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Unit 1T Madame Curie
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Passage 1

Madame Curie, the youngest of five children, was
born in Warsaw, Poland in 1867. Marie Curie’'s maiden
name was Manya. Her parents were teachers, and she
learned the importance of education at an early age.
No higher education was offered to women in Poland at
that time, so Manya took a job as a governess (& % it
#ifi). She sent part of her income to Paris to help pay
for her older sisters medical studies. Her sister quali-

fied as a doctor and married a fellow doctor in 1891.
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Manya went to join them in Paris, changing her name
to Marie. She entered the Sorbonne (now the Universi-
ties of Paris) and studied physics and mathematics.,
graduating at the top of her class. For the research she
wanted to do, she was introduced to another young
scientist, Pierre Curie. Later they fell in love with each
other. After their marriage, they worked together on
radioactivity.

Fame troubled Marie Curie and also her husband,
because science was their world and in this world of
science fame and honor to persons had no value. One
day when a writer for a newspaper tried to ask Marie
about herself and her thoughts and her beliefs, she an-
swered him, “In science we must be interested in
things., not in persons.” Much of the real character and

spirit of this unusual woman was found in these few




eI (R

words, which she was later often to repeat. One eve-
ning, at a big party, a friend asked her if she would
like to meet the King of Greece, who was also a guest.
She answered in her simple manner. “| don't see the
value of it.” Then, seeing that she had hurt the feel-
ings of her friend. she quickly added, “But. . .but. .. of
course, | shall do whatever you please. Just as you

please.”

(D Much of the real character and spirit of this unu-
sual woman was found in these few words. . .

X AR PRI 2 (7 22 L IE /Y il JBORDRS P RS T LA DA X
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1. What was valuable to Marie Curie?
A.Science and research.

B. Fame and honor.

C. Character and spirit.

D. Persons and things.

N

. The writer for a newspaper was interested in
A. things B. Marie Curie
C. Marie Curie's husband D. persons
3. What do you think might have happened be-
tween Marie Curie and the King of Greece?
A. The King was angry with Marie Curie.

B. For the sake of her friend, Marie Curie met the
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King of Greece.
C. The King of Greece wrote a letter to invite Ma-
rie Curie to meet him.

D. Marie Curie held another party for the King.

Passage 2

Radioactivity is very dangerous. It may cause skin
burns, it may destroy good tissues (ZH%1) and it may
cause illnesses that could be passed on to our children
and grandchildren. In case of exposure it may even
cause death.

In the early days of radioactivity, scientists did
not realize these dangers. Marie and Pierre Curie, af-
ter having worked for a while with radioactive materi-
als, noticed that their fingers were reddened and swol-

len (£ZL/F) and the skin was peeling off. Henry Bec-

7
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querel® carried a small tube with radium in it in his
waistcoat pocket, and was surprised to find a burn on
his chest. Other early workers also reported burns and
harm of different Kinds.

The strange fact is that it can harm without cau-
sing pain, which is the warning signal we expect from
harmfulness. Pain makes us pull back our hands from a
fire or a hot object, but a person carrying radioactive
materials has no way of telling whether he is touching
something too “hot” for safety.? Besides, the burns or
other harmfulness that radioactivity produces may not
appear for weeks. A person may have been hurt with-

out knowing it for some time.

#F O

(D Henry Becquerel (1852-1908) ¥k E 225 . [ &
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@ ...but a person carrying radioactive materials

has no way of telling whether he is touching something

too “hot” for safety.
------ L2 45 5 TS 1 4 I3 ) NS T e B o A 2 A
fih 7 AN 2 A B SR ST PR .
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1. Which is the topic sentence for this passage?

A. Radioactivity may even cause death.

B. Radioactivity does great harm to children.

C. Radioactivity may do harm to people without
being known.

D. Radioactivity is dangerous.
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2. A few people were mentioned in the passage.
They

A. were all famous scientists of great achieve-
ments

B. died of radioactivity

C. knew little about radioactivity

D. did experiments on themselves to find the dan-
ger of radioactivity

3. The sentence in the second paragraph “the skin
was peeling off” means “ 7.
A. the skin was coming off
B. the skin was turning red

C. the skin was aching

D. the skin was becoming hot

10
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Passage 3

Once upon a time there was a wise man that used
to go to the ocean to do his writing. He had a habit of
walking on the beach before he began his work.

One day he was walking along the shore. As he
looked down the beach, he saw a human figure moving
like a dancer. He smiled to himself at the thought that
someone would dance on the beach. So he began to
walk faster to catch up.

As he got closer, he saw that it was a young man
and the young man wasn‘t dancing, instead he was
reaching down to the shore, picking up something and
very gently throwing it into the ocean.

As he got closer he called out, “Good morning!

What are you doing?”
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