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The Roots Of Baltimore'’s Riot
0 P LK R

The city’s eruption follows decades of systemic failure.

LR THRTFAZANMRSZE, ZARTHRAT R,

Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake was in
church when she heard that *Freddie Gray’ was dead. She
says she knew “immediately” that this was something more
than the depressingly common’ passing® of another young
man in a troubled old city. Black men dying at the hands of
police had become “a slow-rolling’ crisis” in America, as
President Obama would put® it nine days after Gray’s death.
And Freddie Gray was a black man who entered a police van’
handcuffed® and conscious on April 12 and came out less
than an hour later comatose’, with his *spinal cord'’ nearly
severed'".

The what, the how and the why of Gray’s fatal'’
encounter”” with Baltimore police remained a mystery more
than two weeks after the event. But the mayor could hear
that slow-rolling train'* pulling into her town. And when
rioting"” broke out after Gray’s funeral on April 27 — a»
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night of arson'®, looting'” and brick throwing that led the mayor
to declare a 10 p.m. citywide curfew'® as Maryland" Governor
Larry Hogan *called out™ the National Guard — it became
clear the train was pulling a lot of *baggage cars” behind it.

The city that lures visitors with crab™ cakes and the legacy
of *Edgar Allan Poe™ paid out nearly $6 million in settlements*
to more than 100 victims of police brutality in the four years
from 2011 through 2014, according to the Baltimore Sun. Those
victims ranged from young teens to a 26-year-old pregnant
woman to an 87-year-old grandmother. Gray was not the first
person to suffer a disastrous *spinal injury™ in the confines®® of
a Baltimore police van. Jeffrey Alston successfully sued” the
city in 2004 after a van ride left him paralyzed™ from the neck
down. The family of Dondi Johnson Sr.”’, who died two weeks
after sustaining™ a spinal injury in custody’', won a similar suit
in 2010. In Baltimore slang, it’s called *going for”” “a rough®
ride.”

When police violence is so common it has its own patois™,
a city has a problem. But Baltimore’s problems have been
carefully and colorfully” documented™ for years. While tourists
enjoy the Baltimore of the Inner Harbor — a growing, high-»
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end”’, pedestrian-friendly magnet™ for rising millennials™ —
television viewers are more familiar with the Baltimore of *7he
Wire™. That’s a city where the population crested” in 1950 and
the receding® tide of humanity left behind entire neighborhoods
of dilapidated” *row houses™ and shuttered® factories. Here,
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opportunities are few
outside*® the drug trade,
and the police are more
feared than trusted.
The neighborhood of
Sandtown-Winchester,
where Gray was arrested,
is part of this Baltimore.
So is Mondawmin, where
the riots began after a
confrontation”’ between
city police and schoolkids
who had gathered in the
area. And so is Broadway
East, where a $16 million
residence*’

construction® for low- 21>

A woman faces down a line of Baltimore police in riot gear during
* under |violent protests following the funeral of Freddie Gray on April 27, e, fEH KT
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income seniors *burned down™ in what the mayor is calling a
riot-related case of arson.

Baltimoreans *of a certain age’' know that change is hard,
yes, but riots don’t make it any easier. They lived through
1968, when rioting after the assassination” of *Martin Luther
King Jr.” left six people dead and 700 injured, and some 1,000
businesses were looted. Almost half a century later, parts of
the riot zone have yet to *bounce back™. “We never really
recovered from the riots of 1968, says *city council™ president
Jack Young. “Our infrastructure was destroyed: *butcher
shops™, clothing stores, supermarkets, all destroyed for one
reason or another.”

While the city’s population may have stabilized at about
600,000 — from a peak of nearly 1 million — Baltimore’s
poorest areas are stagnant’’. There are roughly 16,000 vacant™
homes throughout the city, many of them in Sandtown-
Winchester, where a quarter of the houses sit empty. According
to a 2011 report by the Baltimore city health department,
the neighborhood is *long on®” *liquor stores® (double the
city average) but short on jobs (the unemployment rate
is also double the city average). One in 4 juveniles® was
arrested at least once from 2005 to 2009. “It’s one of the most
disinvested® neighborhoods in our city,” says Lawrence Brown,
a community activist and professor of health policy at Morgan»
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State University. And Baltimore, for all these reasons, has
become America’s latest poster city for racial and economic

discontent.

A “Slow-Rolling Crisis”

For Nine uncomfortable months we have wrestled® in
new ways with our centuries-old conversation about race.
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The roots of these days of
rage, whether in Ferguson
or North Charleston or
Baltimore, reach *down
through® decades of
compounded® failures.
Each *flash point®

different; so was each
community’s response.
But there is something
universal about them all.
As Obama noted, during
remarks in the *Rose
Garden® that ranged from
determined to despairing,

Demonstrators jump on a damaged Balnmorepoltcea’epartment
“I think we. as a country. vehicle during clashes in Baltimore, Maryland April 27, 2015.
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have to do some soul-searching®. This is not new. It’s been
going on for decades. And without making any excuses»

37. high-end /har'end/ a. (*=R%)E#£PRHRMN. HELN, Sk

38. magnet /meegnat/ n. ~ (for sb/sth) BW3| HMIA (HtrF5. =)

39. millennial /mr'lenial/ n. ~ s FE—

40. The Wire : (K£&) (XFE (BWMRZ) ), B—HRIBHRER #
RTBEZMBROEHERSLRAMKENZE., 2RIZEBRIE

TSR EN S, KA BT H.
41. crest /krest/ vi. (k. KiRE) BIiL g A BT &
42. recede /r1'si:d/ vi. B4 ; B TB&

43. dilapidated /d1'leepidertid/ a. (REMZBH) M  BEEH, &

AKMEH

44.row house /rauhaus/ (3 town house) (% terraced house)

(BHHBEE B ) —HHEE

45. shuttered /'[atad/ a. X EEM &K BEEMER . (AKX

T ) e 1k (Bl ) Y
46. outside /aut'said/ prep. BT

47. confrontation /konfran'ter[n/ n. ~ (between A and B) %##7, 3t

g ; i 3e
48. residence /rezidens/ n. {7 B (L) EE =%

49.construction /ken'strak[n/n. B% . 8&. I : under

construction H#EEE S
50. burn down (#) %%
51. of a certain age NEEZH; ELTEMN. HEH
52. assassination /a,seesr'ne1fn/ n. (K ABGEER) R, TR

53. Martin Luther King Jr. : BT - B&f& - £(1929-1968) , £E;3#.2

BEde T, JLHAER—EH Ak, R R A
FEIX L SRR G 238 1,7 i 5 i

BAKIN. ERHRBUSZHEH, FRBHAR,
S5HR0ZFTEAN "EEBFHE" [1963],
REERBERBGER [1964], 3K19644F N R
ek FEHST,

54. bounce back : SRR (HE0%), ERES

55. a city council TS ZERS

56. butcher shop HIJE, P&t

57. stagnant /'steegnant/ a. 1S RERH. T
TH

58. vacant /'veikont/ a. (EfI. WIEREE. BE
Z)ZEM. KRS FAM

59. long on sth 1< B (i)

60. a liquor store HE&HEKAI/INE

61. juvenile /'dzu:venail/ n. [#] 4

62. disinvest /disin'vest/ vi. ~ (from sth) [F]
7 B (3B RE A

" 63. wrestle /resl/ vi. ~ (with) sth ZFHHT. BH

4038 2 hfRR
64. down through sth #£ (14K A —ER) RtiE A
65. compound /kem'paund/ vz. &L, InE
66. flash point n. (RAEERA) —HEDE , fEHLEN
BB K S
67. Rose Garden (XEHEHH) HIEE
68. soul-searching /'saulisa:t[1)/ n. RE; A&

20157 WiBXW 7-7



