A golden medal.
9.How much is the membership fee?
A. £4 for a term. B. £ 15 for an academic year.
C. £3 for a term. D. £ 12 for an academic year.
10. What does one need to provide to become a club member?
A. Name and address . B. Name and nationality.
C. Name and age. D. Name and gender.

Conversation Two

11. Who is Jennifer Jenkins?

A. A lecturer of English Literature. B. A lecturer of English History.

C. A lecturer of International English. D. A lecturer of Applied linguistics.
12. What is said to be International English?

A. English spoken by the majority of non-native speakers.

B. English widely used in academic circles.

C. English spoken by both native and non-native speakers.

D. English used in the teaching of the language.
13. Why is the sound [0] or [&] missed out in International English?

A. People can communicate without being able to pronounce it.

B. It is too difficult to teach such unique sounds in English.

C. Most non-native speakers aren’t used to pronouncing it.

D. Many non-native speakers don’t try to imitate native speakers.
14. What is the most important factor in International English according to Jennifer Jenkins?

A. Pronunciation.  B. Usage. C. Grammar. D. Spelling.
15. Why are more and more people learning International English?

A. It is gaining popularity.

B. It is much easier to learn.

C. It is more helpful in job hunting.

D. Native speakers of English accept it readily.

Section C (5 marks)
In this section , you will hear five short news items. After each item , which will be read only once ,
there will be a fifteen-second pause. During the pause, read the question and the four choices
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marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter
on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre .
16. What caused the boat wreck?
A. The boat leaked during the voyage.
B. There was a big storm in the Mediterranean.
C. People on the boat were frightened by a whale in the sea.
D. People crowded to one side of the boat.
17. What is said about the 7:15 train to London?

A. It has been cancelled. B. It will leave from a different platform.

C. It has been delayed. D. It will arrive as scheduled.
18. What is the speaker reporting?

A. A plane crash. B. An explosion. C. An earthquake. D. A car accident.
19. How many people were killed in the storm?

A.200. B. 16. G.25. D.75.

20. Why does the President Obama call for the use of more body cameras?
. To prevent further campus violence.
To increase the confidence of police officers.

O W >

To strengthen the police force.

=)

. To build trust between local residents and the police.

Section D (10 marks)

In this section , you will hear a short passage . For questions 21—30, complete the notes using three
words or fewer for each blank. The passage will be read twice. Remember to write the answers on
the Answer Sheet .

Addicted to the Net?

@ Symptoms of Internet addiction :

i . A constant (21) to get online.

i . Feelings of (22) _ when not online

fi . Using the Internet to find satisfaction, to (23) | lying to family about
the time spent on the Intemnet.
* Net addict: A person shows (24) of these symptoms throughout the year.
@ Three factors that make the Internet addictive:

(25) , control, and excitement.

O With access to the Intemnet, people can go online at any time to (26) in
gambling, bidding in auction for (27) and to satisfy whims.

O People who have a lot more control over their finances tend to develop an (28)

monitoring their investments .

O The excitement surrounding compulsive activity often becomes a (29)

encouraging future behavior.

In the future, (30) and wireless access way increase addiction rates among

Internet users.
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Part  Vocabulary, Grammar & Cultures (15 marks)

There are 15 incomplete sentences in this section. For each blank there are four choices marked A ,
B, C and D. Choose the one that best completes the sentence. Then mark the corresponding letter on
the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre .

Section A Vocabulary and Grammar (10 marks)

31.In my free time I wear clothes—jeans and a shirt, things like that.
A. random B. casual - C. convenient D. unprofessional
32.8Six out of ten women admit they regularly give to temptation as the main reason for

shopping on

A. up; instinct B. up; consciousness C. in; impulse D. in; response
33. Individuals can and should make their own legal decisions who their employer is.
A. except for B. by virtue of C. in the light of D. regardless of
34.We go to Mt. Qomolangma not only with the personal goal of ~ the summit, but we also
a purpose higher than to simply strand on top of the world.
A. conquering; strive for B. ascending; hope for
C. overwhelming; carry out D. climbing; work out
35. When travelling, you are advised to take your credit card, which provides a secure to

carrying your money in cash.

A. selection B. preference C. alternative D. replacement
36. A minority language is often put , for it lives in the shadow of a culturally dominant
language, for example, Insh in of English.
A. at risk; that B. at will; case C. at last; favor D. at ease; spite
3 s the geography class, Mandy went to the teacher and asked for the assignment.
A. Having been missed B. Being missed
C. Having missed D. Missing
38.1If you want a shop to keep something for you until later, you may have to :
A. request a discount B. give a refund
C. open an account D. pay a deposit

39.—They are building a new entertainment complex at the end of the road.

—Have you only just heard of it? I’ ve known it for ages. In fact, I’ m sure I told you about it

last week .
= But I’ ve been forgetting things lately. My memory is failing.
A. It’s only your imagination. B. You probably did.
C. You can say that again. D. How annoying!

40.—Could you please write down the prescription for me?
A. No. You need to see a doctor first.
B. Yes. You can buy the medicine from any drugstore.

C. Certainly. I'1l do it for you right away.
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D. Well. Prevention is better than cure.

Section B Culture (5 marks)
41. Chinese poetry and philosophy have exerted great influence on :
A. Ezra Pound - B. Ralph Waldo Emerson

C. "Robert Frost D. Emily Dickinson
42 . Which degree is offered in community colleges in the United States?
A. Master’s degree. B. Doctor’s degree.
C. Bachelor’s degree. D. Associate’s degree.
43. Which of the following is James Joyce's work?
A. A Tale of Two Cities . B. Vanity Fair.
C. Ulysses . D. Jude the Obscure .
44 . The most famous Arts Festival is the International Festival of Music and Drama. It
takes place for a period of 3 to 4 weeks between August and September.
A. Belfast B. Edinburgh C. Liverpool D. Cardiff

45. The word “holiday” originally meant “holy day”, but now it signifies any day on which we don’t
have to work. This is an example of
A. meaning shift B. widening of meaning

C. narrowing of meaning D. loss of meaning

Part I Cloze (10 marks)

Read the following passage and fill in each blank with one word. Choose the correct word in one of
the following three ways : according to the context, by using the correct form of the given word , or -
by using the given letter(s) of the word. Remember to write the answers on the Answer Sheet .

The ancient art of reading someone’ s palm has always been
(46) a the most popular ways of foretelling the
future. After all, you don’t have to believe it, and the best
thing about it is that it doesn’t require a lot of time or expensive
(47) eq either. But many are skeptical that palm
reading has any scientific basis at all. (48) could be
more ridiculous than the idea that our future can be predicted
from the random lines and creases on our hands? Cynics claim

that palmists use other clues to gain their “amazing” insights. In

L RINADING
GBI

(49) words, the more experienced and observant the

reader is, the better they become at noticing things which help them to “predict” the future. While

the more cynical the “victim” is, the (50) likely they are to believe a word of it!
However, scientists at the University of Barcelona have discovered that palmistry may have

some basis in scientific truth. (51) _ (compare) the palms of 140 children, they
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discovered that the more arches and loops children have on their palms, the more likely they are to
be (52) (intellectual ) impaired. And the existence of a Simian line—a rare, crease
across the palm—appears to be one of the most reliable (53) (indicate ) of mental
deficiency. This may be connected with events between the thirteenth and eighteenth weeks of
pregnancy, a crucial time for brain (54) dev and the period when fingerprints are
formed. So maybe there is some truth in what the palm reader says and there is nothing more
guaranteed to cheer you up than the news that you are about to meet a tall dark stranger
(55) w will change your life for the better.

Part [V Reading Comprehension (35 marks)

Read the following passages. Each passage is followed by several questions. Respond to the questions
using information from the passage. Remember to write the answers on the Answer Sheet .
Section A (5 marks)
Questions 56—60 are based on the following passage .
Eagles, soaring high, powerful, and fearless, have
always made people think of strength, freedom and
courage. For this reason, countries, empires, and rulers
from ancient Egypt, Persia, and Rome to the modern
United States have made eagles their symbol. The bald
eagle became the United States’ national bird in 1782
when Congress adopted a design depicting the bird for the
Great Seal of the United States.

Most Americans have seen enough pictures and

emblems to recognize an eagle. Surprisingly, few know

much about the bird. Even omithologists, people who study birds, do not know a great deal. It is
difficult to study the eagle’s habits because it is dangerous and fierce. Also, it nests high up in
trees or on mountains and cliff ledges which are difficult to reach.

Eagles are found throughout the world except in Antarctica and a few remote islands. Whereas
most birds are vegetarians eating fruit and seeds, eagles are birds of prey—they hunt other birds and
animals for their food. They eat reptiles, small mammals, and birds up to the size of small turkeys.
In ancient times, in the tribes of northem Russia, golden eagles were used to hunt small deer and
antelope. In Scotland, these same golden eagles have been known to carry away lambs from flocks,
picking them up with their powerful talons and flying away to a mountain crag with their victims.
They kill with their talons and dismember with their hooked bills which are nearly as long as their
heads.

It is possible to recognize eagles by their large, broad wingspread, their wide tails that are
spread like a fan in flight, their soaring, gliding flight, and the way they are able to hover in the
sky when they spot their prey below. Their eyes are very keen and so is their hearing, but they seem

to have a poor sense of smell.
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The name “eagle” comes from the Roman name for the golden eagle. The golden eagle is dark
brown with a golden wash over its head and neck—hence its name. The adult has a brown tail,
while the young bird’ s tail is white. Unlike other birds and eagles, the golden eagle’s legs are
feathered down to the toes. Females grow to about three feet (about one meter) from the tip of the
beak to the tip of the tail. Males are smaller as is usual for most birds of prey. Most golden eagles
nest on cliff ledges, but they may also choose high trees. They used to be found throughout most of
the Northern Hemisphere, but they are nearly extinct in most of the British Isles and are now rare in
the east of the Rocky Mountains in North America.

The bald eagle is one of the sea eagles. Its name
is a misnomer because the bird does not lack feathers.
The name comes from an old word meaning “marked
with white” which is appropriate because the mature #
bald eagle has a white head and tail. The rest of its
body is blackish brown. It is about the same size as the
golden eagle. However, the bald eagle has a longer
and heavier bill which is bright yellow rather than
gray .

The bald eagle inhabits lakes and streams as well as coastal regions. It is found in North
America, from Alaska to Florida and south into Mexico. For a time its population was greatly

decreased mainly because of pesticide poisoning. By 1970, it was estimated that there were about
1,000 in existence. However, since the D.D.T ban of 1972 and use of repopulation, the number
has increased significantly to more than 5,000.

The bald eagle feeds on fish and any trash it can find; however, it is also a robber, either
pirating its food from other birds or picking up dead fish on the shore. As a matter of fact, it looks
rather like a pirate with its big, hooked beak and intimidating yellow eyes.

There is still a great deal to be learned about these formidable birds. They are frightening, but
they are fascinating. They are ruthless but remarkable. They are cruel, but there is nothing more
beautiful than seeing an eagle soaring high in the sky. ‘

Questions 56 to 60: Mark each statement as either true (T') or false ( F) according to the passage .
56. The eagle has become the symbol of courage, liberty and power.

57. Another unusual feature about eagles is that they have excellent sense of smell.

58. Most golden eagles are similar to birds in that their legs are feathered down to the toes.

59. The golden eagle and the bald eagle are about the same length.

60. It is found that the eagles are becoming an endangered species in the Northern Hemisphere.

Section B (10 marks)
Questions 61—065 are based on the following passage .
You may not know it, but your body is constantly under attack. The enemies are microscopic

invaders called “microbes” or “germs”. Microbes, such as bacteria and viruses, are all around



