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Abstract

After continuous cultivation and accumulation in first two decades, phi-
lanthropy in China reached on its “golden decade” characterized by steep and
rapid growth in the new century. Meanwhile, controversy and divergence of
opinion about how to advance the further development of philanthropy sector
is more and more visible. Based on rigorous data analysis, this report at-
tempts to systematically review the growth path of Chinese philanthropy in
past decade, including public donation, charitable organizations, institutions
building, voluntary service, social impact of philanthropy, as well as regional
development of philanthropy, so as to provide some insights on promoting
Chinese philanthropy to arrive at its maturity.

This report argues that, from the vantage point of supply-side, the con-
cern and promotion of the central government, the continuous and rapid
growths of GDP, as well as the organizational and cultural fundament forming
in the second-decade development of philanthropy are the three pivotal push-
ing factors that facilitate the striking progress of Chinese philanthropy in past

decade. From the vantage point of demand-side, the severe polarization be-



tween the rich and the poor in transitional China, catastrophes occurring fre-
quently, and the limited coverage of social security system are there crucial
pulling factors that boost the rapid development of Chinese philanthropy.
With respect to public donation, data analysis discovers that the giving by
companies and other organizations was in dominant position; charitable giving
in economy-developed Eastern Zone was higher than other zones; education
became the largest field of charitable donation; the idea of strategic philan-
thropy is getting more and more attention from domestic enterprises. In terms
of charitable orgahizations, although the development social organizations in
general exhibited a “fast-to-slow” trend, charitable organizations including
private foundations kept steep growth in past ten years; a few of charitable
GONGOs started to trénsform themselves form administrative apparatuses in-
to relatively independent NGOs embracing marketization ideas and principles;
supportive agencies of philanthropy sector were also taking shape, which im-
plies that the ecology of philanthropy were being diversified. In terms of char-
itable institution building, a regulatory system constituting of laws, adminis-
trative regulations issued by State Council and its Ministries, and local regu-
lations has obtained preliminary development. On voluntary service, the
scope of voluntary activities has enlarged gradually, and bottom-up voluntary
service is growing with full vigor. The promotion of government, natural dis-
asters, international sports games and large-scale activities, as well as the e-
mergence of Internet, are imperative factors advancing the rapid development
of voluntary service in China. Finally, with respect to the social impact of
philanthropy, this report uncover that with the rapid growth .of charitable or-
ganizations and public donation, beneficiary groups of philanthropy have en-
larged and received more assistance. The capacities of charitable organizations
on emergence rescues and disasters reliefs also have made a long stride for-
ward.

This report further argues that, Chinese philanthropy also encounters
dozens of challenges while developing rapidly. Firstly, many. charitable or-
ganizations still put on thick bureaucratic airs, and frequently utilize adminis-
trative forces to solicit donation, Voluntary individual giving is still in small
proportion. Secondly, because financial information is not transparent and ac-

countability mechanism is not well-established, a lot of charity scandals have



broken out and thus severely undermine the public trust toward charitable or-
ganizations. Thirdly, the eligibility of public fundraising is monopolized in
the hands of several big charitable GONGOs, and the development of bottom-
up charitable organizations encounters various institutional hindrances. Final-
ly, the government is apt to both abuse authorities and derelict duties on pro-
moting the development of charitable organizations, on one hand, over inter-
vening charitable organizations in terms of personnel and financial manage-
ment and daily operations, which leads to charitable organizations lack of nec-
essarily “popularity” and “autonomy”; on the other hand, leaving numerous
institutional bugs on monitoring and directing charity activities. It is necessa-
ry to note that, these challenges mentioned above is not isolated from one
other, but instead mutually correlated and influenced. How to envisage and
respond these challenges, is directly related to whether or not Chinese philan-
thropy will achieve sustainable development in the future.,

For the sake of learning more about provincial difference of philanthropy
development in China, this report also constructs a set of “Chinese Philan-
thropy Development Comprehensive Index”. By analysis of the panel data in
31 provinces in China (2003-2010), charitable giving, charitable organizations
and comprehensive development level of philanthropy in different provincial
areas have been measured. The results show that; first, the development of
charitable donations and charitable organizations in provincial areas is still in
preliminary stage, which lead to a low level of the comprehensive develop-
ment of philanthropy; second, the scores of two first-class indicators deviate
greatly from the general index, which implicates that the development of dif-
ferent dimensions of philanthropy is divergent in provincial areas ; third, the
ranking of charity indicators exhibits ladder-like distribution amoﬁg the East
Zone, West Zone and Middle Zone of China, in which the East Zone is at the
first level while The Middle is at last level; and finally, charity comprehen-
sive development index is positively related to GDP per capital in provincial
areas. The result of data analysis in this report will provide suggestions for
the central and provincial government to enact public policies to advance the

future development of philanthropy in China.
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