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Abstract

The book systematically discusses the ideological content of
ecological philosophy of Buddhism from four perspectives: Buddhist
ecological values, ecological virtue theory, ecological ontology, and the
practice of ecological environmental protection and its ideological basis.

Chapter one, “Theory of Buddhist Ecological Values”, mainly
discusses Buddhist ecological value orientation and Buddhist natural
values. Section one discusses two aspects of ecological values of
Buddhism. From the perspective of vimuiti — katha, the first part of
this section expounds the significance of Buddhism in deconstructing
and surpassing modern anthropocentrism and materialist values. The
second part of this section clarifies Buddhist ecological value orientation
with reference to the Mahayana Buddhist value pursuit of “making all
living beings benefit and be happy, and making Buddhist land pure
and adorned”. The spirit of caring for the living embodied in the
Buddhist idea of “making all living beings benefit and be happy” can
provide the ideological resources for the contemporary animal
protection. And the idea of Pure Land embodied in “making Buddhist
land pure and adorned ” reflects concern about the ecological

environment. Section two mainly talks about Buddhist natural values by
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exploring the following two aspects: “all living beings have the Buddha
- nature” and “all inanimate beings have the Buddha — nature”. The
view of Equality of life revealed by “all living beings have the Buddha

y

- nature” can provide sound theoretical basis for the ethics of
respecting life and has realistic significance to the contemporary animal
protection. The idea of “all inanimate beings have the Buddha -
nature” affirms that all natural things like plants, trees, mountains,
rivers, and land reflect tathata and buddhata, which objectively gives
sacred meaning to natural things and has protective effects to the
ecological environment. But Buddhism mainly explains equality of life
and ecological equality at a metaphysical level and this differs largely
from the Western theory of the value of nature which affirms the
objective value of natural things. By pointing out that Buddhist
ecological values give prominence to the role of subject in the process
of choosing value and realizing value, the conclusion of this chapter
states that Buddhism is essentially a kind of subjective values.

Chapter two, “Ecological Virtue of Buddhism” , mainly discusses
Buddhist ecological human nature, Buddhist ecological virtue self —
cultivation and Buddhist ecological virtue. Section one mainly discusses
the meaning of Buddhist ecological theory of human nature from
Buddhist theory of mind — nature. For one thing, Buddhist concept of
pollutedness — pureness of human nature provides a basis from the
perspective of human nature for surmounting material desire. For
another, Buddhist idea about wisdom of mind provides corresponding
wisdom for surpassing the cognitive and thinking way of subjective and
objective separation and recognizing the internal relevance between
human beings and the ecological environment. Section two is mainly on
the relationship between virtue self - cultivation and Buddhist

ecological practice in “making Buddha — field pure”. The first part in



this section talks about the content and process of Buddhist eco ~
environmental construction by referring to the thread of thought in
Vimalakirti Sutra, that is, “pure of mind — pure of behavior — pure
of all living creatures — pure of Buddha - field”. The second part
discusses the connotation of Buddhist ecological virtue self — cultivation
from three aspects: the six Paramitas and virtue self — cultivation, the
notion of “always complying with beings” , and process of virtue self ~
cultivation. It emphasizes that Bodhisattva achieved his virtue in
cultivating all living creatures and purifying Buddha ~ field. Section
three is mainly on the connotation of Buddhist ecological virtue. The
book roughly divides Buddhist ecological virtue into three categories:
transcendent virtue, virtue reflected in Buddhist ways of life, and
virtue reflected in the relationship between human beings and the
nature, Then the book discusses the ecological meaning of Buddhist
virtue in the above aspects. The conclusion of the chapter emphasizes
that according to the ideological connotation and characteristics of
Buddhism, ecological virtue should take a prominent position in the
study of Buddhist ecological philosophy.

Chapter three, “Buddhist Ecological Ontology”, explores the
ecological ontology connotation of the Buddhist interdependent co ~
origination theory from three aspects: nature of interdependent co -
origination, origination of existence situation, and wholeness of
interdependent co — origination. Section one discusses the meaning of
Buddhist revelation of nature of interdependent co - origination in
deconstructing substantialistic world outlook by referring to the thought
of interdependent co — origination and emptiness nature in the
Madhyamaka School. Section two explains the ideological value of the
idea of origination of existence situation in showing how the ecological

crisis comes into being and studying the realization of eco — existence
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