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A place to stand

How big the world is depends on how broad, your heart
is. You can fly as long as,you have drearms.

Late one morning, heading for lunch in San Francisco, I
drove toward one of the tollbooths. 1 heard loud music. It sounded
like a party, or a Michael Jackson concert. I looked around. No
other cars had their windows open. There were no sound trucks. I
looked at the tollbooth. Inside it, a man was dancing.

“What are you doing?” I asked.

“I’m having a party,” he said.

“What about the rest of those people?” I looked over at other
booths, but nothing was moving,

“They are not invited.”

I had a dozen other questions for him, but somebody who
was in a big hurry to get somewhere started blowing his _horn
behind me and I drove off. I made a note to myself: F ind this guy
again. There was something in his eyes that said there was magic
in his tollbooth.

Months later I did find him again, still with the loud music,
and still having a party.

Again | asked, “What are you doing?”

He said, “I remember you from the last time. I’ m still dancing.
I’ m having the same party.”

" tollbooth n, EZHEEE
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I said, “Look. What about the rest of the people?”
He said, “Stop. What do those look like to you?” He pointed
_down the row of tollbooths.

“They look like tollbooths.”

“No imagination!”

I said, “Okay, I give up. What do they look like to you?”

He said, “Vertical coffins.”

“What are you talking about?”

“I can prove it. At 8:30 every morning, living people get in.
They are dead during the following eight hours. At 4:30, they
come out from the dead and go home. For eight hours, their brains
are on hold. They are dead on the job, just making motions_ . i

) I was amazed. This guy had developed a philosoph; and a
,I)ri 'ﬁi@&gﬁbout his job. I could not help askingmmon:
“Why is it different for you? You’re having a good time.”

He looked at me. “I knew you were going to ask that,” he

said. “I’m going to be a dancer someday.” He pointed to the
_admipjstration building. “My bosses are in it, and they’re paying
for my training.”

Sixteen people are dead on the job, and the seventeenth, in
the same situation, figures out a way to live. That man was
having a party where you and I would probably not last three
days. The boredom! He and I did have lunch later, and he said, “I
don’t understand why anybody would think my job is boring. I
have a corner office, glass on all sides. I can see the Golden Gate
Bridge, San Francisco, and the Berkeley hills. Half of the
Western world comes here for vacation and I just walk in every
day and practice dancing.”

Words: 482

vertical adj. EII8Y  coffins n. 1844
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Think of your life in another way

%1}1/51'/59 {y" those léeqb/e who are in great poverty, /fw/(lger, or even
the wars you wilf, / find how fortunate you are!

If you wake up this morning with more health than illness, you are
luckier than the million people who will not wake up this week.

If you have never experienced the danger of a war, the loneliness of
being put into a prison, the pain of forfure, or the hunger from having
nothing to eat, you are better off than 500 million people in the world.

If you have food in the fridge, clothes on your back, a roof over your
head, and a place to sleep, you have more than 75% of the people in this
world.

If you have money in the bank and in your wallet, you are one of the
top 8% of the world s richest people.

If your parents are still alive and still married, you are very fortunate.

Someone once said: A contented mind is a perpetual feast. So ...

Work like you don 't need the money.

Love like you’ve never been hurt.

Dance like nobody’s watching.

Sing like nobody s listening.

Live like it’s heaven on Earth.

Words: 195
torture ». $£¥]  better off JRTGEH
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I am embroidering your life

L/(/y dear: friends, wher Yyou are at the bottom f " your %
Seeling sad and miserable, are you able to look at t{ﬁ'{)fll another

aspect?

When [ was a little boy, my mother used to embroi-
der a great deal. I would sit at her knee and look up from
the floor and ask what she was doing. She told me that
she was embroidering.

I told her that it looked like a mess from where I
was. As I watched her work within the boundaries of the
little round hoop that she held in her hand, I complained
to her that it just looked messy from where I sat.

She would smile to me, look down, and gently say,
“My son, you keep playing for a while, and when I have
finished with my embroidering, I will put you on my
knee and let you see it from my side.”

I would wonder why she was using some dark
threads along with the bright ones and why they seemed
so ugly from my view. A few minutes later I would hear
mother’s voice say, “Son, come and sit on my knee.”

I did this only to be surprised by a beautiful flower

embroider n. R hoop . i



