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New Zealand is a country of immense® beauty: gla-
cial mountains, fast-flowing rivers, deep, clear lakes,
hissing geysers and boiling mud. There are abundant for-
est reserves, deserted beaches and a variety of fauna,

such as the kiwi®, endemic to its shores. Situated about

. 1600km south-east of Australia it stretches 1600km from

north to south, consisting of two large islands and a

® immense adj. & KK, XTHH, <O>IFFF
T8

® kiwin [SULE(—HFEL~HERY), <
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smattering of smaller islands.

Introduction

The New Zealand archipelago is located in the South
Pacific and is comprised of three large islands (the North
Island, South Island and Stewart Island) and several hun-
dred smaller offshore islands. The country’s landmass®
has an area of 270, 500 km?, and stretches from 48°

South to latitude 34° South. The climate of the main

islands is maritime and temperate, while its outlying -

islands vary climatically from subtropical to sub-Antarc-
tic. It is a relatively young country and its landmass is a

result of the collision of the Pacific and Indo-Australian

@ landmass n. KB
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plates.

Geologists believe that New Zealand broke away
from the super-continent Gondwana about 70 million
years ago, before mammals? were established on the
landmass. Once separated from other {andmasses by o-
ceans, only plants and animals dispersed by water or
wind could reach New Zealand. Thus, the New Zealand
flora and fauna evolved in isolation, and is characterized
by a high degree of endangered species®.

In the absence of mammalian competitors and pred-

ators, many of the species of birds and invertebrates in

New Zealand evolved to occupy ecological niches that

elsewhere in the world were occupied by mammals. The

©® mammals n. AP
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